
Clients Served
Jan - Dec 2017

Food (Ocala)                   8,297               
Outreach (food):
     Reddick                        1,219
     Fellowship                    455
     Ft McCoy                     1,061
     Marion Oaks                939
     Other Misc Pantries    404
TOTAL FOOD:           12,375
Hygiene items                  6,184
(Totals above are per household)

Clothing (per piece)    11,426                             
ID Cards                            198       
Homeless ID Cards           409
“Reader” Glasses                  342
Gas Vouchers (medical)         214
Diapers                              293

Food 4 Kids (2016-17 school year)
  Children served           1,600        
  Meals provided        191,220

Shelter 
   Women                            110              
   Children                            75
   Men                                    20

How to Donate
Want to help support 
Interfaith in the work 
that we do?  Please send a 
check payable to “Interfaith 
Emergency Services” at PO 
Box 992, Ocala, FL 34478, or 
give securely online at www.
IESmarion.org. 

Thank you 
for your support! 

February 2018

Life Change Happening, by Sonya Tyler, Director of Operations
When compiling the data for the Statistical Report (on the right) for our newsletter, there was so 
much to talk about for our Center for Life building, that I wanted to go into more details. 

The Center for Life was a hive of activity in 2017. In July of last year, with Brandy Forman-Kraft at 
the helm, our programs at the Center for Life blossomed into a true transformation for our new 
building. Below you’ll find the statistics for our regular prescription program, funded by the Thrift 
Store proceeds and a special grant, as well as all the new programs that Brandy and her team have 
created. You’ll also see the patient count for the clinics, with brief descriptions of the services. 

Prescription Assistance: Assistance for uninsured clients: Life-saving prescription (30 
day supply); Long Term Prescription assistance through pharmaceutical programs and 
HDG grant assists with diabetic and mental health diagnoses.

1,277

Medical: Free patient-centered medical care, disease prevention, and health education 
provided by HOPE Clinic, by appointment only. Clinics are held weekly, with additional 
clinics as providers are available.

837

Mental Health: Free client-centered therapeutic services provided 5 days a week.  
Generally by appointment only, but will take “urgent-need” walk-in’s if time allows. 

199

FreeDOM Clinic:  Free quality dental care provided at least once per month, for exams, 
cleanings, extractions, and fillings.  FreeDOM also provides free quality vision care, once 
per month by appointment only.

134

Health Advocacy: Volunteer-led program to assist clients in securing resources (SSDI, 
Medicaid, etc.) and in navigating the health system once resources are in place.

242

Diabetic Education: Free health education classes provided weekly, every Tuesday from 
3-4pm.

88

Recovery:  Free recovery classes provided weekly for those struggling with addictions to 
substances and/or behaviors, every Monday from 9-10am.

43

We are grateful for our partners that work with us at the Center for Life, that help provide such 
healing for our clients.  If you would like to take a tour of our facilities, please call Karla or Brandy 
at 352-629-8868.  

Volunteer Retires After 27 Years of Service
After volunteering for 27 years, Pat Shore did her last volunteer shift, and 
a retirement party was in order! Many years ago after retiring from the 
medical field she came to give of her time to help the clients at Interfaith. Pat 
said, “Interfaith was a small way I could pay back for the many blessings I 
have been given in my life.”  Pat started in our Intake Department, and years 
later moved to the Warehouse where she answered the phone and broke 
down large bags of rice, beans, sugar and flour into smaller bags so we could 
serve more people.  What a labor of love and what a special lady!  Thank 
you for all of your faithful years of service, Pat!  You will be greatly missed. 
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From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley

There are so many wonderful experiences here at Interfaith, that I struggle when it comes to 
writing this article each month. I wish I could share them all. But I had an experience around 

the Christmas holidays that had a profound impact on me. As I mentioned in a previous newsletter, 
we are changing the culture here at Interfaith to be in relationship with the homeless that are regulars 
that eat at the Brother’s Keepers Soup Kitchen located on our campus.  We’ve always been kind and 
helpful to them but entering into relationship is a completely different thing.  I now have two of these 
women that I call friends. These are women who have been on our property for years but I never got 
past a cordial “hello, how are you” until last year.  These women have never asked me for anything 
and I’ve never seen them under the influence of drugs or alcohol. They are simply poor. So when the 

holidays came I asked each of them for permission to get them a gift for Christmas. They reluctantly agreed. I didn’t get anything 
extravagant, just some shower gel, body spray and lotion. I also wanted each of them to have something that would last, so I 
bought each of them an inexpensive necklace.  When I gave the gift to the first friend, she was very gracious and thanked me as I 
went about my business. A little while later when I saw her again, I asked if she liked her gift.  She said yes and then put her hand 
out holding the box with the necklace and said, “but I want you to have this.”  I was taken aback and reminded her that I bought 
that for her.  She stood firm and said, “I want to give it to you” with a big smile on her face.  At that moment I realized that the best 
gift I could give her was the ability to give me a gift.  I knew that if I said no, she would be offended, so I thanked her and assured 
her I would think of her every time I wore it.  The smile on her face was worth much more than the necklace. On Christmas day 
I got a call from my other friend.  She wanted to wish me a Merry Christmas and then asked if it was okay to give the necklace 
I had given her, to her Godmother because she wasn’t able to get her a present.  I assured her that was perfectly fine because the 
necklace was hers and she could do with it whatever she pleased.  Again I realized that the best gift I had given her was the ability 
to give a gift to someone she loves. Two women who have nothing, gave what little they had to make someone else happy. That is 
what the spirit of giving is all about.  So if you see me around town sporting a pretty necklace with a rhinestone cross, just know 
that it’s value is priceless.  

As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a poor 
widow put in two very small copper coins. “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more 
than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty 
put in all she had to live on.   Luke 21: 1-4  

Answered Prayer Provides Hope for Hurricane Refugee
When the Prayer Room was envisioned, I wonder if the creators envisioned that it would become a place of solitude for many of 
our clients seeking food. Many come to seek prayers for their needs and comfort. And for Rosa, it was a safe haven that provided 
hope and healing. 
Rosa endured the reality of losing all her possessions to Hurricane Irma while living in Puerto Rico. She managed to get to Ocala 
to join other family members, allowing her a temporary place to live while she found housing and a job again.
Rosa came to Interfaith for food and whatever clothing we could provide for her family. Fortunately, our free Boutique had 
clothing that fit her and her children, and she was provided with sufficient food to help her get started on her new life.
I was fortunate to have the opportunity to pray with Rosa, and advise her how to contact the Marion County Homeless Council 
who helped Rosa to find a trailer to rent and provided her with utility support.  And she obtained some of the furniture for her 
new home from our Interfaith Thrift Store.
Rosa took one of the Bibles I offered her, and we prayed that her life would improve, through her steadfast belief that God hears 
all prayers. 
A week ago Rosa came back to the Prayer Room for food, for more prayer, and to report to me all of the positive things that had 
occurred since her last visit. Yes, her prayers were answered… she has a good job, her children have beds to sleep in, furniture in 
their new home, and she is making new friends here in Ocala.
Does prayer work?  Ask Rosa and she will tell you, “yes,” and that her Bible proudly sits on her table, opened for all to read when 
they visit.  God does wonderful things for believers when asked.  But you must be faithful and pray diligently.

Pastor Bill Bender, 
Interfaith Board Member and Prayer Room Volunteer



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Helen Reed
By:  Bill Reed
Dewey K Snowden
By:  Joan K Snowden
Clyde and Helen Colson
William and Besse Hayes
By:  Ben and Helen Hayes
Sheldon Scott
By:  Frances (Irene) Brown
        Edward and Brenda Ford
        Robert Kuperberg
Carole DeLuca
By:  Frank DeLuca
Charles and Juanita Murray
By:  Robert H Murray
Mom
By:  Greg and Cynthia Rose
Augie Greiner, Sr
Kate Rhoades
By:  The Greiner Family
Robert E Parnelle, Jr
By:  Lois J Parnelle
Ruth Anne Oster
By: Presbyterian Women, FPC Circle 3
Michael Rou
By:  Ruth Albright
Greg McNeal
By:  Kathy McCormick
Herbert (Bud) Gossett
By:  Anita Gossett
Crawford McGehee
By:  Merna  McGehee
Lillian Chadwick
By:  Don and Marilyn Cernecarl
John Brill
By:  John and Jarl Hagood
M. Lee Arnold
By:  Gloria G Arnold
Carmen Greiner
By:  The Greiner Family
        Terry Crawford
         John and Jarl Hagood
         Ruthanne Mizner
Nathan Oplinger
By:  Edna Oplinger

Many Thanks to...
We are so grateful 
for Jenkin’s Auto 
Group for donating 
a van to Interfaith 
to transport food to 
our remote pantries 
in Marion County. 
Pictured is General 

Manager for Acura and Mazda, Jim Bronson 
handing the keys to Karla! Their support helps us, 
help others.

We were recently blessed by two salons sending 
their staff to come and give free haircuts to our 
friends in need. Thank you Amanda from Hair 
Cuttery and thanks to the ladies from TEXTÜR 
Hair Studio! 
A big thank you to Duke for 
helping us with some losses we 
took related to Hurricane Irma, 
while providing support to the 
community! Dorothy Pernu 
pictured right with Karla. 

Thank you FastTrack Staffing for recently dropping 
off a donation for $10,000 donation! What a 
blessing!

Special thanks to these 
sweet folks from Boy 
Scout Troup 196 who 
donated 503 pounds 
of food for Interfaith! 
God bless you!

In MEMORY of (continued): 
Phyllis Brunswick
Sammie Lee Smith
By Terry Crawford
Dr Thomas M Brill
By:  Fred and Carolyn Roberts
Dolly Singh
By:  Ruth and Larry Dexheimer
Lisa Ly
James Wittren
By:  Karla Grimsley
Stanley Malever
Kenny Roberts
By:  Carolyn Grissom

In HONOR of: 
The DeSantis grandchildren:
Luke, Jane, Dylan and Drew
By:  Andy and Louann DeSantis
Gwen Clair
By:  Janet Rogers
Rob Simon
By:  Jerry Gause
Mr and Mrs John Holman
Betsey Salberg
By:  Louise and John Moore
Andy and Louann DeSantis
Keith and Jan Knorr
Bobby and Ann Richardson
Whit and Diane Palmer
Sid and Carolyn Varner
By:  Sandy and Tom Fuller
Suzanne Lilly
By:  Anonymous
Colleen Ridenour
By:  Leanne Ridenour
Barbara and Vic Musleh
Janet Trexler
Howard and Ann Vandenburgh
Ronnie Carter
By:  Bette Leeward
Mary Alice Adkison
Blue Montsdeoca
Aleta and Fred Fisher
Debbie Wilkinson
By:  Whit and Diane Palmer

In HONOR of (continued): 
Shirley S Ausley
By:  Howard and Ann VanDenburgh
Mr and Mrs John H Moore
By:  John A Holman

Honor a Loved One
Give a gift to someone special - an honorary or 
memorial donation in their name to Interfaith! 
The person honored (or their family) will receive 
a letter of acknowledgement. Please contact Kayla 
for more info at 629-8868 x202 or by email Kayla@
IESmarion.org. Mail donations to PO Box 992, 
Ocala, FL 34478.
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Check out our website at
www.IESmarion.org

MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

New Sale Dates at the Thrift Store
by Shannon Pickering, Assistant Manager
Are you one of the many who spend their weekends 
searching yard sales for the next great deal?  Does it make 
you squeal with delight when you find exactly what you’ve 
been looking for at an amazing price?  Do we have news for 
you!  Interfaith’s Thrift Store is proud to announce $5 bag 
sales on the first Friday and Saturday of every month!  
We invite you to come and browse our unique treasures 
to find that one of a kind item. Our dedicated staff and 
employees search every month for just the right items to 
include in our sale.  All types of items are included from 
housewares, gently used name brand clothing, electronics, 
books, and artwork.  Every aspect of our store is represented 
in this monthly event!  
If you prefer indoor shopping, there’s plenty of isles to stroll 
through. Our well stocked store is open to browse at your 
leisure. We can’t wait to see you here!
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God is Moving in a Mega Way 
by Koya Harris
I believe that every ministry at Interfaith will operate in a MEGA 
way this year! Although I’ve only been here for a short time, I 
already see the areas where God wants to move in a MEGA way! 
Every day I come in and hear the heartbreaking stories—see the 
people who are on the verge of giving up, no food, dirty clothing, 
no shoes, no hygiene, etc. and I feel the pull to operate in a 
MEGA way! When something is MEGA, it’s extreme; beyond 
the norm. I believe that Interfaith is a MEGA ministry that has 
to operate in MEGA faith to meet the needs of Marion County 
residents. In this New Year it is my prayer that we will supersede 
that which we did last year in a MEGA way! I believe that God 
will touch hearts and minds of more people like the ones who 
already give of their time, money and energy to make Interfaith 
what it is today. Our God specializes in the MEGA and He wants 
to do something MEGA through you, will you let Him? 
 “Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall 
ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and 
rivers in the desert.” Isaiah 43:19


