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Teaching a Giving Spirit, by Steve Clem, Warehouse Manager
This time of year at the Interfaith Warehouse, the generosity of our community starts trickling in with food drives, and by the 
time December rolls around, we’re busy picking up and receiving food drives from all over the county!  We often tell folks that 
one person can make a difference – and it’s so true. 
An example, is kindergarten teacher Gail Burnham, at Dr NH Jones 
Elementary School.  Gail has lived in Florida for over 35 years, and her passion 
for teaching children has blossomed into helping beyond her classroom.  You 
see, I got a call from Gail a few weeks ago and she told me her classroom was 
doing a food drive for us.  Gail told me, “Over 10 years ago, I saw an article 
in the Star Banner where the Warehouse pantry shelves were bare, as they are 
every year at this time. So along with my students, we decided to help out by 
collecting a favorite of the children’s:  peanut butter and jelly!” And she has 
continued that tradition every year.  The response is always outstanding, and 
we’re so grateful to Gail, not only for the food, but that she’s teaching her kids 
a giving spirit that will stay with them for the rest of their lives. 
I went to visit Gail’s classroom to pick up the food, and I was so impressed.  
Gail’s classroom donated 709 pounds of peanut butter and jelly! I was able to tell  her classroom a little about what we do at 
Interfaith. And for kindergarteners, it’s hard to convey how important the need is, and how wonderful their help truly is, so this 
is what I told them. “When I go home after work, and I want a sandwich, I go into my pantry and pull down a jar of peanut butter 
from the shelf.  When our friends that come to see us at Interfaith, go to their pantry, sometimes that peanut butter isn’t there, 
and that makes them sad.  BUT, today, they are happy because you gave them a jar of peanut butter.”  That made them cheer!
If you want to set up a food drive in your school, church, business or neighborhood, feel free to call us for more information.  To 
coordinate your food drive, contact Sonya Tyler at (352) 629-8868x203 or Sonya@IESmarion.org.   

Upcoming Events
The Marion County Tax Collector’s Office have the two great 
upcoming fundraisers for Food 4 Kids. Call their office for 
more information or to sign up. 

Bunco 4 Backpacks   -   February 2, 2018
Tax Collector’s Car Show   -  February 24, 2018

CALLING ALL LADIES! We are looking for women to be 
hostesses at our 2018 Ladies High Tea. This year’s event will 
include a “Festival of Tables” that the entire community can 
enjoy. To learn more about how you can participate, contact 
Karla Grimsley at 352-209-7045.  We are limited to 20 hostesses 
so don’t wait and miss this opportunity! To see photos for 
previous events check out our photo gallery on Interfaith’s 
Facebook page.  

Prayer Warriors Needed
At Interfaith we know that having a relationship with Jesus 
Christ and success in life, go hand in hand. This time of year 
may be the easiest to share that, because we can easily relate 
that gift of salvation to the gift of Jesus Christ to the world. 
Inside our Pantry waiting room is a separate Prayer Room. 
We have a volunteer come in each shift and be available for 
anyone looking for prayer. We are in need of volunteers that 
are comfortable and willing to pray with our clients and take 
that opportunity to share this season’s vital story. This time of 
year more people are wanting to hear that story, and I’d love 
to see you taking that opportunity to share the good news you 
have. 
By Tina Reid, Volunteer Coordinator
(352) 629-8868x210  Tina.Reid@IESmarion.org
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From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley
As we start looking to the year 2018, I am filled with anticipation for what will happen through 

this ministry.  With our Center for Life now providing medical, dental, mental health, medication 
assistance and health education, we are in a position to impact more lives than ever before. We will 
continue to help the working poor in Marion County with grocery assistance and the homeless with 
shelter as we have for decades. But there is a new spirit in the air around our campus. Our staff and 
volunteers are embracing a new culture when it comes to helping people. We are adopting the mantra, 
“the answer is always yes”.  To the degree that we can help someone within our resources and without 
putting anyone at risk we are trying to say “yes” more than ever before.  You might wonder what I mean 

when I say this, because we already do so much to help people. But I have to confess that we’ve allowed ourselves to work with 
limitations based on our lack of resources. But God is teaching us how to trust in him on a whole new level lately. One example 
is with hygiene items. We never seem to have enough soap, shampoo and the other necessities to give every client, so we try to 
control who gets them and who does not; all in the name of being good stewards of our resources. Going forward we are going 
to give them to everyone who asks for them, until we run out. 
God recently proved to us that this is His law of giving, through something interesting that happened in our Center for Life. 
When we hired the Director for this ministry she came in with a heart of compassion and asked me if we could offer coffee to all 
of the clients that came in for services. My immediate response, as usual, was based on the bottom line and I explained that we 
didn’t have money in our budget to purchase the coffee and the cups and the other consumables that come with coffee service.  
But I told her to the degree she could offer it without asking me for funding, “go for it”.  She did just that.  And every day since 
then we’ve had a fresh pot of coffee available to anyone who comes in the door (along with a dispenser of cool water).  The most 
fascinating thing has happened.  We currently have more coffee in our warehouse than we’ve ever had before!  Pallets of coffee 
have come in through various donations without us even asking for it.  There is no doubt that God is proving his promise that 
says “give and it will be given unto you.”  We simply can’t seem to give more coffee than God can replenish.  So we have decided 
to let God show up in the same way with the hygiene items.  We will give until it’s gone.  I don’t expect to run out any time soon.  
Would you consider making an end of the year gift to support the ministry of Interfaith?  I’m pretty sure that you won’t even miss 
the funds and I’m even more sure that your gift will bless someone less fortunate than you.  Simply send a check to P.O. Box 992, 
Ocala, FL  34478 or use your credit or debit card online at www.iesmarion.org.  Or even better…stop by the Center for Life and 
drop off your donation and while you’re here, enjoy a nice cup of coffee.  

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, 
will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” Luke 6:38

Year End Giving Tips 
Interfaith relies 100% on the generosity of our community.  To make sure you get the full benefit of your donation we’ve included 
some helpful information about end  of the year giving.  
For a charitable donation of cash, regardless of the amount, you must have a bank record or a written receipt of donation from the 
charity. Bank records can include canceled checks, bank or credit union statements, and credit card statements. These statements 
should show the name of the charity, the date of your contribution, and the amount paid. Statements should also show the 
transaction posting date. Charitable contributions of $250 or more in any one day to any one organization must have written 
acknowledgment from the organization.
Clothing and household items donated to charity generally must be in good used condition or better. However, this requirement 
may be waived for deductions of clothing or household items of more than $500 if you include a qualified appraisal with the tax 
return. Household items include furniture, electronics, appliances and linens. When you donate your items to a charity, many 
will gladly provide you with a receipt that indicates the value of your contribution to their organization. 
While the year’s end is rapidly approaching, there’s still time to donate in 2017. Contributions are deductible in the tax year 
they’re made, but many people put off donating until the last minute. Fortunately, you have until December 31 to donate for 
the 2017 tax year. Donations made online, by phone, or via social media that are charged to a credit card on or before midnight 
on December 31st count for 2017, even if the bill for the card isn’t paid until 2018. Mailed checks also count for 2017 as long as 
they’re postmarked by December 31st.

by Brittany Beall, CPA and Foundation Board Member 



Special Gifts
In MEMORY of: 
Mack Dunwoody
By:  Ana Dunwoody
Brenda Bryant
By:  Fred, Sr. and Carolyn Roberts
Carmen Greiner
By:  Michael and Diane Finn
        Sandy and Robin McBride
        Ana Dunwoody
Al Bruce
Faye Counts
By:  Julie Moody
Major Henry Chirdon
By:  Whitfield Palmer, Jr.

In HONOR of: 
Dr David Willis
By:  Barbara Ortiz

Our Special Thanks...
Special shout out for all the recent food drives:  
Marion Landing provided 1,512 pounds in food 
Paddock Park Place 552 pounds of food and hygiene  
On Top of the World 427 pounds of food/hygiene
Ocala Palms Community 3,018 pounds of food

Marion County Tax Collector’s 
Office provided 812 turkeys
Palm Cay Community 2,850 of food
Meadowbrook Church provided 17,494 pounds of food
Church at the Springs 1,100 pounds of food
First Baptist Ocala 496 pounds of food
Countryside Presbyterian 500 pounds of food

Family Finds Special Way to Help Shelter Residents, by Dawn Lovell, Shelter Manager
Our Shelter Family wants to thank the Lonnen Family for bringing their time and musical 
talent to the children at our shelter. Every Thursday evening, while the parents are attending 
Bible Study, the Lonnens show up with their love for music, children, and Jesus.  They begin 
with a guitar and vocals, and guide the kids in several worship songs.  Each week, they bring 
their energetic and contagious joy.  Their time spent with our residents is filled with music, 
painting, board games, arts & crafts, and bible lessons.  When I asked their inspiration for 
starting this amazing children’s ministry, Rachel Lonnen responded, “I have always felt a 
strong connection to music and the gospel… to sing to Jesus while ministering… I love 
every second I get to spend with these amazing kids.”  Angelic Vadney replied with the same 
heart “This is a great way to minister to the children. And I love seeing the smiles on their 
faces.”  We want to say thank you to the Lonnen family for sharing your hearts and His song 
with our shelter kids!  You make a difference. 

For information on memorial or 
honorary donations contact Kayla 
at 629-8868x202 or kayla.grimsley@
iesmarion.org. Mail: PO Box 992, Ocala, 
FL 34478. 

Palm Cay Community

Tax Collector’s Office

Food 4 Kids Blessed by Supporters, by Karen Fant, Manager
In October, one of Food 4 Kids’ largest fundraiser of the year took 
place - JEEPTOBERFEST!  The Ocala Jeep Club has been hosting 
Jeeptoberfest for 20 years. Food 4 Kids is very fortunate to be one of 
the charities that benefit from their generosity. Thank you Ocala Jeep 
Club for your continued support!  Foods 4 Kids Assistant, Daphne 
Gideon and IES Board President, Kevin McDonald pictured left.
Thank you to the local chapter of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
(the Eta Tau Omega Chapter) under the leadership of Fredna 

Wilkerson, President and Loretta Jenkins, Vice – President. They  presented Food 4 
Kids with a monetary donation and a cart full of backpacks and food. This organization’s 
focus is fighting childhood hunger (pictured left).  
For at least 10 years On Top of the World Lions Club has been 
hosting an Ice Cream and Hot Dog Social to raise money for Food 
4 Kids. The event was lots of fun and Food 4 Kids was blessed to be 
one of the many organizations that benefit from OTOW Lions Club. 
(pictured right).Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
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Christmas Savings at the Thrift Store
It’s the most wonderful time of the year at the Thrift Store! We 
are stocking shelves and making fantastic deals to help Santa 
save time this year! We can save you time and money too! Come 
shop our wonderful sales and browse our deeply discounted 
items Monday through Saturday from 9 am to 4 pm.
Our wonderful elves (volunteers and staff alike) are committed 
to searching through the incredible donations provided to us 
by the generous residents of Marion County to bring you the 
very best sales, including high end name brands like Tommy 
Bahama, Lily Pulitzer, Williams-Sonoma, and Armani.  I’m 
sure you can find something for everyone on your list this 
holiday season.
From our family to yours, we wish you a very Merry Christmas 
and a Blessed New Year.  May you feel God’s presence in the 
candles, that spread their glow at Christmas and may you 
experience the wonder of His abiding love, as He guides you, 
through each day of the coming year. 

By Shannon Pickering, Assistant Manager

Amazon Smile - Calling all Shoppers
For all you online shoppers out there – did you 
know that when you shop online with Amazon, 
you can designate Interfaith as your charity of 
choice with the Amazon Smile Foundation?  
Using www.smile.amazon.com,  .05% of your 
purchase price on eligible purchases will go to 
Interfaith!  It’s an easy to way to donate while 
you shop.  It’s a win-win!

From Interfaith Emergency Services Staff 
and Board of Directors we wish you and 
yours a blessed Christmas and may 2018 

be an exceptional year!  


