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A Heart-Warming Thank You from Emma
Have you ever been hungry and wished you had something to eat but there was no food or money to buy it?  All 
elementary school students receive free breakfast and lunch at school, though some may not have adequate food for 
the weekend. That’s where Food 4 Kids steps in to help. We are blessed to provide weekend food for currently 1,763 
students enrolled in the backpack program. We serve 38 schools in Marion County with the help of approximately 70 
volunteers each week. 
We received a letter in the backpack from one of our students that I would like to share with you. Emma and her 
siblings are fed during the school year thanks to our faithful donors and awesome volunteers. 

If you would like to sponsor a student for the backpack program it’s only $25.00 a month and it’s tax deductible.  
The envelope attached to the newsletter is an easy way to contribute. Donations can also be made online at www.
IESmarion.org/donate. 
On behalf of Emma, and all the students of Marion County, we appreciate your generosity and prayers!

by Karen Fant, Food 4 Kids Manager
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From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley
As a non-profit organization that relies solely on donations for our operating budget, it’s vital to have 

a safety net.  When approximately 30,000 people each year look to you for help we have to know 
that we can meet the need.  That is why Interfaith has been gifted the funds to have an endowment.  
These are funds that are properly invested to grow in value.  The revenue from these investments can be 
used to supplement our operational budget and ensure that we have what we need to provide valuable 
services.  As our operational demands grow each year we also must grow the endowment.  The way 
we do that is through planned gifts.  Planned gifts are generally left in one’s will or estate plan.  Some 
people even carry additional life insurance and make a charity the beneficiary.  This is a way to make 
a difference even after you are gone.  One way to look at these donations is as a gift that keeps on 

giving.  For example, if a person leaves $100,000 in their will to a charity’s endowment, over time that gift can double and benefit 
the charity well into the future.  If you would like to leave a legacy gift to Interfaith, discuss it with your legal representative or 
financial advisor.  They can tell you about other creative ways that you can help a charity in a significant way through planned 
giving.  If you don’t have one, Interfaith has some community partners in those fields that will donate their services on behalf of 
Interfaith.  For more information email me at Karla@iesmarion.org.   We are happy to help you, help us!  As always, we are so 
grateful for the support of this wonderful community.  Together we make lives better.  

As every man purposeth in his heart, so let him give, not grudgingly or out of compulsion; for God 
loveth the cheerful giver.  2 Cor 9:7 

Willie tells her Story
“Hello my name is Willie D, I am a recovering alcoholic and addict. I 
came to Interfaith in May of 2017, where I was accepted into the program. 
Together with the help of my case manager and the shelter staff,  I successfully 
completed my time at Interfaith with a whole new me. They helped me to 
focus on getting my life on track.  I was offered a permanent place in the 
Transitional Housing Duplex that they provide to help single women like me.  
During my time at Interfaith, and still to this day in my new home, I have 
continued volunteering in the Clothing Boutique on the Interfaith campus.  
I have rediscovered God on this journey thanks to Interfaith. I have a home 
group I attend called the Lunch Brunch, I go to regular meetings, and have 
my personal bible study and prayer time daily. I also attend surrounding 
churches as I know these are things I need. In January I received my 2 years 
of sobriety medallion. Yes, I did it! 
I have made up my mind that my old life is not for me. I am successful 
because I listen to Joyce Meyer, and surround myself with gospel music. 
Talking to other addicts in recovery helps me a lot also. 

Today I am a better person, and now see all of my daughters and 
grandchildren. Something I missed out on for years. I have 7 grandchildren. 
I’m so proud I can speak to, and be in their lives.  I love myself today and 
every day, for the first time in my life. Thanks to my God Almighty and 
Interfaith. 
I’m so grateful to Dawn, the Shelter Manager, who was there and always 
supported me including my special day to get my medal. Also to all of the 
Interfaith staff and everything they do day to day to keep me on my faithful 
way to keeping my home and sobriety.” 

God bless you, Willie D

Prayer Warriors 
We believe in the power of prayer, and we 
pray for our clients and residents all the 
time.  Here is a behind the scenes peek at 
our staff. They were getting ready to head 
over to the court house, because two of our 
shelter residents had very important court 
cases. The staff was lifting the ladies, their 
situations and circumstances over to the 
Lord. 
One of the 
highlights in 
working for 
a Christian 
organization is 
that we can be 
bold in our faith at work. A wonderful bonus 
in working closely with the residents is that 
we get to see their faith and love of God 
grow. Some residents come to the shelter 
never believing in Jesus and not even being 
open to the possibility. Over time we get to 
watch God work on their hearts. 
Would you consider being a prayer partner?  
Whether you remember us as you pray for 
others, or want to dive in deep and volunteer 
in our Prayer Room or Devotions ministries, 
if God is tapping you on the shoulder – 
call Tina at 352-629-8868x210 for more 
information. 
by Jessica Rodriguez, 
Director of Ministries

“I have made up my mind that my old life is not for me.” 



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Wilma “Billie” Moose
By:  Lori and Steve Hunter
David Laffey
By:  Frank and Pamela Stafford
       Fred and Carolyn Roberts
John Brill
By:  Kyle McClary
Margie Renfroe
Diane Andrews
David Tuck
Phyllis Ewers
By:  Sandra and Kirby Manning
Karl W Raabe
By:  Carol Raabe
Mark Fleetwood
By:  Julie and Molly Moody
Chip Palmer
By:  Josephine Foster

In HONOR of: 
Cheri Casey
By:  Richard George
Dr Keith Knorr’s 90th birthday
By:  Larry and Rhonda Mack
Sohia Lilly’s 9th birthday
By:  Alessandra Mastroserio
Gwen Clair
By:  Janet Rogers

Our Food Pantry in Action, by Volunteer Bill Bender 
I am reminded of the Bible story in Matthew where the disciples collect a few fish and 
loaves for bread from a young boy so that Jesus could feed 5,000 people.  Jesus blessed the 
food while it was in a few baskets and the food mysteriously multiplied to feed the hungry 
crowd. After everyone was fed there was so much left over they filled 12 baskets with the 
left overs.
Why did Jesus do this miracle?  It was to show his disciples that they need not to worry 
about resources available to the Lord.
God cares for our clients and knows they need love and support. And just like Moses found 
out while wandering in the desert, God will take care of his people.
Our pantry seems to work the same way. There are times that we start a shift with a small 
amount of food and wonder how it’s going to last for more than 80 individuals and families 
that we serve each day.  But by the time the doors close, we have fed everyone and still have 
a little for the next day. God provides donors that bring food to us when we are in need, 
and it sometimes feels as though it’s coming in the donation door the same day it leaves in 
someone’s trunk.  But we always seem to have enough. That’s God’s blessing of love and 
support. 
But the loaves and fishes story also shows us He feeds us spiritually.  For those waiting on 
their food to be packaged at the Warehouse, our Prayer Room provides comfort for the 
hurting souls that seek healing.  Our volunteers provide a prayer and listening ear for those 
in need. 
Thank you for helping to support our food pantry and other services Interfaith provides. 
May we pray for continued abundance. 

A Special Gift
Give a gift to someone special 
- an honorary or memorial 
donation in their name to 
Interfaith! The person honored 
(or their family) will receive a 
letter of acknowledgement. 
Please contact Kayla for more 
info at 629-8868 x202 or 
by email Kayla.Grimsley@
IESmarion.org.  Mail donations 
to PO Box 992, Ocala, FL 
34478.

Many Thanks to...
Marion County Farm Bureau Women’s Committee gave 
a very generous check to the Food 4 Kids recently.  Along 
with Tom Cothron from Insurance Services, they have 
adopted a school and meet the needs of that school by 
donating their time and resources.  They are a blessing 
for partnering with Food 4 Kids to feed the students of 
Marion County.  Pictured with Karen, right.  

Thank you Volunteers Dianne & Emmett Akins for the time you 
donate to Interfaith and for our new Warehouse fax/copy machine. 
Pictured left. 
One of our sweet donors has started making beautiful hand-made 
knives and providing a donation to Interfaith from the proceeds. If 
you’re interested in helping Interfaith by purchasing one, contact 
George at 352-266-1983. 

Bunco was a big success Friday night. 1,194 pounds of items 
were collected. We are so thankful. Thank you Louann for 
your continued support for this ministry. You are loved and 
appreciated. 
Big shout out to these great food drives: Ocala West United 
Methodist Church: 165 pounds, Marion Landing: 231 
pounds, Leadership of Ocala Marion County: 282 pounds, 
VFW 4209:  269 pounds, Queen of Peace Catholic Church:  
230 pounds of food and Your Home Medical:  203 pounds 
of hygiene.

Karla & Louann Desantis

My command is this: 
Love each other as 

I have loved you. 
John 15:12
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.
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Tom Finds Help
at Interfaith
For some, not knowing where 
your next meal is coming 
from is so stressful. We 
recently receive this message 
on our website: 

We were able to get Tom 
connected to our pantry 
and other services, thanks to 
donors like you! Together, we 
can make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Perfect Love in an Imperfect World, 
by Holly Bravo, Center for Life Manager
The Center for Life has worked very hard in promoting better health for our clients. One 
inspirational story comes from a client in need of high blood pressure medications as well as 
assistance with his diabetes. Unable to afford his prescriptions, John was in a serious bind. Due to 
lack of funds, he landed in the emergency room on three different occasions in November. Until 
one day in early December, when I answered the phone and heard his desperate cry for help.  
I was able to refer him to our partner Hope Clinic, (located inside of our building) that was able to 
see him right away and provide the prescriptions he most needed. Shortly after his appointment, 
I had the honor of meeting with him. We provided him with the pharmacy voucher to pay for his 
prescription, along with diabetic health information. He expressed just how thankful he was that 
the Center for Life helped him with loving-kindness, not with judgement. One of our advocates 
is currently helping him find a permanent residence and file for Social Security.
It is very rewarding to know just how much of a positive impact we can make in person’s life. 
Here at the Center for Life, we strive to continuously educate our clients through the love and 
understanding for our fellow man.  

“No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God 
dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.” 1 John 4:12

“Please help. I’m 
starving. Sooo hungry. 
I have no home. I’m 53 
and need someone to 
care. Thank you, Tom.”


