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Thanks to Donors - Betty Finds Hope at Interfaith’s Shelter
by Dawn Lovell, Shelter Manager
Betty had been living in her car for weeks... and it was getting cold...  and lonely. Unsure where 
to turn, God led her to our door. She arrived with her long-time friend, her doggy Popeye.  She 
was desperate for help and desired a way out of the life she had been living.  The SPCA of Ocala 
offered to take care of her companion while she sought out a new way of life. 
From the moment Betty arrived at the shelter, she exuded gratitude. She was eager to begin taking 
the steps toward a brighter future. She became a valuable volunteer at our Clothing Boutique and 
showed great pride in her work. She actively participated in the classes offered at the shelter, 
which include budgeting, parenting, substance abuse, life skills, trauma focused yoga, bible study, 
women’s empowerment, and daily devotions.  She quickly took on the role of mentor to several of 
the younger ladies.  During her stay with us, Betty rededicated her life to Christ and was baptized.  
Through hard work and lots of prayer, Betty found housing, thanks to the SPCA, and is now 
living in a home of her own, reunited again with Popeye. 
The following is a poem penned by Betty that depicts her experience and the what a new life of grace sounds like.  

What’s happening with America’s Democracy?
They can’t seem to find a cure for poverty.
If this is supposed to be the land of the free and brave,
Why do people eat garbage to keep from their grave.
People sleep in the streets, alleys, and cars,
And for this they’re hassled and put behind bars.
There’s people walking around, no shoes on their feet,
Rumbling through trash cans to find food to eat.
This can’t be right, there must be a better way,
I think I found it, it’s God and a place called Interfaith,
A non-profit organization, that I think is a sensation,
With a loving and caring staff that’s filled with patience.
They just want to help people, no matter who you are,
Everything they do comes straight from the heart.
When I went in there, I was in such despair.
They strengthened my heart and soul, made my pain disappear.
I felt like in this world I didn’t have a care.
It didn’t matter where I came from, did what, when or where.
When I need a kind word I can count on someone there.
They treat everyone the same and they’re always fair.

Seems one day I have everything, the next day nothing,
Wondering to myself why am I suffering.
Not just material things, part of myself was lost.
I didn’t think my mistakes would come with such a big cost.
Interfaith was the net that caught me when I fell.
Interfaith is who reached out when I needed my hand held.
Interfaith is that shoulder to cry on, that hug I need,
That ear to listen without judging me.
The helping hand I truly needed,
With their help in my life, I am succeeding.
I feel I owe a lot to Interfaith,
And by giving back is how I’ll repay.
God lead me here, this was His design, His way.
Because faith in Him he knew I would find.
When it’s time for me to leave, He’ll lead me out,
And my life will be better without a doubt...
I Am Truly Blessed...

Betty Standing Proud

Thanks to the support of donors just like you, we were able to help Betty receive all the love and care she needed to get 
back on her feet, with a biblically based program that made a difference in her life. If you’re not already supporting 
Interfaith, please consider becoming a monthly donor today. Even $25 a month helps keep our program running and 
providing for the needs of so many women and families that come to Interfaith’s door. Become part of the blessing today. 
Donations can be mailed to PO Box 992, Ocala FL 34478, or visit online www.IESmarion.org
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From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley
I’ve just returned to my office from our 2018 Legacies of Love Awards 
Luncheon. Every Valentine’s Day we honor people who have left 
a legacy in our community. This year we honored two outstanding 
women, Beth McCall and Gail Cross. Both of these women are extra 
special to me because I’ve worked and networked with them. Beth 
has been a mentor, advisor and friend to me since I’ve been here at 
Interfaith. Gail Cross was one of the first people I met after coming to 
Interfaith because she was a volunteer in our Intake Department. This 
event has been one of my favorite parts of this job  because I have the 

privilege of sitting with some of the most amazing people and always find inspiration when I 
hear of the ways they’ve given of their time and resources for the sake of our community. 
Which always leads me to the question….what am I doing to leave a legacy?  At the end of this 
life, all that really matters is the other lives you’ve impacted along the way.  If you ask yourself 
the same question and come up empty, then maybe I could help you!  There’s so much to be done 
here at Interfaith and with other agencies that we work with.  I would love to help you connect 
to your mission.  Give me a call and come take a tour. I have a feeling you, too, will be inspired.  

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
Matthew 5:14-15

You’re Invited to the Festival of Tables at the High Tea  Event

Don’t forget to visit Sholom Park on March 6th from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. to vote for your favorite table that has been set for 
our annual High Tea.  At this event, hostesses elegantly adorn a table with a setting for tea for 10 people and the hostess with the 
table that receives the most votes wins the coveted Golden Teapot award.  
Even if you don’t attend the tea party, you can participate in this year’s event! Prior to the tea party, there will be a Festival of 
Tables with a public viewing.  Bring some cash to donate so you can vote for your favorite!  Each vote costs a dollar and every 
dollar goes to support our homeless shelter for women and children. It’s going to be a lovely event and the proceeds will help 
some lovely people who have experienced difficult circumstances.  Who knows?  Maybe next year you will want to be a hostess 
and attend the tea!  Either way, I hope to see you there!  

Gail Cross and Beth McCall

High Tea Festival of Tables
Tuesday, March 6th

10am - 2pm 
Sponsored by Wells Fargo and 

Susan Lightbody of Morgan Stanley 
Sholom park is located at 7110 SW 80th Ave, Ocala, FL 34481 near On Top of the World

A Note from Food 4 Kids, by Karen Fant, Manager
Recently as I was counting my blessings, I thought about the Interfaith Food 4 Kids backpack program and how 
fortunate I am to be a part of this amazing ministry. Food 4 Kids currently serves 34 Marion County schools and 
feeds 1,600 students each week. There are over 60 volunteers that give of their valuable time weekly as well as donors 
that provide monthly support. There is absolutely no way Interfaith could afford to provide this service without the 
awesome support of our community. So as I was counting my blessings, I thanked God for this ministry and all who 
support it and prayed that He would continue to bless it in 2018. Our children in Marion County deserve it.    

Karla



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Francis King
By:  George and Ruth King
Jim “James” Wittren
By:  Warehouse Staff and Volunteers
Jim Conway
By:  Frank and Pamela Stafford
Mack Dunwoody
By:  Ana Dunwoody
Ralph West
By:  Carolyn Grissom
Larry H Putman
By:  Dr and Mrs James Gamble
Rick Tuten
By:  Kinley Tuten
        Chase Tuten
        Ryan Tuten
Lucille Martin
By:  Larry and Janice Martin
Eustice Parnelle
By:  Julie Moody
Dr Thomas J Fuller
By:  Andy and Louann DeSantis
        Susan Azevedo
Howard VanDenburgh
By:  Dayle and Steven Silver
Margaret Renn
By:  Deborah and Thomas Bond
Inge Posner
By:  Theresa and Alfred Smartz
John Brill
By:  Eddie and Beth Lewis

In HONOR of: 
Whit and Diane Palmer
By:  Ana Dunwoody
Karen Fant
By:  Betty and Richard Jernigan
Trudy Runyan
By:  Walter and Virginia Anderson
Marguerite Chappell
By:  Deborah and Thomas Bond

Volunteers Help in Life-Changing Ways
by Tina Reid, Volunteer Coordinator
We have amazing services at the Center for Life, and all of them are supported by 
volunteers.  One in particular has a great beginning that I wanted to share. 
Several years ago, 65-year old Kathy was living in our homeless shelter. While here, 
she applied for her Social Security benefits and was so excited to finally be getting them 
since she had worked most of her adult life.  As Kathy moved on, we assumed she was 
getting a monthly check. What we didn’t know was that for 3 years, Kathy still did not 
receive her monthly check, and she was too timid and helpless to navigate the system 
to figure out why.  When her family member died, she wound up back at our shelter 
and we discovered she’d been without her benefits all that time.  So a staff member 
went to the Social Security office with her to find the problem, and learned that her 
name didn’t match her social security number due to a glitch in the system, so they 
never paid out.  The matter was cleared up finally, and Kathy started receiving her 
checks and got on track to self-sufficiency.  
We realized that this one woman went 3 years without benefits simply because she was 
too timid or didn’t know how to go about asking for help, and we were sure she was not 
alone.  That led us to question what happens when someone was in a similar situation, 
or mentally challenged  or simply illiterate? How many would go without their rightful 
benefits because they simply don’t have the ability to navigate the process? From 
these questions, and thanks to Kathy, we created our Patient Advocacy Program at 
the Center for Life.  Now, trained volunteers sit alongside clients to walk through the 
entire process with them – whether regular benefits or disability. Now, clients have an 
advocate and it’s making all the difference. 
If this sounds like something you would like to get involved in, we’d really love you 
to join us.  The training process doesn’t take much time, but brings such a blessing 
to those in need.  Please call me if you would like to volunteer, for this position, or 
any others at Interfaith.  I can be reached at Tina.Reid@IESmarion.org or 352-629-
8868x210. 

A Special Gift
Give a gift to someone special - an 
honorary or memorial donation 
in their name to Interfaith! 
The person honored (or their 
family) will receive a letter of 
acknowledgement. 
Please contact Kayla for more 
info at 629-8868 x202 or by email 
Kayla@IESmarion.org. 
Mail donations to PO Box 992, 
Ocala, FL 34478.

Many Thanks to...
So grateful to the Ocala Jeep Club for a $12,000 donation to support 
our Food 4 Kids program!! Karla accepting check on right. 
Thanks to these recent groups for their food drive drop offs:  Rasmussen 
College, Robert’s Real Estate, Church of God, Marion Landing, Big 
Lots, and Ocala Eye!
Once again the Tax Collector’s Bunco Fundraiser was a huge success.  
Almost $3,400.00 was raised as well as 1,036 pounds of food collected. What a blessing 
this fundraiser is to Food 4 Kids and we appreciate their continuous support.  

Become a Facebook Follower
Are you on Facebook?  Make sure you check out 
Interfaith’s Facebook page to stay connected to 
our most current needs, events and praises to the 
community.  Twitter fan?  We have you covered.  
Search for us on either social media platform. 
Did you know that our Thrift Store has a Facebook 
page?  When special items are donated, pictures of 
the items are posted with the price on Facebook.  
From golf clubs to jewelry to wedding dresses 
– you’ll never know what you’ll find. Follow 
us on Facebook today at www.facebook.com/
IESThriftStore.  

Look to the Lord and His 
strength; seek His face 
always. 1 Chronicles 16:11
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Spring in the air at the Thrift Store, by Shannon Pickering, assistant Manager
Ah, spring…a time to celebrate warmer weather, flowering buds, and Easter. It is a time of awakening and renewal. March 20th 
marks the first day of Spring, and here at the Interfaith Thrift Store, our minds are set on spring cleaning. We’re preparing space 
for donations that will be heading our way shortly, as folks clean out their closets and start home make-overs. 
Do you have the Springtime bug? Are you redecorating and refurbishing? Remodeling the livingroom or patio area? We would 
love to resell your gently used furniture! Changing from vintage to modern? What better way to support Interfaith than gifting 
your lovely items to us! Give us a call and we’ll pick up your furniture items and provide a tax receipt. 

Looking to renovate? Our store has just what you need to turn frumpy into fabulous! Wanting to try 
something fun you’ve seen on HGTV? We’ve got you covered for all sorts of projects. 
We even offer pick up and delivery services, stretching as far out as The Villages. 
Thanks to your thrifty shopping habits and charitable contributions, Interfaith’s Thrift Store contributed 
over $30,000 to support our prescription drug program that helps our clients pay for life-saving medicines 
they could not afford otherwise. 
Thank you for supporting Interfaith!  We look forward to seeing you soon. 

For lo, the winter is past, the rain us over and gone. The flowers appear on 
the Earth; the times of singing birds is come, and the voice of the turtledove               

is heard in our land. Song of Solomon 2 : 11-12 
Beautiful Ethan allan

Dining Room Hutch 
available now!


