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Losing a Lifeline, by Sonya Tyler, Director of Operations
Brother’s Keeper Soup Kitchen, run by Blessed Trinity, is one of the many partnerships that Interfaith shares with other local 
non-profits. It operates 365 days a year, and feeds lunch to about 200 people a day.  Interfaith supports them by paying their 
utilities and providing a free, shared space on our property. We serve many of the same clients, and we know they share our love 
of helping those in need. 
Sean has been coming to the Soup Kitchen lately for lunch.  Sean is homeless and carries all he owns in a backpack.  I haven’t met 
Sean in person yet, but I watched him go through a situation recently that was heart-breaking. 
Sean was sitting next to an outdoor electrical plug, charging his phone and waiting for the Soup Kitchen to open. Now some of 
you may ask why a homeless person has a phone.  There are programs through the government that provide a free, cheap phone 
to those in Sean’s situation.  Most of us take our phones for granted these days – they are always with us – we use them to schedule 
meetings, send emails, play games, and of course, make phone calls. For Sean, his phone is his lifeline.  It’s a way for him to stay in 
touch with friends, check on job interviews, and just have in an emergency.  When the doors to the Soup Kitchen opened, Sean 
waited for the line to get smaller. Watching for the right moment, he popped up and went inside to grab a plate of food to bring 
outside; leaving his backpack and phone by the wall.  In the short amount of time he was gone, someone walked up and took his 
phone.  Sean came out to find his phone was gone. 

The police were called, and Officer Ridges and I watched the scene take 
place on our security cameras. My heart broke, watching Sean’s face as 
he realized his phone was gone.  And sadly, this happens quite often.  
When you see someone that’s homeless sleeping on a bench, or perhaps 
under the tree near our office, it’s because it’s typically a safe place.  
Being homeless means always being on guard.  I don’t think Sean has 
been homeless for long, and this week, he learned a hard lesson.  After 
Officer Ridges wrote up the police report, I watched Sean walk away in 
the pouring rain, as everything he owned was getting soaked.  I didn’t 
get to speak to him personally that afternoon, and I don’t know where 
Sean was headed, or what his story was.  I only know that it was another 
example of suffering. 
Join me praying for Sean and those that are homeless every day. I know 
God hears our cries and comforts those in need. 

When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their troubles. Psalm 34:17

Food 4 Kids Finishes the Season Strong, by Karen Fant, Manager
What a great year for Food 4 Kids!  Can you believe we fed 1,837 students and provided 223,082 meals to students for 
the 2018 - 2019 school year? Wow! All of that wouldn’t have been possible without the help of nearly 100 volunteers 
contributing 2,941.25 hours of their time to this ministry.  
We get asked all the time how are the students are fed over the summer. The good news is - many of the schools 
are open in the county for breakfast and lunch so the students still are being fed. Thank goodness! God bless all the 
supporters of Food 4 Kids – it’s thanks to you that all these children were fed this year!  And as we close down for the 
summer, we are already looking forward to next year.     
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From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley
Give Back Gatherings

It’s a new day and a new Interfaith! By that I mean that we are so blessed by this community that our 
programs and services are expanding. We know that our staff, volunteers and donors are the heart and 
backbone of Interfaith. We love working with all of you and would like to do something to show our 
appreciation and to get to know you better.
So we’ve come up with ‘Giving Back Gatherings’. We are still in the brainstorming phase and it will 
of course morph into whatever God wants it to be. For now though, put it in your internal tickler file 
that we would like to offer you the opportunity to build community with each other as well as provide 

educational workshops to you. Coordinated by our board member, Lou James, we will be bringing in professionals (who will not 
get your name or sell you anything) to do mini presentations on a myriad of topics which will change each month. Attorneys 
may speak on the pros and cons of probate and protecting your assets from creditors. CPA’s may address the tax law changes 
or creative ways to take your required minimum distributions. Bankers may share protecting yourself from identity theft and 
financial exploitation. A property and casualty agent may explain how to review your policy limits to reduce risk. Only one will 
speak each month, and I promise you it will be fun and informative (or they won’t be coming back)! 
Every month we will meet at CenterState Bank: 1632 E Silver Springs Boulevard for food, fellowship and an opportunity to ask 
professionals whatever concerns you. We have a sponsor providing lunch and it’s our way of thanking you and to get to know 
you better. We realized that we have such deep relationships with professional men and women in Ocala and thought to tap their 
expertise to share with all of you who are very near and dear to our hearts. We envision a one hour visit to start at noon for lunch 
and a mini workshop and to get you out by 1pm.
We will start late summer and make sure you have plenty of lead time to save the dates on your calendars. Keep on the lookout 
for our kickoff date and we look forward to seeing you there and getting to not only know you better, but to acknowledge your 
part in our story. PS…if there is a topic or something that keeps you awake at night or one where you can’t find a solution; then 
let us know, as most likely we will have a contact who can address the issue. Also, feel free to bring a friend as we believe life was 
meant for good friends, food and great adventures! 

Praise for Partnerships, by Holly Bravo, Center for Life Manager
The Center for Life has been working extensively with our community partners as well as acquiring additional partnerships to 
ensure our clients receive the best care. I would like to take this opportunity to say thanks to our partnerships. Each one brings a 
valuable resource to Interfaith’s Center for Life and it is a great pleasure to serve together. 

Estella Byrd Whitman Wellness Center, Carolyn Adams             Ocala Family Resource Center, Melissa Casto
Freedom Clinic, LCSW, Brandy Forman-Kraft   Dept. of Health, Nutritionist, Pat Staton
21st Oncology, Physician Liaison, Helen Greene  Advent Health, PharmD, Carlette Williams
Deliverance Outreach Ministries, Pastor Tyrone Oliver  Our Hearts Align, Kara Mangum
Alpha Center, Lori Aguirre      Heart of Florida/Freedom Clinic, Dr. Don Bovell
Dept. of Health, Mobile Health Bus, Tammie Durden   Career Source, Maria Marz
Dept. of Health, Demi Danso-Odei    Tobacco Free Florida, Cathy Cook
Freedom Clinic, Langley Dental Bus, Denture Facility, and Vision services, Ann Burnett
Freedom Clinic, Medical Massage, Terri May and Carla Poppe
HOPE Clinic, Cindy Grow, Becky Puckett, Katlyn McNeal and all the facility providers.

Most of all, I praise our Lord Jesus Christ for his infinite omnipotence and magnificent guidance. He has brought each of us 
together to serve the greater good in His name.
Additionally, the Center for Life is in the process of opening the HOPE Clinic for two daytime slots during the week for medical 
services as well as providing an exercise class. The clinic is currently only open on Tuesday and Thursday nights from 5:00 pm to 
8:00 pm. We are always looking for volunteers with a medical background to assist us in the goal of improving quality healthcare. 
Many more to come, stay tuned.

Only fear the Lord and serve him in truth with all your heart: for consider how GREAT 
things he hath done for you.  I Samuel 12:24 



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Carl O’Neal
Dr C Brooks Henderson
By:  Laura and Scott Shurter
Tony Azevedo
By:  Susan Azevedo
Ricki McClain
Katie Dupler
By:  Frank and Pamela Stafford
Ruth Albright
By:  Laura Gordon
        Ann and Bobby Richardson
Mort Perkis
By:  Robert Kuperberg
David Varner
By:  Diane and Arlie Ulland
        Kirby and Sandra Manning
Muriel Webb
By:  Ann and Bobby Richardson
Dr Thomas J Fuller
By:  Louann and Andy DeSantis
Alvin Wolf
By:  Robert Kuperberg

In HONOR of: 
Ann Marie Stanley
By:  Bob and Donna Schmidt
        Bill and Kathie Ritcher
David and Cheri Bedenbaugh
By:  Wilma and Cindy Andrews
Frank and Karen Bauer
By:  Patsy and Jack Harward
Andy DeSantis, Jr
David DeSantis
By:  Louann and Andy DeSantis
Shay, Jason & Troy Guynn
Lee, Erin, Ellie, Austin & Julia Clymer
Beau Clymer & Katie Winters
Marriage of Devon & Kirby David
By:  Woody and Rita Clymer

Mats for the Homeless! by Koya Harris, Intake Manager
Daily we encounter individuals whose only place to lay is outside. Some on 
concrete. Some on grass. If they are fortunate, maybe a tent or a park bench. Either 
way, we know that those places are not safe or clean. We have special donors who 
support our homeless friends by making mats that they can sleep on. These mats 
are so unique and made with a whole lot of love. 
This month I chose to shine the spotlight on a group of 
awesome kids who chose to do something special for the 
community. This year in Art and STEM, the 8th graders 
at Cornerstone School built looms and wove three large 
sleeping mats out of plarn (plastic yarn)! Each piece of 
plarn was prepared by hand through transforming a 
recycled plastic grocery bag into strips that were linked 
together to form a chain. The chain was then woven onto 
the looms they built. When finished, 250 bags became 
a durable, water resistant, and surprisingly cushy mat for someone in need. These 
mats were definitely a labor of love and dedication- taking approximately 5 hours 
each to complete. It’s with love that they were woven- and with love that we send 
them out to be used. Many thanks to Cornerstone School! 

A Special Gift
Give a gift to someone special - an 
honorary or memorial donation in their 
name to Interfaith! The person honored 
(or their family) will receive a letter of 
acknowledgement.  
Please contact Kayla for more info at 629-
8868 x202 or by email Kayla.Grimsley@
IESmarion.org.  Mail donations to PO 
Box 992, Ocala, FL 34478.

Many Thanks to...
We were so blessed with the amount of food collected for the 2019 Letter Carrier’s Food 
Drive.  By the time the last of the food was weighed, we collected a total of 127,817 pounds!  
That’s the best we’ve had in years!  What an incredible showing of how much our community 
loves helping their neighbors!
The 2019 Brick City Beer & 
Wine was a huge success and 
3 charities were presented 
with checks for $24,500 each.  
Interfaith was blessed to be 
among them.  This annual event 
is put on by the Silver Springs 
and Ocala Sunset Rotary Clubs.  
Interfaith is grateful to those clubs and all of the local businesses that sponsored the event; 
the lead sponsors being The World Equestrian Center, RLR Investments LLC, Neighborhood 
Storage and First Federal Bank.  The benefiting charities are Marion County Literacy 
Council, Kimberly’s Center for Child Protection and Interfaith Emergency Services.  We 
can’t thank everyone enough for this gift. Check presentation is pictured above with Karla.
Thanks for these recent food drives (in pounds):  Palm Cay:  319; Ocala West United 
Methodist Church:  534; First Baptist, Ocala:  470; Vets Helping Vets:  45; West Marion 

Hospital:  636; Ocala Regional Hospital:  2,186; 
Countryside Presbyterian Church:  265;  Democratic 
party:  77; Missy Ridgway, Angels:  181 and VFW 4209: 
143 pounds! Other blessings include:   Joann Koenig:  
13 baby quilts and Silver Springs Water: 15 cases of 
water!
A big shout out to the Classic Cruisers of Ocala for a 
$400 donation. IES Board Member Nick Nikkinen was 
there to thank them in person. We couldn’t exist without 
our awesome community partners!      (pictured left)
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MISSION STaTEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.
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Volunteers!
Our Center for Life is still 
needing office volunteers. 
We also have a need to fill spots 
for the summer months, from 
where our travelers depart for 
cooler climates. 
Can you help in our Free 
Boutique or Warehouse or 
Intake Office?  It’s a wonderful 
way to connect with folks that 
are so grateful for the help.
One day a week for 3 or 4 hrs 
can make a huge difference 
in the lives we are blessed to 
make a difference in!
Please call me at (352) 6296-
8868x210 or Tina.Reid@
IESmarion.org.
 

Where Donations End Up, by Shannon Pickering, Store Manager
Have you ever wondered what happens to your Interfaith Thrift Store donations after you 
drop them off?  Will someone purchase a used bowling ball?  Bill and Linda Thomas sure 
will!  Long time Interfaith shoppers, Bill and Linda have been foster parents to abandoned 
pregnant dogs and puppies for well over 12 years. They’ve trained guide dogs for the blind 
and for service Veterans.  Some of these dogs have been placed with disabled vets and one has 
gone to Homeland Security.  In their latest venture with puppies, they needed a way to keep the 
puppies in an enclosed area on their farm without the little ones hurting themselves. So Bill and 
Linda decided that bowling balls would make a great barrier to allow pups to play. The pups 
are fostered up to 8 weeks until they are able to be spayed, neutered, chipped, and adopted. 

And guess what?  Bill and Linda’s purchase of all those 
bowling balls, go to help the mission of Interfaith (while 
also accomplishing their own mission). Proceeds from our 
store, go to our Prescription Program at the Center for Life 
– which helps those without insurance, get medication that 
they greatly need. 
This is just one example of many, that demonstrate how 
your donations are used at Interfaith!  Whether you have 
donations to give, or time to shop, stop by our Thrift Store 
at 718 North Pine in Ocala.  We’re open Monday – Saturday 
9am – 4pm.  Tina


