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Calling all Churches, Businesses and Groups – Food Drives Needed 
by Sonya Tyler, Director of Operations
One thing we know we can always count on is our great community! And we’re 
reaching out to ask for help.  As some of you may remember from a few months ago, 
the Letter Carrier’s Stamp Out Hunger food drive in May, provided less than half of 
the amount of food from the years before. The 53,445 pounds of food we received 
from that drive, goes quickly when shared with the other agency food pantries in 
Marion County. Within Interfaith alone, we now support 7 separate food pantries 
throughout the county. Our Ocala location is the largest, but we also support outer 
lying areas including Marion Oaks, Reddick, Fellowship, Ft McCoy, Pedro and 
Dunnellon, to meet the needs where they are. We’ve watched our numbers climb 
recently - seeing our volume of people served at our highest in recent years for this 
time of year. The need is great. 
As of today, our shelves are bare. The small amount of food coming in through pick 
ups at local grocery stores, thanks to the Second Harvest program, comes in and 
out in the same day (I think God is secretly doing that fish-n-loaves trick he’s so well 
known for).  Either way, we need the community’s help!  
Food drives are easy – we can provide a complete list of most needed items (also shown below), flyers and signage to 
post, and help with social media. Please reach out to your pastors, friends and co-workers and schedule a food drive 
today!  Call Steve at (352) 622-4204 or email Sonya@IESmarion.org for more information.  Food can be dropped off 
at 450 NW 2nd Street, Ocala. 
Don’t have time for a food drive?  That’s okay – you can make a financial donation at www.IESmarion.org for food or 
mail a check to PO Box 992, Ocala FL 34478.

Bare Shelves in Pantry

Warehouse Volunteers 
have no food to sort

Canned Vegetables & Fruit        Macaroni & Cheese
Cereal & Oatmeal           Canned Beans
Canned Meats (tuna, chicken)         Pasta & Rice
Canned Soup           Coffee & Tea
Spaghetti Sauce (like: Hunts 26 oz can)
Jelly & Jam (plastic containers best)
Peanut Butter (plastic containers best)   

Thank you in advance for all you do to help your community.  The individuals and families that you help every day, are 
so grateful for the support our donors provide. And whether it’s one can of beans, or 500, you are a blessing beyond 
measure. 
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From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley
Often I’m asked “what does Interfaith need?”  Our number one need is prayer.  Please remember 

Interfaith when you lay your petitions before God. The next thing we need is money!  Plain and 
simple, it costs money to do what we do and provide assistance to people in need. With that said, we 
are extremely grateful to God and to you, our donors, for giving of your resources to help us. Our next 
priority would be volunteers. By having a workforce of over 250 faithful volunteers, it keeps us from 
having to increase our payroll budget. Two critical areas we have right now for volunteers are our Thrift 
Store and facilities! We do not have a paid maintenance person so we rely on the skill and willingness 
of volunteers to keep things in good repair around here.  Of course, this summer the lawn has been a 
challenge with all of the rain.  It would be such a blessing if we had someone who would take on just 

that area of service for us on a regular basis.  
Another critical need we have this month is food. Right now we have more families coming to us for help in the summer and 
fall months due to kids eating at home more, and the cost of sending chilfren back to school. We need some food drives and we 
need them soon. If your church or business or neighborhood  would like to host a food drive, please call our Food Distribution 
Manager, Steve Clem at 352-622-4204.  If necessary we can even bring a box truck to your site so you can fill it up for us!  The 
closer we get to the holidays the food will start coming in, but we seriously need help for September and October.  Please consider 
what you can do.  And as always, to those partners who help us and/or donate year-round, THANK YOU.  We really couldn’t stay 
in business without you!  

A  generous person will be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.  Proverbs 22:9 

New Signs and New Inventory
by Shannon Pickering, Store Manager
If you haven’t been in  
the Interfaith Emergency 
Services Thrift Store 
lately, you don’t know 
what you’re missing! 
There have been a lot of 
BIG changes recently, 
including new signage. 
Hurricane Irma destroyed 
our signage facing Hwy 
441, so it’s nice to have 
that finally replaced! The 
interior of the store has 
been streamlined to allow 
easier customer access, 
clearer viewing range, 
and comfortable furniture 
settings so you can see 
what our gently used and new items would look like in your home 
or office areas.  Our staff and volunteers are working tirelessly to 
bring you the latest styles for home decor and fashionable clothing.  
If you are interested in volunteering with us and being a part of the 
Thrift Store ministry, stop by and have a quick chat about all the 
great opportunities we have available! Stop in and shop! We look 
forward to meeting you!

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom 
shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, 
“Here am I. Send me!” Isaiah 6:8

Yvonne, Angie and Audrey
pose in front of new sign

New Year for Backpack Program, 
by Karen Fant, Manager
Daphne and I are always grateful for the girls in the Lowell 
Boot Camp Program. In August, they helped unpack 450 
backpacks so we could prep them for the new school year!  

Typically, 15-20 girls 
come every Monday 
to help us load our 
purchased food at the 
grocery store, then 
unload here at Food 
4 Kids. It’s a win-win 
situation for both of 
us! They do the heavy 
lifting and we provide 
community service 
hours and assist them 
with working their 
way back into society. 
We are blessed to be 

partnered with them and look forward to an awesome 
school year. 
Speaking of the school year – would you consider helping 
our backpack program this year?  Donations can be made 
online at www.IESmarion.org or mailed to PO Box 992, 
Ocala FL 34478. Last year, Food 4 Kids provided over 
192,000 meals to school-aged children, at risk of not being 
fed over the weekends. Our backpack of food provides 6 
meals for the weekend for each child in the household. We 
appreciate those that financially support, donate food and 
pray for our program – we couldn’t do it without you!

Girls Unloading Food



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Kafiat Saladeen
By:  John LaSelva

Bill Edenfield
By:  Frank and Pamela Stafford

Doyne Hepburn
By:  Kenny and Cheryl Harrelson

Mike Receives Life-Saving and Life-Changing, by Koya Harris, Intake Manager                                                           
Mike came to Interfaith in a time of desperation. After losing his parents less than a year apart, Mike was lost, broken, tired and 
confused. Barely making enough money to support himself, he was left with his parent’s $1,000 mortgage, and custody of his 
niece and nephew who had been in the care of his parents. He didn’t have enough food or hygiene for his new household, and 
was at the end of his rope. To top it off, he realized that school was approaching and he didn’t have school supplies or clothing 
for the children. He was plagued with anxiety and stress.  

I had the opportunity to sit with Mike first to assure him that Interfaith was going to provide food and clothing assistance, school 
supplies and more. The look on his face and the joy that he expressed was priceless. I couldn’t help but get joy myself thinking 
about the impact Interfaith had just made! Mike expressed that he didn’t even know Interfaith existed. He said that he was just 
about to give up until somebody mentioned Interfaith to Him. “Interfaith just saved my life,” he said. 

After his physical needs were met, I knew then he would listen to me speak about his 
spiritual need to know Jesus Christ. In that moment, I was able to share with Mike how 
much Jesus loved him. No matter what we’ve done in our past, God is faithful to forgive 
and give us a brand new start. I lead Mike in a prayer of repentance and acceptance of 
Jesus as his personal savior. When Mike left our office, he looked like a totally different 
person.

I want to say thank you to all of you who faithfully support Interfaith. You have no idea 
the impact you make in the lives of so many people. Your donations of food, hygiene, 
clothing, money, and time (volunteering) gives us the opportunity to not only meet 
the physical needs of this community, but most importantly it opens the door for us to 
witness to them about Jesus. 

A Special Gift
Give a gift to someone special - an 
honorary or memorial donation 
in their name to Interfaith! 
The person honored (or their 
family) will receive a letter of 
acknowledgement. 
Please contact Kayla for more 
info at 629-8868 x202 or by email 
Kayla.grimsley@IESmarion.org.  
Mail donations to PO Box 992, 
Ocala, FL 34478.

Many Thanks to...
Ernie and Carol Brandes (pictured right with Karen) 
from the Corvette Club presented Food 4 Kids with 
a check for $400.00 to cover the cost of backpacks for 
Harbour View School. The club has been buying the 
backpacks for this school for at least the last 10 years. 
This organization also coordinates the drivers, packs 
and delivers the backpacks each week to Harbour View. 
What an amazing group. Thank you Corvette Club.

Special shout out to LSS Logistics for donating a 
great repair job recently on our box truck! Lester is 
pictured with Richard on left.

Thanks to the recent food and hygiene drives we 
received from Pepsi of Ocala:  75+ cases of drinks, 
Countryside Presbyterian: 346 pounds of food, 
First Baptist Ocala: 321 pounds of food, Express 
Employment Professionals: 700+ FEMA snack 

boxes and Andrew Vanover SS Class at First Baptist Ocala: 300 
pounds of hygiene!

A big thank you to Bradley Blessing State Farm for collecting 
peanut butter and jelly over the summer for the Food 4 Kids 
backpack program. With community partners like you, we 
can make a difference in the lives of so many Marion County 
students.  Jess Bostic is pictured left with a haul of PB&J.

Special thanks to Bill Rush for donating a John Deere riding lawnmower for our needs!

If you pour yourself out for the 
hungry and satisfy the desire 
of the afflicted, then shall your 
light rise in the darkness and 
your gloom be as noonday. 
                                          Isaiah 58:10

“Interfaith just saved my life,” he said. 
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Take a Tour of Charley’s Garden, by Joan Truby
Have you ever seen a Frangipani Tree?  The beautiful 
flower leis you see in Hawaii are made from these 
delicate, fragrant flowers. Well, you don’t have to go 
to Hawaii, Tahiti, or even south Florida to see this 
unusual tree.  We have one right here at Center for 
Life in Charley’s Garden, and it’s in bloom right now!  
Charley’s Garden, located at our Center for Life 
building, is a beautiful, serene experience and filled 

with flowers, plants, and fountains. The garden was designed and landscaped by 
volunteers as a memorial to all the babies lost because of premature death.  We 
have a beautiful memorial wall displaying plaques naming the children that have 
been lost.  To find out more information, just call our office at 352-629-8868.
Now you know about us, so please come and visit Charley’s Garden and our Center 
for Life Facility.  Interfaith’s Center for Life exists to meet the urgent health needs 
of those without insurance, or enough income to afford professional care.  We are 
looking forward to giving you a tour of our medical and dental clinic, as well as 
our offices where we provide prescription vouchers to our clients, plus our many 
other services, and of course, Charley’s Garden.

I don’t know about everyone else, but this 
summer flew by for me. I can’t be sad 
though because I am honestly glad for back 
to school. I know many other parents and 
grandparents are saying the same.
Are you alone at home with time on your 
hands, wondering what you can do? Give 
just three hours of it a week to Interfaith! 
We would love for you to join our family 
of over 250 volunteers. You will not only 
be changing someone else’s life, you will 
be changing your own. If you’ve never 
had a tour of Interfaith, please contact me 
at Tina.Reid@IESmarion.org. There’s no 
obligation, and I will show how many great 
opportunities are available!

Volunteers Needed

by Tina Reid, 
Volunteer Coordinator


