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A Coat For Joe, by Sonya Tyler, Director of Operations
I love our Board Members here at Interfaith.  They all volunteer to meet once a month to discuss and learn about what’s going 
on at Interfaith.  They also take time to be on committees for each of our departments, and are encouraged to find something 
that speaks to them – whether it’s the shelter, food pantry or even our Thrift Store. They pour their heart and prayers into those 
ministries.  They care about our clients and want to help. 
Earlier in the year when the temperatures were so cold, one of the Board Members pulled me aside after a meeting and handed 
me a thick, warm coat that he had pulled from his car.  He said, “This morning God told me someone needs this coat, can you 
make sure it gets to someone in need.”  I smiled and said, “Of course.” 
As I made my way back to my office, I looked up and saw Joe walking down the street.  Joe is homeless, by choice, and he walks 
to our property every day to wait for the soup kitchen to open.  In his 70s I would guess, Joe has HIV.  He keeps to himself, never 
bothering anyone, and rarely takes assistance other than a hot meal.  This morning, Joe was shivering and without a jacket as he 
made his way along the sidewalk.  I walked up to him and said, “Joe, someone thought you might need this today, would you like 
to have it?”  As I held out the warm coat, Joe reached out and took it with a smile. 
Since then, I’ve seen Joe time and again with that jacket on, and it makes me smile. You’ll often see him walking, wrapped up in 
a ratty old blanket he’s found, and even on the warmest of mornings, Joe has his blanket with him and that coat.  
This morning, with winter beginning to trickle in, I glanced out my window and saw Joe walking up – still wearing that coat.  
Sometimes you never know where God will lead you, or what small act He may ask of you, that will lead to a blessing for others.  
That one day, many months ago, someone listened to that voice asking to give away his jacket. And since then, that jacket has 
been a source of comfort.  What is God telling you to do this week? Lean in and listen, for you never know the blessing you can 
give to others.  

Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing! For the 
Lord has comforted his people and will have compassion on his afflicted. Isaiah 49:13

Knights in Shining Armor, by Karen Fant, Food 4 Kids Manager
Have you ever had the pleasure of meeting someone that truly wants to make a difference 
and will bend over backwards to help in any way possible?  Well, I have had the pleasure 
with lots of Food 4 Kids volunteers, but one in particular sticks out in my mind and that’s 
Norm Nelson. Norm, with the help of Tom Rueck, has been coordinating the backpack 
program for about 3 years, but has been participating for over 7 years with us.  Along with 
their organization, The Knights of Columbus, they coordinate 2 schools for pick up, pack 
and delivery, as well as doing a 3rd school until our snowbird volunteers return.  Tom has 
moved back up North so Norm handles all the coordinating now.  Around  8 to 10 men  
rotate turns in order to cover the schools each week with some driving over 100 miles 
round trip.  Their eagerness and enthusiasm is contagious.  Norm bales me out of so many 
situations and always with a smile. He says, “I love having the opportunity to provide for 
the needs of the children of Marion County.” In addition to Food 4 Kids, the Knights also 
provide coats for the less fortunate through the schools in the area. What a pleasure they are 
to work with and we always appreciate their willingness to help.  Thanks again Norm and 
The Knights of Columbus!       
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From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley

Around the holidays we tend to count our blessings and realize the abundance in our lives.  Then 
when we see someone who is lacking the most basic amenities we may feel a little twinge of 

guilt mixed with gratitude that we don’t have to suffer in like manner.  So often people say to me after 
taking a tour of our campus, “but for the grace of God, that could be me”.  And sometimes this train 
of thought goes to the next level of asking what can be done to help those who aren’t as abundantly 
blessed.  This is where Interfaith becomes a conduit of grace and good will.  There are so many ways 
that a person can bless someone else through this ministry.  One can volunteer to make sure clients 
that come for assistance can be helped in a timely and kind manner.  The volunteer opportunities 
are vast and varied; from answering the phone to helping someone fill out applications for benefits, 

to helping pick up donations for our Thrift Store - there plenty of options.  And then there is the help that comes in the form of 
prayer.  Just lifting up Interfaith and the people that we serve in prayer on a regular basis is a way to help.  We know the power 
of prayer here because we see miracles almost daily.  Of course a monetary donation is always a way to help Interfaith fulfill our 
mission to serve people in need of food, shelter or other basic necessities.  
On a more personal level you can make someone’s day by just acknowledging them. You can keep snacks or bottles of water in 
your car to share with a person experiencing homelessness….without waiting for them to ask for help.  Recently when I shared 
some food with a young man on the square and asked his name, his response was “why are you talking to me….no one ever talks 
to me.”  Sometimes just showing interest in someone is what they really need and that doesn’t cost a thing.  So for this holiday 
season I’d like to propose a challenge.  The word of God says that we are made in His image.  In Matthew we are told that any 
time we do something for someone in need it’s as if we are doing it for our King.  So try to treat everyone with the respect and 
kindness that you would offer Christ if he were standing in the flesh before you. You might decide to take this challenge into the 
new year.  This is how we help others and change the world.  Thank you all for your support through the year and may you be 
blessed abundantly as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.  

For I was hungry, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, 
and ye took me in.   Matthew 25:35   

Donation makes it all the way to Uganda
The best blessings are those that can be 
passed on.  In recent months Interfaith 
received enough donations of school 
supplies that we were able to share 
them with other local non-profits and 
one local pastor who took them all the 
way to Uganda!  These are some of the 
283 children at LifeSong School near 
Rubandi, Uganda who we were able to 
bless with some much needed supplies.  
We are so grateful to our donors for 
these gifts that we get to share!

Sweet Blessings!
Speaking of passing 
on blessings, this 
year we had an 
abundance of candy 
donated by McLane’s 
and we certainly 
had fun handing it 
out.  We got so much 
we put a call out 
to every agency we 

could think of that might be doing Halloween 
events.  So many churches, schools and other 
programs came and picked up over 71,000 
pounds of candy! One of those that benefited 
from all that sweetness was the Sheriff ’s 
Department, who used it for some of their 
programs that involve working with children 
and youth – and it made the deputies jobs 
a whole lot sweeter as well!  To show their 
appreciation, they brought us a Certificate of 
Appreciation signed by Sheriff Woods!

Thank you Volunteers, by Tina Reid
Thank you to all our volunteers who so faithfully serve this 
community. They have given over 25,000 hours of their precious time 
this year! We pray that each of them will be blessed beyond measure 
this Christmas and in the year to come!
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will 
be poured into your lap. For with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you. Luke 6:38



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Bettye Scott
By:  Brents and Janice Bullock
Lowell Hughes
By:  Brents and Janice Bullock
        Royal and Wanda Bliss
        Susan Greiner
        Josephine Foster
Jerry Cullison
By:  Ruthanne Mizner
        Susan Greiner
Robert Broxton
By:  Kirby and Sandra Manning
Dr Bobby Richardson
By:  Sandy Fuller
        Susan Greiner
        Dr Carol McConnell
        Frances and Brent Malever
        Josephine Foster
        Billie and Ray Shrum
        Julie Moody
        Cindy Fleetwood
        Amy Mangan
        Mike and Diane Finn
        Sandy and Robin McBride
        Bill and Cindi Chambers
        Heidi, Matt & Dan Ellinor
        Bob and Pepper Ellinor
        Liz and Hugh Cannon
        Dayle and Steven Silver
        Donald & Carla Denson
        Barrett, Liner & Buss, LLC
        Henry Moxon
        Carolyn Grissom
        Woody and Rita Clymer
        Henry Harrell, Jr
        Bette Leeward
        Kathy and Jeff Hart
        Jane Sands
        Barbara and Victor Musleh
        The Bullock Family
        Sandra and Kirby Manning
        Anne and Buddy MacKay
        Thomas and Lynn Craggs
        Victor,Jr and Kelly Musleh
        Anne Dozier
        Kay and Rhoda Richardson
Mack Dunwoody
Jim Copeland
E L Foster
By:  Ana Dunwoody

Many Thanks to...
Thanks to St. John Lutheran 
Church for their donation 
of 357 pair of underwear. 
(pictured right).
Special thanks to these 
awesome donors: 
Countryside Presbyterian 
Church:  356; Joy Lutheran 
church:  170; Marion County 
Youth Football League:  2,292; 
Temple Beth Shalom: pickup truck load of packaged food; 
St Paul’s United Methodist Church:  6 cases peanut butter 
and jelly;  First Baptist Ocala:  595 pounds of food (and 178 
pounds of hygiene products).
Big thank you to the Gary Rigby Small Group from Church 
of Hope that donated 5,000 diapers!
From the Food 4 Kids Ministry - 
Madison Street Academy had a peanut butter and jelly drive 
for Food 4 Kids. They collected 130 jars of peanut butter 
and 93 jars of jelly.  Way to go Madison Street Academy!       
Thank you to Ocala Electric for the peanut butter and jelly 
food drive as well as the monetary gift to Food 4 Kids. The 
students of Marion County benefit from your generosity.   

A Special Gift
Give a gift to someone special 

- an honorary or memorial 
donation in their name to 

Interfaith! The person honored 
(or their family) will receive 
a letter of acknowledgement. 
Please contact Kayla at 629-
8868 x202 or by email Kayla.

Hess@IESmarion.org. 
Mail donations to PO Box 992, 

Ocala, FL 34478.

In MEMORY of: 
Ron Wheelis
By:  Woody and Rita Clymer
Byron McClellan
By:  Sandy Fuller
Gerry Fortin Klein
By:  Eddie and Beth Lewis
       Josephine Foster 
       Sandra and Kirby Manning
Ruth Henderson
By:  Keith and Carolyn Fender
Marjorie Renfroe
By:  Sandy and Robin McBride
D Murial Webb
David Laffey
Jake Shirer
Augie Greiner
Carmen Greiner
By:  Susan Greiner
Beth Shergalis
By:  Mike and Irene Reilly
Jim Haselden
By:  Bruce Hutchinson
Martha Roberts
By:  Jane Lokai
Ted Strawbridge
By:  Bill and Cindi Chambers
       Carolyn Grissom
Dottie Maloney
By:  Sandra and Kirby Manning
Thelma Kuperberg
By:  Robert Kuperberg
Bobby Lewis
By:  Leon and Jeri Odom

Florida Feast thank you... 
Special thanks to our table sponsor at Florida Feast for 
their generous support: 
Asphalt Sealing and Striping, BBVA Bank, Brick City 
Pest Control, Carmen's Carmart, Center State Bank, 
Day & Day, CPA, Foundation Services Construction, 
Freedom Health, George Albright, Tax Collector, Glenda 
Vietinghoff, James Hilty - Edward Jones, Kimley Horn, 
Main Street Community Bank of Florida, Marion Lake 
Sumter Title, Max-Air Heating and Air Conditioning, 
McBride Land Development, Ocala Electric Utility, 
Regions Bank, Rolando Sosa – Architecture Studio, Side 
by Side Ministries, Skin Cancer Center of Central Florida, 
Southern Blade & Supply, Sunset Rotary, Susan Lightbody 
- Morgan Stanley, Tobacco Free Partnership of Marion 
County, U. S. Water Services Corporation, Zone Health 
and Fitness, and special recognition to our Event Sponsor:  
Stalnaker Construction. 

Also included on our special thanks are these wonderful 
folks that provided items for our silent auction: 
Brick City Southern Kitchen, Carrabba’s Italian Grill, 
Central Florida Zoo & Botanical Gardens, Dan & Jaky 
McCalls, Ideal Image, Hooters of Ocala, Kanapaha 
Botanical Gardens, Marion County Animal Shelter, The 
Plaza Resort & Spa Daytona Beach, Vern & Gail Shukoski, 
Target and Tri Eagle Sales.
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

Karla’s Closet, by Shannon Pickering, Thrift Store Manager
Have you ever met our CEO, Karla 
Grimsley?  I bet you have! How could 
you miss someone who is so vital to our 
organization and dresses to impress every 
single day?  Here at Interfaith Thrift Store, 
we have a clothing area filled with gently 
used, high end clothing brands such as 
Chicos, Tommy Bahama, Lily Pulitzer, 
and Cabi, aptly named Karla’s Closet.  This 
area is dedicated to our hard-working 
fashionista boss lady who is the face of 
Interfaith.  If you’re looking for a new to 
you holiday outfit for a New Year’s Eve 
party, take this opportunity to come see 
what is in Karla’s Closet.  
And by the way - with the Christmas season here, the store is decked out for the 
holidays with all sorts of donations for your shopping pleasure.  Make sure you 
stop by and see what’s new at the store!  I promise you’ll find something amazing! 
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For our Readers...
On behalf of the Board of Directors, 
the Staff and our Volunteers, thank 
you for being a blessing to Interfaith 
throughout the year.  
We pray for a blessed Christmas and 
New Years for each of you! 

For those of you thinking about year-
end giving, we thank you in advance 
for your generosity.  Your gift provides 
hope – whether food, clothing, life-
saving medical prescriptions or shelter 
from the cold, your financial donation 
makes a difference in the lives of so 
many right here in Marion County.  
God bless you! Karla


