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Letter Carrier’s Drive Set for May 12th, by Sonya Tyler, Director of Operations
Our Warehouse crew is gearing up for the National Letter Carrier’s Stamp Out Hunger campaign, Saturday, May 12th.   Last year’s 
25th anniversary of the program collected 71 million pounds of food in more than 10,000 cities across the country!  Despite the 
rain last year, locally we raised 135,360 pounds!  This year, our hope is to double that amount! 

How can you help?  
It’s easy!  Put a bag of non-perishable food near your mailbox on Saturday, May 12th and your 
friendly letter carrier (or one of our volunteer helpers) will pick it up and bring it to Interfaith.  
Food collected for this special one time a year drive, is shared with food pantries throughout 
Marion County and reaches into our outer-lying areas that are particularly poverty stricken. 

What should I donate? 
Canned Vegetables and Fruit, Macaroni and Cheese, Cereal and Oatmeal, Peanut Butter & Jelly 
(plastic containers best), Rice, Pasta and Spaghetti Sauce (like: Hunts 26 oz can), Canned Beans, 
Canned Meats (tuna, chicken) and Canned Soup.

Going to be out of town, or want to contribute even more?  
We love to hear that! You can drop off food at our Warehouse, Monday – Friday, 9am – 4pm at 450 NW 2nd Street, Ocala.  

Want to help even more?  
That’s awesome!  You can volunteer to help sort food as it comes in, loading and unload mail trucks that stop off at Interfaith and/
or local  post offices, or even be a cheerleader to thank our awesome letter carriers for their hard work that day. It’s a labor of love 
for the letter carrier’ that participate in the Stamp Out Hunger program – it’s long hours and back-breaking work, on top of their 
regular duties – so make sure you say ‘thanks’ to your letter carrier for supporting local food pantries in need. 
For information about volunteering, please contact Tina Reid at (352) 629-8868 x210.
We live in such a generous community, and we know that May 12th will be a special day of neighbors, helping neighbors. So let’s 
Stamp Out Hunger together Marion County!

Retail Bliss Found at the Thrift Store, by Sonya Tyler, Director of Operations
If you haven’t been to our Thrift Store lately, you really need to make the time.  Change is in the 
air – and the change is miraculous! The isles are clean and de-cluttered, there are really beautiful 
furniture pieces (that are so awesome they disappear almost immediately), great next-to-new 
household items and don’t get me started on how organized it is!  It’s… amazing!  
What do you ask, is causing all this storm of activity and retail bliss?  New Store Manager, 
Shannon Pickering, and her staff are knocking it out of the park. Shannon started at Interfaith as 
a volunteer in our Clothing Boutique over 3 years ago, and now is a shining star managing our 
Thrift Store.  You need to stop in and say hello, then take a look around the store – you wont be 
disappointed. Hours at the store at 9am – 4pm; located at 718 N Pine, Ocala. 

Store Manager, Shannon 
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From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley

Often people approach me to discuss how we address the growing homeless situation in our 
community. It commonly starts with the idea of purchasing a vacant building, renovating 

and housing them there. While that sounds like an easy and wise solution, housing people who are 
chronically homeless is much more complicated than that. You see, the homeless population that are 
able to get jobs and therefore have income are easily transitioned to permanent housing as they regain 
their self-sufficiency. That is the population that we work with most in our shelter. But the homeless 
that you see day after day, week after week, year after year on the streets are not that easy to help. Many 
of them either suffer from mental illness or are mentally challenged (meaning they have adult bodies 
but mental ages of children). None of these conditions are their fault or can be cured. Mental illness 

can be treated with medication, but that is certainly not always the “cure”.  As much as I love America, sadly, we do a poor job of 
taking care of those who can’t care for themselves. 
To house this population requires a great deal of on-going services and support. That is where it gets expensive. Once you house 
them, who pays for the utilities?  Who pays for the property and liability insurances? Who pays for repairs and takes care of the 
ongoing maintenance? Who will pay for the qualified staff necessary to case-manage and offer on-going direction and support 
to the tenants?  I wish I had easy answers to these questions. I know how hard it is to raise the funds to do what we do here at 
Interfaith. Some days it feels overwhelming. And every day, I see the people on the streets around us and wish we could do more. 
When I come to this place where answers allude me, all I know to do is throw my hands up to God and ask for His divine help. I 
believe that if many of us join together with the same plea, He will move mountains and help us come up with a solution.  Until 
then, we keep pressing on and loving them as best we can.  

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.”  Ephesians 4:2

Interfaith thrives on partnerships. One that is crucial to our 
Center for Life mission is FreeD.O.M. Clinic. They offer free 
medical, dental and vision to those without health insurance 
and who are unable to get these services. Interfaith has five 
satellite pantries in Marion County, where we partner with 
local churches. One of the goals we have for 2018 is to bring 
these two groups together so we can help meet the needs of 
those in remote parts of the county.  
In January,  FreeD.O.M. Clinic put on a clinic at First Baptist 
Church of Ft. McCoy on a Saturday. 
Ann Burnett of FreeD.O.M. Clinic, described the day: “As is 
customary, the first patients start arriving by 10 p.m. Friday 
night. The church’s pastor was kind enough to arrange for his 
members to arrive at midnight to direct parking, and due 
to the freezing temperature, let them into the church so they 
could be warm and have access to the bathroom as well. When 

we arrived at 5 a.m. there were already 
100 patients waiting in the church with 
many more nearby. We were able to offer 
dental, optical and medical that day.” 
Pastor Jeff, Marion Hess, and their 
volunteers and staff were awesome! We 
were grateful for some of Interfaith’s staff 
and volunteers that helped as well. By the 
end of the day, 238 people were able to 
receive the medical attention they needed.

Ann provided some statistical data from the day: 
Patients seen and value of services:
Dental: 127  exams, x-rays, cleanings, fillings,         
 extractions, root canals ($78,436)

eye Care: 54 exams, refraction, new prescription 
 glasses ($16,200)

MeDiCal:  57 exams/consultations, nebulizer 
 treatment, etc. ($8,550)

Volunteers:  110 + hours $93,426.90
total Clinic Value (services & volunteer time): $196,612.90

Ft McCoy Health Clinic Outreach, by Jessica Rodriguez, Director of Ministries

Once again the Marion County Tax Collector's Office Car 
Show was a huge success for Food 4 Kids. They raised over 
$6,000.00 to benefit the students of Marion County. Way to go 
Tax Collector's Office! George Albright and his team below, 
along with Karla Grimsley and Karen Fant.

Food 4 Kids Corner



Special Gifts 
in MeMory of: 
Gaynelle Myers
By:  Theresa and Alfred Smardz
Barbara Wamp Cope
By:  Kirby and Sandra Manning
        Trusty and Charline Drake
        Buddy and Anne MacKay
Dr Tom Fuller
By:  Kirby and Sandra Manning
        Victor and Barbara Musleh
         Phyllis Cohen
         Ana Dunwoody
         Ann and Bobby Richardson
         Bill and Beth Futch
         Carolyn and Fred Roberts, Sr
Keith Bradshaw
By:  Carolyn and Sid Varner
        Victor and Barbara Musleh
        Carlyle and Shirley Ausley
        Larry and Rhonda Mack
Stanley Malever
By:  Victor and Barbara Musleh
        Ann and Bobby Richardson
Howard VanDenburgh
By Trusty and Charline Drake
      Buddy and Anne MacKay
      Rev Robert and Pat Greaves
Jo Ann Sandy
By:  Trusty and Charline Drake
        Carlyle and Shirley Ausley
Marie Sands
Bobbie Costello
By:  Trusty and Charline Drake
Mack Dunwoody
By:  Ana Dunwoody
Joe Hardman
By:  Nelwyn Yeary and family
Andrew Reid
By:  Cynthia Wiest
         Karen Reid
Kenny Roberts
LuJean Price
Betty Brooks
By:  Ann and Bobby Richardson
John William Cochran
R John Brill, Jr
Norman C Hatfill
By:  Bill and Beth Futch

Many Thanks to...
We are so grateful to the Council of Women 
Realtors of Ocala/Marion County for collecting 
over 900 lbs. of food at their Bingo event. 
A big thank you to 
On Top of the World 
Ocala Open Pro-Am 
Golf Tournament for a 
generous donation of 
$42,500! 
Thanks to Ocala Palms community for their recent 
food and hygiene drive of 2,132 pounds!

Thanks to Del Webb 
Spruce Creek for choosing 
Food 4 Kids as the 
recipient of their Senior 
Games Fundraising Event. 
It was a huge success and 
we were presented with a 
check for $8,600. 

in MeMory of (continued): 
Ruth Murray
Basil Bristow
By:  Carol Bristow
        R William Futch
Dr Steve Gilman
By:  Buddy and Anne MacKay
        Larry and Rhonda Mack
        Dr C Brooks Henderson
        Mr & Mrs Harold B Jones
Martha Roberts
By:  Jane Lokai
Don James
By:  Shirley James
George Albright, III
By:  Kristina Martin
Grace Savaria
By:  Robert Kuperberg
Ron Joos, Sr
By:  Alice Privett
Tony Azevedo
By:  Susan Azevedo

in Honor of: 
Roberta Scott’s birthday
Connie Landy’s birthday
By:  Phyllis Cohen
Celine Mack’s birthday
By:  Tom and Evelyn Weaver
Tony and Irena Lizzo
By:  Thomas and Marian Brown
Cheri Casey
By:  Richard George

A Special Gift
Give a gift to someone special 
- an honorary or memorial 
donation in their name to 
Interfaith! The person honored 
(or their family) will receive a 
letter of acknowledgement. 

Please contact Kayla for more 
info at 629-8868 x202 or by 
email Kayla@IESmarion.org. 
Mail donations to PO Box 992, 
Ocala, FL 34478.

April Showers Bring May Flowers
At the Interfaith Thrift Store, we don’t just sell 
gently used items at reasonable prices, we are also 
a ministry that helps serve the community and 
beyond.  Our volunteers not only dedicate time and 
talent to Interfaith, but to other non-profits as well. 
Daily, hundreds of treasured items pass through 
the hands of our amazing staff and volunteers at 
the store, ranging from clothing to furniture to 
kayaks.  
What happens, though, when we are blessed with 
an abundance of one item at any given time? For 
glass vases, volunteer Ken Bailey has a solution.  
If excess vases are unsold in a two month period, 
Ken gathers them and takes them to Random Acts 
of Flowers, a non-profit organization based out of 
Dunedin, that receives vases and repurposes them 
with donated flowers.  The vases are then delivered 
to various places, such as Hospice centers, hospitals, 
and assisted living centers.
It is a testament to God that our volunteers and 
staff have such a charitable heart locally and in 
other communities. Next time you’re in Ocala, 
stop in and say hello to our crew. You are sure to 
find some treasures of your own.  

Do not neglect to do good and to share what 
you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 
God. Hebrews 13:16

Shannon
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Check out our website at
www.iesmarion.org

MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

High Tea Brings Laughter, Tears and Hope to Others, by Karla Grimsley, CEO
On a beautiful afternoon in early March, 180 ladies dressed for tea and joined Interfaith 
for a special afternoon in Sholom Park. Tables were lavishly and creatively decorated 
by a group of special hostesses, set for high tea. Three very brave women shared their 
stories of how they have overcome homelessness and other obstacles through the support 
of the Interfaith Homeless Shelter. There was laughter and there were tears and it was a 
wonderful day. Due to the efforts of our wonderful hostesses, 
$29,000 was raised. You can check out beautiful photos of all 
the tables on our Facebook page.
This year’s sponsors: Wells Fargo Bank and Susan Lightbody 
of Morgan Stanley. Also special thanks to these partners who 

provided food:  Stella’s Modern Market, The Salted Brick at Trilogy, Ivy House on the Square. And of 
course we are so grateful to On Top of the World Communities for allowing us to use their beautiful 
Sholom Park and Event Warehouse for loaning us serving platters.  
Special thanks to all the lovely ladies that were this year’s Hostesses: Amanda Tuck & J Holland 
Interiors, Toby Fernandez, Evelyn Nussell & Michelle Stone, Renee Porter, Taylor and Angela Grace, 
Barbara Fitos,  Kathy Dinkins & Barbara Hopkins, Manal Fakhoury, Sonya Nasser, Diane Coleman, 
Karla Grimsley, The IES Shelter Staff, Susan Lightbody, Darla Cowan & Joan Truby, Jen King, Jessica 
McCune & Paulette Millhorn, April Savarese & Donna Cress, Susan Lightbody, and Christa Johnson.  

Return Postage Requested


