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From Cold Water to Warm Hugs by Joan Truby, Center for Life
What might you receive at Interfaith’s Center for Life building? Love… Hot Coffee… Warm Smiles… Hope… Ice Cold Water… 
Compassion… Hugs… and that’s only the beginning.
Clients that visit the Center for Life are in for an amazing experience. The staff and volunteers that run our office there are all 
about sharing the love of Jesus with others, and helping to heal those that are hurting. Their stories are heart breaking…

Can you imagine... becoming very ill, being diagnosed with diabetes, hearing that your daily medication and supplies 
costs hundreds of dollars, and you have no insurance?  

Can you imagine... suffering a life threatening accident that hospitalizes you for months, during which time you lose 
your job, your home, and your savings. But you need medication to survive and have no insurance?  

Can you imagine... working your whole life, only to reach your “golden years” as someone that is disabled and is unable 
to obtain benefits?  

Can you imagine...suffering from debilitating depression that makes life almost impossible, yet you have no insurance 
for medication or counseling? 

These are the stories we hear every day, and yes, we have the resources to see our 
clients, now our brothers and sisters, leave our facility with hope, a cup of coffee, a hug 
and an appointment to return. Through many resources, including a grant, proceeds 
from our Thrift Store, and the generosity of donors and community partners, we have 
been able to provide so much to help people that are hurting and have nowhere to 
turn. Each day we help with medication, doctor’s appointments, private counseling, 
classes on diabetes control and substance abuse, patient assistance programs (with the 
pharmaceutical companies), and we have specially trained advocates to guide them 
through the process of applying for benefits.

This facility was our CEO, Karla’s vision, that has now become a reality with new services still being added.  Please come to visit 
us, experience the Center for Life and learn about all that we have to offer. You will be amazed, and our coffee is pretty good too! 

The Legacy of the Little Blue Pigs
We recently learned that one of our dear friends, Laura Watson, passed away.  Laura was a long time member of First Christian 
Church and was part of their Disciples of Christ. We’ve mentioned Laura in our newsletter in the past, because she was responsible 
for the “Little Blue Pig” ministry at her church. Laura started her own ministry, providing blue piggy banks to members of the 
church and asked them to fill them for our Food 4 Kids backpack program. She loved helping the children so much, and that 
was her way of making a difference. Through Laura’s ministry, and the generosity of her church, thousands of dollars have been 
provided to our Food 4 Kids program.  
The good news is, the church is keeping her legacy alive with the little blue pigs and have now named it Laura’s Lil Blue Pig 
Ministry.  God bless all of you at First Christian Church for making a difference in the lives of children!

Staff member Tricia helps a client
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From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley
Tis the Season once again.  We are already receiving the blessings of food drives and turkeys!  It is so 
heart-warming the way this community steps up and wraps its’ arms around our neighbors in need 
every holiday season.  We truly appreciate your partnership and support.  With that said, we couldn’t 
exist without those who partner with us all year long and those who support us financially.  It might 
surprise you to learn that 1/3 of our annual operating budget comes in during the last 2 months of the 
year.  What that means is that we generally enter into the end of the year praying that we meet our 
annual budget goals.  I’m sure most pastors out there can relate.  So if you haven’t made a donation this 
year, it’s not too late to help.  

Here’s just a sample of work that we have done this year by:
•       providing grocery assistance to as many as 450 families each week
•       sheltering homeless families and individuals
•       assisting the uninsured with prescription medications
•       providing a place for those who are suffering physically and mentally to receive free care
•       providing healthy food to needy children over the weekends
•       providing safe permanent housing to mentally disabled women

Please consider being a  part of our ministry and support us with a financial gift.  Every donation is helpful and God blesses each 
one!  Every gift given for the sake of someone in need is really a gift to God. 

Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, 
the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave me something 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,  I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’    
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’   “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  Matthew 25:34-40

Our Thrift Store’s Adventures in eBaying, by Debra Denman
We have a wonderful opportunity to represent Interfaith worldwide, through the eBay online selling platform. Our 
eBay store is called IES Faiths Treasures. While receiving a broad range of items generously donated to the Thrift Store, 
we often find special treasures that are valued for more than what would be typical of a thrift store, so eBay helps us 
get as much value as we can from some of our higher end or collectable donations. After all, our goal at the Thrift Store 
is to provide funding for our free medication program, so reaching out into different retail markets just makes sense. 
It is fun bringing joy to people everywhere, by providing them with desired collectibles or scarce items such as vintage 
clothing and jewelry, along with name-brand shoes and handbags. In return, buyers have the chance to fund a good 
cause – Interfaith!
Next time you are surfing the web, make sure you stop in on eBay and check our store out  
(iesfaithstreasures) – you never know what amazing treasure you will find waiting for you. 
By Debra Denman, Ebay Coordinator 

Debra recently was recently presented an achievement award from Urban League for 
obtaining a permanent position in our organization as our eBay Coordinator. Urban 
League trains seniors wanting to get back into the workplace.  We are thrilled to have 
her work for us at the Interfaith Thrift Store.  



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Earl Supernault, Jr
By:  Thomas and Marian Brown
Susan Thorn
By:  Ben and Helen Hayes
Cindy Stafford
By:  David Stafford
Jim Kirk
By:  Carol Carpenter
Harry Richter
By:  Robert Kuperberg
Chuck Durden
By:  Julie Moody
Joan Veenstra
By:  Esther Foresman

In HONOR of: 
Sandy Fuller
By:  Marion County Tax Collector
        Andy and Louann DeSantis

These Sweet Hands, by Jessica Rodriguez, Director of Ministries
My grandmother Carmen Rosario passed away on April 
29 this year. She loved Jesus. Ever since I was a little 
girl, she always taught me about Jesus and praying. I 
was raised Catholic, and on Sundays we went to church 
and had brunch. I have great memories of watching my 
grandmother hand-make rosaries. As she got older, it 
was harder for her to do because she lost the strength 
in her hands, and her eyes were not as sharp as they 
used to be. 
Over the summer my mother, Maria Vega, was looking 
for a new hobby. She was searching yard sales one Saturday 
morning and came across a plastic box filled with beads. She knew my grandmother 
was urging her to keep her tradition of making rosaries and passing them out. My mom 
has made over 100 rosaries in different styles and sizes and we have passed them out in 
our Intake Office. I love to see the happiness it brings whenever we give an envelope to 
someone with a prayer and a small gift for them. My grandmother’s tradition lives on, 
and we are sharing Christ with others.  

A Special Gift
Give a gift to someone special - an 
honorary or memorial donation 
in their name to Interfaith! 
The person honored (or their 
family) will receive a letter of 
acknowledgement. 
Please contact Kayla for more 
info at 629-8868 x202 or by email 
Kayla@IESmarion.org. 
Mail donations to PO Box 992, 
Ocala, FL 34478.

Many Thanks to...
Special thanks to the College of Central Florida’s 
Student Nurses Association a donation of hurricane 
relief items that were collected for our clients in 
need. Jessica Casey, pictured right, dropped off the 
donations today. 
Thank you to our friends from Meadowbrook 
Church for coming to our rescue after Hurricane 
Irma. A team of volunteers tackled downed trees, 
crushed fences, tangled vines and some seriously hot weather to clean up storm debris. 
Thank you to Sean Forte and his crew . We are blessed beyond measure.

Food 4 Kids is so fortunate to have the Knights of 
Columbus as volunteers. This organization picks up, 
packs and delivers backpacks to 2 schools every week 
and has been dedicating their time to us for over 6 
years. It is amazing how organized and efficient they 
are to keep up with at least 30 to 40 backpacks for 2 
schools. They also have fundraisers during the year 
to raise money for the program. 

God is Our Refuge in the Storm, by Phyllis Tate
I have a small glass angel (she glows in the dark), that was given to me years ago.  She has been neglected and forgotten until 
the night Hurricane Irma passed through. I was worried during the storm, and couldn’t sleep. During the night, I watched and 
listened to the branches and pine cones hit the roof and fall off onto the ground. All the time I thought about Psalm 91, which is 
my favorite Psalm and brings me comfort. One time I just happened to look across the dining room and there on a shelf, was this 
angel, shinning so brightly in the pitch dark room.  It made me realize that God’s presence was with me all the time.  
God can use anything to give us peace - whether it’s a tiny glass angel or the encouraging word of a friend; He is always there.  I 
am proud to work at Interfaith, where we try our best to keep that in mind as we work with the community. Because sometimes 
the thing that God uses the most… is us! 

You who sit down in the High God’s presence, spend the night in shadow of the Almighty.  Say this, “God 
you’re my refuge.  I trust in you and I am safe”.  Do not be afraid of the terrors of the night, nor the arrow 
that flies in the day. For He will order His angels to protect you wherever you go.  Psalm 91: 1,2,5,11

Maria and Carmen
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

New Volunteer Opportunities
by Tina Reid, Volunteer Coordinator
We are currently blessed with many clothing 
donations. It is so great to see people taking care 
of the community in this way. Our greatest need 
for volunteering right now has a lot to do with 
those clothes!  We need volunteers that will sort 
through our donations and put them on hangars 
for our free Clothing Boutique. Another spot, is 
working in the boutique, to hang the clothing and 
keep it looking nice, as well helping our clients.  
Both of these positions are interchangeable and 
have positions available. We have many openings 
during the weekdays.  Do you have time to help?  
There are 2 shifts to choose from:   9 am to 11:30 
am and 1 pm to 4 pm. If you are interested in 
volunteering please contact me at (352) 629-
8868 x210 or Tina.Reid@iesmarion.org. Online 
applications for all our volunteer positions are 
available at www.IESmarion.org.
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Intake Office Gets Fresh Outlook, 
by Koy Harris-Beard, Intake Manager
This month the Intake Office has a fresh outlook on what it means to meet 
the needs of our friends in the community. How helpful would we be to 
our friends and neighbors, if we only provided temporary solutions to their 
ongoing physical, mental, emotional and spiritual problems? 
In a world filled with uncertainty and suffering, many people we encounter 
are hopeless. We are usually the first people they see when they come to 
Interfaith. What should we do? Welcome them, see Christ in them and give 
them the uncompromised message of hope. Jesus is our hope, our joy, our 
peace.  He sustains us when we are weary, weak and without. Many people 
remain trapped in a negative state because they don’t see a way out. I feel 
that if we can get this message of hope out, many people will be empowered 
and strengthened to get out of the dark situation that they are in. 
3 John 1:2 says, “Beloved, I wish above all things that  you may prosper 
and be in health even as your soul prospers.”  This confirms that God wants 
the best for us. We at Interfaith’s Intake Office daily send a strong message 
of hope to the poor, homeless, disabled, hurting, wounded, and those who 
would otherwise feel excluded from society. 


