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Bountiful Clothing Donations Create Blessings for Everyone!
by Koya Harris, Intake Manager
The shower ministry has been booming every week. With that said, our Free Clothing 
Boutique has picked up traffic as well. The primary users of our showers are men. 
Because of your generosity, the men can stop by the boutique, pick out something to 
wear, grab a towel and hygiene products and take a shower. I cannot begin to explain 
the joy I see on their faces. There are countless number of testimonies from men who 
now can find something in the boutique to wear and not have to put it on without 
being clean. Maliq (didn’t want to be photographed) is a recipient of your generosity. 
Maliq has been homeless for 10 years and after years of eating out of dumpsters, and 
at soup kitchens when he has the strength to walk, he has become very thin. Maliq 
was among the group that couldn’t find trousers or shorts in the boutique that were 
of a smaller size. Thankfully, after our Facebook posts, countless number of donations 
began to pour in, but I had not seen any smaller sizes yet. 
I’ll never forget, it was a Friday and Maliq visited the boutique prepared to be 
disappointed. Maliq was stunned to see the rack full,  and best of all, there were some in 
his size!  He immediately ran over to the Intake Office and had to speak to me. I admit 
I was a little scared because he said it was an emergency. But when he approached 
my office, he could hardly contain himself! He finally sat down and settled enough to 
get his words out to tell me what he had found. We rejoiced together. Although the 
showers were already over for the day, I couldn’t make him wait after getting such good 
news. So, we grabbed up everything we needed, which was donated by our generous 
donors, and Maliq was able to shower, put on clean clothes that fit and he was on his 
way with a confidence that I’d never seen him display since our first encounter in 2018. 
Thanks to our generous donors, we not only had clothing, but also hygiene supplies 
and fresh towels!  On behalf of Maliq and so many others who are blessed with this 
ministry - we cannot thank you enough! 

Summer Volunteers Needed - Be a Blessing to Those in Need
We have such an incredible staff and our Food Pantry/ Warehouse staff continuously amaze all of us on a regular basis. They are 
true servants to God and this ministry He’s called them to. We also rely on volunteers for the incredible blessing they are to us. 
We have so many volunteers that sacrifice their personal time to help us serve the community, but we are constantly looking to 
fill positions that are a little more labor intensive. If you are someone who is capable of lifting and enduring the summer heat 
at times, we could greatly use your help at the Food Pantry! Any amount of time you are able to give would make a remarkable 
difference for us. 
Our Thrift Store staff is just as amazing and always on lookout for the same type of help, so we have plenty of openings to go 
around. Call me at 352-629-8868 x210 or email at Tina.Reid@iesmarion.org. 

“Everybody can be great...because anybody can serve. You don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You don’t have to make 
your subject and verb agree to serve. You only need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love.”  Martin Luther King Jr.

A happy Cantobie received a 
hot shower  and fresh clothing 

this week - what a blessing!
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From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley
I was trying to think of a scripture recently that talks about the light driving out darkness.  As it turns 

out the scripture I was trying to recall was actually a quote by the late Reverend Martin Luther King 
Jr.  The way that he so eloquently put it, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”  I was pondering this thought because I was offering 
advice to a person who was dealing with someone who was habitually negative and critical.  My advice 
was to “be light” to this person. Obviously their friend had some kind of “darkness” in her spirit or life 
that was causing her to be unkind with her words about others and I remembered this quote by M.L. 
King, Jr.  Simply put, darkness cannot exist in the presence of light.  Just walk into a dark room and flip 
on the light switch.  The darkness goes away as the light obliviates it!  So often when we face someone 

who is negative or unkind our initial response is to judge them.  But as a Christ follower I’m reminded that we haven’t been called 
to judge, but we have been called to be a light to others.  So I counselled my friend to model the opposite behavior for his grumpy 
friend.  I told him to make an effort to say positive things to her about her and strive to make 
her feel uplifted. I encouraged him to counter every negative comment out of her mouth about 
another person with a positive comment either about her or the same person.  I believe that 
over time his positivity, or “light”, will start driving out her negativity and darkness. There’s a 
reason that we all prefer to be around people who are always positive and happy. It really does 
rub off on us!  So keep in mind that your positive attitude and kindness has the potential to 
rub off on others.  

You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor 
do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it 
gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven.   Matthew 5:14-16

Stranger in the Storm, by Holly Bravo, Center for Life Manager
As many of you know, it is difficult to make a large unexpected purchase, especially an expensive medical bill! And for our 
clients, unexpected extras can really hurt a tight budget. Thank God for our donors and partners that step in the gap to help those 
without the funds or resources to get what they need in a crisis. 
We recently received a donation of an entire case of a Pleurex Drainage Bags. These bags are primarily used for osteotomy fluid 
drainage but can also be used for other conditions such as cancer. The pricing per box starts at $2,500 and can go to $5,000 or 
more. The box contained a complete kit of eight bags, along with the essential dressings.
Later that week on a stormy Thursday afternoon, I met Paul, he appeared to be low in spirit. With a concerned voice and quiet 
apprehension, Paul pulled a paper from his pocket. The note from his doctor said he was in immediate need of the Pleurex 
Drainage Bags. I asked how many he needed. He said a total of eight bags until his wife could get back to the hospital. Knowing 
that we received the case only days ago, I remembered the brand-new case that sat on our shelf. I glanced at the sheet and 
exclaimed, “Sir, I believe today is your lucky day!” Confused, he asked what I meant. I went to the shelf and retrieved the box. 
Kneeling down next to the man, I opened the box and asked, “Are these the bags you needed, Sir?” We compared the model 
number of the bags to the paper he had. EUREKA! A match!!  We went through the box together and realized it was exactly what 
he needed, and best of all, at no cost. 
I told Paul that it was like the Lord directed him here. The Lord provided for this family before he came through our doors. How 
awesome is that?  We all felt the joy and with glad intentions, the man tearfully whispered a humble thank you as he walked out 
the door. Since the rain had turned into a summer storm, we looked out to see if the man made it to his car alright. Strangely 
enough, he was gone within seconds of exiting our door. No one was able to locate him or even seen a vehicle he was driving. We 
realized that he had not been wet when he came in, so he couldn’t have been walking. He completely disappeared.  Stunned, we 
concluded that it could have been a test to each of us, or possibly an angel. Be mindful who you encounter; you just never know 
if that person is really an angel is disguise. 

Let brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares.  Hebrews 13:1-2

Keep an eye out in next 
month’s newsletter for 

details about our 
Give Back Gatherings

 in October.  
If you would like to 

attend – make sure you 
let Karla know at 
(352) 209-7045 or 

Karla@IESmarion.org. 



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Valerie Tritz
By:  Marilyn and Don Cernecarl
Dan Andrews
By:  Cindy Andrews
David Laffey
Charlie Wade
Murial Webb
Rob Adamiak
By:  Terry Crawford
Gail Schoemer
By:  Bob Schoemer
Christine Diamond
Robert Shukoski
Richard Marshall
Rick Croton
By:  Gail and Vern Shukoski
Dick Marshall
By:  Ben and Helen Hayes

In HONOR of: 
Judy Chambers’ birthday
By:  Dan Copper

New Ramp at Food 4 Kids 
Exciting things are happening at 
Food 4 Kids. We now have a safer, 
wider and more visually appealing 
ramp. The old ramp was too steep, 
only had one hand rail and was 
not safe for our volunteers. We are 
so pleased and now don’t have to 
worry about any volunteer falling 
while carrying a backpack.  All 
the volunteers have been thrilled 
about it. One of our volunteers 
from the Knights of Columbus 
organization uses a cane and hasn’t been able to enter the building. Now that the ramp has 
been installed, he feels safe using it and was able to come inside the building. He was so 
happy because he doesn’t have to wait in his car and can now help his colleagues pack the 
backpacks.  If you are in the area you are welcome to stop by and see our new improvement. 

A Special Gift
Give a gift to someone special 
- an honorary or memorial 
donation in their name to 
Interfaith! The person honored 
(or their family) will receive a 
letter of acknowledgement. 
Please contact Kayla for more 
info at 629-8868 x202 or 
by email Kayla.Grimsley@
IESmarion.org.  Mail donations 
to PO Box 992, Ocala, FL 34478.

Many Thanks to...
Chuck Gaj from Central Christian Church brought tons 
of shower kits that their Central Plus group so graciously 
made! You guys are awesome! Chuck is pictured right.
Special thanks to Lauren Bowen, Broker Associate at 
Robert Slack LLC. She reached out to us and within a few 
weeks they blessed us with over 100 boxes of mac and 
cheese, over 100 boxes of spaghetti and other pastas, 30 
boxes of cereal, 50 peanut butter and jelly and 50 pasta 
sauce.  440 lbs! We are grateful! 
Special thanks for these awesome recent food drives (in 
pounds):  Palm Cay:  1,028;  Trinity Baptist: 253;  Bradley 
Blessing State Farm:  179; Oakcrest Hardware:  250; Marion 
Landing:  211; Ocala West United Methodist Church:  
266; First Presbyterian Church Bible School:  640;  Robert 
Slack Realty:  496; and Summer Glen Fit Forever Club:  
New sheet sets and towels for the shelter; Countryside Crafty Christians:  9 bed mats with 
fleece blanket, 10 wooly scarves; and Peace by Piece Ministry, St Paul’s United Methodist 
Church:  30+ sun dresses.

Resident Goes from Homeless to Success Story in Record Time
Ingrid contacted us in March of this year to inquire about shelter. Little did we know that an amazing story was about to unfold 
before our eyes.  Ingrid and her extraordinary son entered our 90 day program and began following the case management 
plan set forth for her and her son, in order to be successful. Ingrid was openminded and worked with the shelter staff by doing 
everything possible to become stable and independent. She attended bible study, parenting class, budgeting, yoga, and life skills 
which helped her physically, mentally, spiritually, and financially become a better person. Ingrid started attending church and 
dedicated her life to Jesus within a month of being in the shelter. 
Interfaith is here to encourage every individual that walks through our door to become independent and successful.  For our 
shelter, success may look like getting a job, getting stable housing, in some cases going back to school.  With the resources and 
encouragement that we provided, Ingrid took every initiative and made it all into an absolute success for her and her son. Not 
only was she successful at finding a house and making it their very own,  she also grew spiritually.  
Now, Ingrid’s gratitude towards Interfaith, has transformed into volunteering with us, as she is looking forward to helping others 
succeed, just as the opportunity was given to her in her time of need. 

Central Christian

by Layla Nikoonejad, Resident Assistant
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MISSIoN STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.
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Want to Make a Difference in the Life of a Child? 
by Karen Fant, Food 4 Kids Manager
Would you like to make a big difference in a student’s life this school year? I have the 
answer! Food 4 Kids Backpack Program will be starting our new school year soon and 
here are some ways you can contribute to the life of a hungry child.  

Adopt a student for $25.00 a month - this will provide 3 meals a day 
for Saturday and Sunday for 1 month
Sponsor the purchase of a backpack for $30.00
Make a $100.00 donation which will buy 63 jars of peanut butter 
or 204 boxes of macaroni and cheese or 54 boxes of pop tarts, etc ..
Donate 2 hours a week to transport backpacks to a school 
Organize a peanut butter and jelly drive

These are just a few examples of ways to contribute to the Food 4 Kids backpack 
program. It is amazing how a small contribution can make such a large impact on a 
student’s life.  If you are interested, please contact Karen Fant at 352-620-8239 or email 
Karen.Fant@iesmarion.org 

open Haus 
Fundraiser 

On Monday August 26, 
2019 if you eat at Open 
Haus Restaurant on Silver 
Springs Blvd,  10% of the 
proceeds will go to benefit 
Interfaith!
Invite your friends and 
family for a lunch or night 
out on the town and help 
raise money for a great 
cause.  
Their address is 3105 E 
Silver Springs Blvd, Ocala, 
FL 34470; their hours are 
11am – 9pm. 


