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Thanks to Donors, Tabitha Builds a New Life
by Dawn Lovell, Shelter Manager
Tabitha came to Interfaith seeking a new way of life.  She arrived with a small bag of belongings, 
a broken heart and shattered dreams. She had made a couple wrong turns in life but showed 
great willingness to create a better path.  Although she has faced several challenges along the 
way, Tabitha perseveres and has overcome a plethora of obstacles.  With each obstacle, she 
has gained insight into herself and the world around her.  Instead of giving up, she presses 
forward.  
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on 
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus.  Philippians 3:13b-14

Over the past few months, Tabitha has gained full-time employment, 
is an active member of Reformers Unanimous, has rededicated her 
life to Christ, and has been baptized. The relationship with her 
amazing children has been restored.  She has just been accepted to 
the Welding Program at Marion Technical College, where she will 
complete the requirements to hold a career in Welding.  Tabitha’s 
life is just beginning.  She has demonstrated how hard work and 
faith can revive dreams once forgotten.  Good things await this 
strong and beautiful girl.  We are blessed that we can be a part of 
her journey. 

We know that all things work together for the good of 
those who love God: those who are called according to 
His purpose. Hebrews 8:28

Thanks to donations to Interfaith and our shelter, ladies like Tabitha can start again. We are 
so grateful to those that support our programs, so that together we can be the hands and feet 
of Jesus.  Would you like to contribute to be a life-changing blessing to others? Donations can 
be made online at www.IESmarion.org or mailed to Interfaith Emergency Services, PO Box 
992, Ocala FL 34478. 

Prepping for School, by Karen Fant, Food 4 Kids Manager
It’s hard to believe summer is almost over and it’s time to start a new school year for Food 4 
Kids. Our backpacks are ordered as we look forward to serving 30 elementary schools and 5 
middle schools this year. We are so blessed to have so many wonderful  volunteers who will 
be giving of their time again. As I always say, “ Food 4 Kids has the best volunteers on the 
planet!” If you would like to volunteer and contribute to this worthwhile ministry we have 
an opportunity for you as well.  This school year we will use over 3,000 jars of peanut butter 
and jelly alone. Any organizations, churches, businesses or individuals that would like to 
have a PB&J drive for us, it would be very helpful! If you are interested, please contact Karen.
Fant@IESmarion.org. Enjoy the rest of your summer.

Clients Served
Jan - June 2018

Food (Ocala)                     4,551               
Outreach (food):
     Marion Oaks                        477
    Reddick                          573
    Fellowship                     191
    Ft McCoy                       549
    Other Misc Pantries       52
TOTAL FOOD:              6,393
Hygiene items                  2,976
(Totals above are per household)

Clothing (per piece)    12,652                
ID Cards                            104     
Homeless ID Cards           325
“Reader” Glasses                  291
Gas Vouchers (medical)         108
Diapers                               263

Food 4 Kids (2017-18 school year)
  Children served           1,752        
  Meals provided        195,025

Shelter 
   Women                              50
   Children                            40
   Men                                      9

How to Donate
Want to help support 
Interfaith in the work 
that we do?  Please send a 
check payable to “Interfaith 
Emergency Services” at PO 
Box 992, Ocala, FL 34478, or 
give securely online at www.
IESmarion.org. 

Thank you 
for your support! 

Tabitha off to School
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From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley

With so much negativity and division going on in our country today I’d like to offer some 
advice;  let’s try to show more kindness than ever before. If we claim to love God then a certain 

expectation is laid out for us in Colossians 3:12: “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” Imagine if 
even just those who believe in God adhered to this, what a better world this would be!  But what about 
when others aren’t kind to you?  The book of Ephesians tells us the answer to this is “Let all bitterness 
and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  Be kind to 
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.”  For goodness sake, 
Jesus forgave the very men who tortured and crucified him even as he suffered! How much easier 

should it be for us to forgive someone’s words or opinions?  And if you’re frustrated or angry, I have found that the best medicine 
is to do something nice for someone.  
So here is a challenge for you.  If you are having a bad day, frustrated with things going on in our country or even just in your 
home or workplace... buy some bottled water and put it on ice to get it good and cold.  And then come down to Interfaith any day 
of the week around 1:00pm and hand them to people who are leaving the Soup Kitchen.  I promise you, that you will feel better 
for doing so.  I know none of us are perfect and at times we lose our cool or maybe have to adjust our own attitudes, but let’s just 
try a little harder and... 

“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.”

Prayer Warriors Help Young Mom Find her Way by Pastor Bill Bender, Volunteer
I have written before about some of the people that come into our Prayer Room to find comfort. Those of us Prayer 
Warriors that man the Prayer Room at the Warehouse are quick to offer Biblical knowledge of how God may be called 
upon to solve any problem.
He will always hear our prayers and send solutions to those that are sincere in their prayer and needs. Such was the 
case of the young mother that recently visited while waiting to get food at the Pantry.
Miranda and her two children sat in the Prayer Room and told me their plight. After seeking refuge with her parents, 
the landlord would not allow them to stay after 30 days, and she had nowhere to go but her car.  Her 10 year old attends 
Hammet Bowen Elementary, so she parked her car near the school and the three of them slept in the car together. 
With no job and no place to stay, Miranda was distraught. As she told me her story between broken sobs, we began to 
pray, asking for God to send a solution.  
Although all the local shelters were full, an anonymous donor provided money for her to stay in a motel for a week. 
When her time was up, the shelter had an opening and was able to start a case management plan to help her seek a job 
and permanent solution. 
God found a way to get Miranda to the right place at the right time. Miranda came back to tell me she has hope now, 
and that God showed her he was looking out for her.  

Miranda told me, “I didn’t know that God was watching over us, keeping us 
                        safe, until you helped me find Him. Now I know He’s here.” 
She looks to Him now for support and prays for His guidance.  Shouldn’t we all follow her example? 
I see God’s hand helping many people each week at our Warehouse, and many prayers are heard. May we be able to 
continue His works for many years to come.
For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  My frame was not hidden 
from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.  Your 
eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them 
came to be.  Psalms 139 13-16



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Dr Steve Gilman
Raymond McNeal
J C Parker
By:  Ann and Bobby Richardson
Mel Meyerhoven
By:  Ben and Helen Hayes
Anna
By:  Georgia Moore
Mike Balbas
By:  Robert Kuperberg
Robert Mathews, Jr
By:  Whit and Diane Palmer
        Becky Nation and Family
        Traci Elliott Heinrich
        Ana Dunwoody
Evelyn Hynes
By:  Margarete Mestemaker
Cindy Stafford
By:  David Stafford
Robert Weech
By:  Theresa Weech
Mack Dunwoody
Gaye Johnson
E L Foster
Jim Copeland
By:  Ana Dunwoody
Ute Lewis
By:  Ben and Helen Hayes
Angie Keuntjes
By:  Patsy and Jack Harward 

Many Thanks to...
Thank you to Tom Rueck and the Knights of Columbus in 
Belleview for a generous $1000 donation to our Food 4 Kids 
Program. Tom pictured right with Karla, our CEO. 
A shout out to Twilight Cruisers for 326 pounds of food and 
First Baptist Church for 402 pounds of food! Thank you for the 
much needed food!

Thanks to Buddy’s Home Furnishings for a $500 donation recently  
- pictured left. 
Ocala Rotary presented a check to Interfaith for $2,500 from their 
recent golf tournament! 

Want to Help this Summer?
If you’re wanting something fun to do with the kids this summer, or a group project at your 
office – a food or hygiene drive for Interfaith would be such a blessing! For a list of our most 
needed items, please contact Sonya at 352-629-8868x203 or Sonya@iesmarion.org 

A Special Gift
Give a gift to someone 
special - an honorary or 
memorial donation in their 
name to Interfaith! The 
person honored (or their 
family) will receive a letter 
of acknowledgement. 

Please contact Kayla for 
more info at 629-8868 
x202 or by email Kayla.
Grimsley@IESmarion.org. 
Mail donations to PO Box 
992, Ocala, FL 34478.

Men’s Shoes and Clothing Needed
by Jessica Rodriguez, Director of Ministries
Calling all men of Ocala! Please bring us your gently used clothing and shoes! Our 
supply of mens items is always bleak and shoes in particular are the greatest need. 
It has been raining every day for weeks, and I’ve seen many of our homeless friends 
without shoes (or ones that are broken). Today alone, I saw three different men 
without shoes and it is so heart-breaking. 

I had to take a picture of Corey’s feet today. His flip flops are old and broken – and 
his only pair.  He’s been homeless for several years now.  After he lost his car, it didn’t 
take long to lose his job, and then his home. Now, he carries everything with him in 
a shopping cart. 

I found another gentleman that showed up on our bench today that I had never seen 
before. He laid under the tiny awning on the bench during the rain and tried to stay 
dry. He had no shoes, and only wore socks that were drenched with mud and water.  

Shoes can be brought to our Free 
Clothing Boutique drop off box at 
435 NW 2nd Street, and we will 
ensure they will be given out for 
free to those that need them. 

And he would answer and 
say to them, “The man who 
has two tunics is to share 
with him who has none; and 
he who has food is to do 
likewise.” Luke 3:11
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MISSIoN STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

Back to School Time, 
by Shannon Pickering, Thrift Store Manager
August! While the summer heat is upon us, it is BACK 
TO SCHOOL time! One of my fondest memories of this 
time of year was going to shop for school supplies with 
my daddy.  There’s something precious about picking out 
crayons, brand new pencils, and themed folders.  As a 
child, we don’t realize that such a big event for kids, also 
comes with a price tag for mom and dad.  
For the past year, our staff and volunteers at the Interfaith 
Thrift Store have been stocking and storing away school 
supplies for the new school year.  What a great way to 
save money and support our life saving ministries by 
shopping here with us!
Open Monday through 
Saturday from 9 am to 4 pm, we 
can’t wait to see you here and 
help you pick out just the right 
supplies for your little ones.  
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We Need You!
by Sonya Tyler, Director of operations
In an effort to improve our Thrift Store, we have put a lot of time 
and effort into creating a great training system for sorting and 
pricing items, so we can put out the best items we can for sale, 
at reasonable prices. Considering the volume of items that are 
donated, we literally need dozens of volunteers each week to 
help us keep up with cleaning, fixing, sorting and pricing. That 
is where you come in! We need your help!  Volunteering with 
Interfaith just requires 3 hours, one day a week (unless you 
want to do more of course).  Our friendly staff and volunteers 
at the store are happy to train and stand alongside you as you 
help create a shopping nirvana for Ocala.  Our goal is to have 
the cleanest and best stocked store in town. Can you commit 
to helping us? And, for anyone over 18 years old, we can also 
provide community service hours for those that volunteer.  
Please call our Volunteer Coordinator Tina at (352) 629-8868 
x210 for more information. And if you haven’t been to our 
Thrift Store yet – come check us out at 718 N Pine, Ocala. 


