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Learn How Your Donations Change Lives, by Yanique Duff-Ballard
Since 1983, Interfaith has been and continues to be a beacon of hope and a tower of strength to Marion County residents, 
especially those experiencing homelessness and those who are at risk. 
Our shelter program provides a safe, comfortable, and homely place to reside while giving residents all the tools necessary to 
succeed in life and to become productive members of society. Our daily devotions and weekly Bible studies give residents the 
inspiration they need and a strong foundation upon which they can build a good future. We offer classes such as parenting, life 
skills, budgeting, sewing, health & fitness, and GED. Through our partners at Freedom Clinic, we are also able to offer mental 
health counseling to help our resident overcome challenges. Your generous donations grant Interfaith the opportunity to meet 
the resident’s needs while they work on getting back on their feet and finding stable housing. 
Several months ago, a young mom reached out to us for help. Kelsea and her 2-year-old son 
were homeless and living on the streets in places not meant for human habitation. Interfaith 
was able to provide them with a room. We were able to help Kelsea find and pay for childcare 
for her son while she waited on her first check from finding work. After a few months, Kelsea 
was able to get two part-time jobs to sustain herself and her son once they advance out of 
the program. Also, thanks to our neighbors, Parkside Apartments, Kelsea was able to secure 
a 2-bedroom, 1-bathroom apartment with monthly rent based on her income.  Interfaith’s 
Thrift Store (using your donations) was able to furnish their new apartment with everything 
she needs for her and her son.  
Thanks to you and your donations, Kelsea and her infant son, now have a home and everything 
they need to live a fulfilling life. As Matthew 25:40 says, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 
As Interfaith strives to help those in need in Marion County, we pray that you continue to bless 
us with your prayers, time, household items and most importantly, monetary donations.  At 
all times, keep in mind that the person you are helping with your generous gift could be the 
girl at the counter of your favorite coffee shop; the lady that took your order at McDonalds 
yesterday; or the family you sat beside at church last Sunday.  God bless you for your support!

Yanique, Tyler and Layla 
celebrate the delivery of new 

furniture to Kelsea’s brand 
new apartment!

Being Thankful, by Shannon Pickering, Thrift Store Manager 
Everyone has a story of how they arrived at this here and this right now.  Some arrived through prayer and contemplation.  Some 
through strife and resolution.  I was brought to Interfaith through a Facebook post in 2013.  Interfaith was in need of volunteers 
at the Free Clothing Boutique and the timing couldn't have been better for me.  Off I went for a tour through the ministries that 
make up this amazing organization - if you haven't been, I highly recommend it. It was a whirlwind to see what great things 
were being accomplished everyday by so many giving individuals, just like you, just like me.  On my first day of service, I was 
downstairs of the back office in the clothes sorting area and I felt an overwhelming peace pass over me. This was where I was 
supposed to be. 
Six years later, I am managing the Interfaith Thrift Store, confident that through God, I have arrived at a destination that was 
set in place for me by our heavenly Father.  This month and always, I am thankful for you, dear readers, for the support and 
companionship that you provide to the store and to my heart.  Happy Thanksgiving!

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. 1 Chronicles 16:34   
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From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley
As we move into the holiday season and are reflecting on how blessed we are, please remember to 
pray for those who aren’t.  It’s hard to imagine that so many people are still struggling to keep a roof 
over their heads when the economy is booming and jobs are abundant.  Sadly, I still hear from people 
almost daily that are working or have been working that are facing eviction from their rented homes.  
I also hear from someone who can no longer work because they are battling cancer so they have fallen 
behind on their rent.  I actually took a call this week from a local oncology office about a woman who 
is battling cancer, undergoing both chemotherapy and radiation and is about to be homeless.  This is 
just one of the changes in our society that hasn’t been for the good.  If this were 40 years ago, she would 
live near family or in a community of people that were more connected and someone would take her 

in.  But with our new way of life, people leave their hometowns and move away for better jobs or opportunities and it results 
in a very fragmented society and people who are completely alone to handle life’s challenges.  I’ve heard it said that the biggest 
difference between those who become homeless and those who don’t isn’t necessarily finances, but relationships.  Beyond being 
bankrupt financially, sadly many people today are “relationship bankrupt”.   So please pray for those who are alone this holiday 
season.  God Himself declared after creating man that “it isn’t good for man to be alone”.   We also need to be mindful of the gift 
we can give people by building relationships.  That is a free gift that blesses in both directions!  Let’s all be challenged this season 
to be a friend to someone in need and pray for those facing difficult times alone.  I know that this would please the heart of God 
and blessings will surely follow.  May you all be blessed beyond measure!  

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  John 15:12

Entertaining Strangers, by Koya Harris, Intake Manager
Joddie is my new friend here at Interfaith. He came to me feeling helpless. He had been turned 
away by so many people and he felt like he just couldn’t catch a break. The day Joddie came in, I was 
swamped with clients that needed my attention. I thought I had locked our door for lunchtime, 
and because we had reached capacity for the morning, but I think Joddie snuck in.  He approached 
the window, started to talk and I started to explain to Jodie my situation and how I was hoping he 
could come back after lunch – perhaps grabbing lunch at the Soup Kitchen next door, then I would 
help him. In my head, I was thinking about the invite to grab lunch with the girls and I hated to 
miss it.  He said “Ma’am if you are willing to help me, I will wait all day for you. You didn’t say that 
you wouldn’t or couldn’t, you just said not right now and that’s enough for me.” My heart broke for 

that moment because I realized that I was letting the 
pressure of the moment and my own selfish desires 
take away my compassion. I was so convicted. I gently 
tapped Joddie on the hand and apologized to him. I 
asked him to forgive me for being selfish and to please 
allow me to help him when I was finished. He was so 
grateful. I was grateful too.
That day we spent an hour and a half together getting 
to know each other. I was able to get Joddie signed 
up for food stamps and get him a voucher to get a 
Marion County ID. Not only that, I encouraged him 
to look for a job in spite of his criminal record. Later 

in the day, he reported back to me that he got a job and showed me a letter proving his need for 
work boots for his new employment.  I was able to bless him with a pair provided by one of you 
amazing donors. 
That encounter with Joddie taught me a lesson. It is God that has gifted me and equipped me with 
the ability to do what I do at Interfaith. He gave it to me to use to glorify Him and not myself. 
Joddie comes and sees me weekly now. He comes to get prayer, encouragement and a hug.  I was 
so much more blessed by helping him than I think I would’ve been by going to lunch that day. 
Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares. Hebrews 13:2

Ministry Minded
Interfaith is a great place 
to work!  While the vast 
majority of our workforce 
is volunteers, we do have 
some paid positions 
that come open from 
time to time.   If you are 
ministry minded, have a 
valid drivers license and 
have a good work ethic, 
please keep us in mind.   
If you’ve ever considered 
ministry as a profession 
please pray about 
working with our team 
to provide assistance 
to those in need in our 
community.  If interested 
contact Kayla at Kayla.
Hess@iesmarion.org for 
an application and to 
inquire about current 
openings.  

Joddie poses for his new friend Koya

Happy
Thanksgiving!



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Claire Gauthier
By: Charles Haygood
       John Drain
       Jordan Wertlieb
       WBAL-TV & Hearst Radio
       WLK-TV/Louisville, Ky
       WLWT-TV Family in Cincinnati
       John Robertson
Edith Parker
By:  Anonymous
Margo Varner
By:  Whitt and Diane Palmer
Cindy Stafford
By:  David Stafford
Lee Goodson
By:  Alice Goodson
Sylvia Hatch
By:  Nancy Bridenstine
The Honorable Thomas McCoun
By:  Eddie and Beth Lewis
Lowell Hughes
By:  Ben and Helen Hayes
        Trusty and Charline Drake
        Steve and Dale Silver
        Julie and Molly Moody
        Brad and Cindy Fleetwood
Dolly Dixon
Mary School Shelton
By:  Ben and Helen Hayes
Geri, Barb Grimshaw’s sister
By:  Denise Murray

A Special Gift
Give a gift to someone special an 
honorary or memorial donation 
in their name to Interfaith! 
The person honored (or their 
family) will receive a letter of 
acknowledgement. 
Please contact Kayla for more 
info at 629-8868 x202 or by email 
Kayla.Hess@IESmarion.org.  
Mail donations to PO Box 992, 
Ocala, FL 34478.

Many Thanks to...
Grateful for these awesome folks for donations of food (in pounds):  Twilight Cruisers:  
325; Palm Cay:  52; West Baptist Church:  100;  College Park Church of God:  201; Ocala 
West United Methodist:  258; Social Security Office: 1,290. 
Thank you to Crippen, CPA firm for donating a conference table and chairs to us for 
our Administration offices!  And when we were in a tight without a driver, they even 
delivered it for us!  What a blessing!
Thank you to the Marion County Tax Collector’s 
Office, who sponsored an evening of Bunco 
to raise money for the Food 4 Kids backpack 
program.  853 pounds of food were collected 
as well as $4,000!  Thank you Louann Desantis 
(pictured right with Karen Fant, Food 4 Kids 
Manager) and the Tax Collector’s Office 
employees for such a beneficial event.    
Special thanks to Countryside Presbyterian 
Church for their donation of socks! What a 
blessing to our homeless friends and other clients 
that are struggling!

Dr. Pam Lewin (pictured left with Karen) presented 
a generous check to the Food 4 Kids Backpack 
Program. Through her efforts and her partnership 
with Univera, Serve First, this donation will be used 
to provide food for 2 schools that she identified 
as needing assistance.  These schools were already 
part of the backpack program, so we are grateful 
for the help with feeding the students of Oakcrest 
and Evergreen Elementary Schools.  Thank you Dr. 
Lewin for your support.     

Thank you Jimmy Cowen and the MCYFL Sea Cadets 
for their food drive that collected over 2,400 pounds of 
food for our Warehouse!  Some of the crew is pictured 
right. 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; 
my heart trusts in him, and he helps me. 
My heart leaps for joy, and with my song 
I praise him. Psalm 28:7

Thanks to our 2019 Neighborhood Breakfast Hosts
Sentry Management, Inc. , Maricamp Road Church of Christ, On 

Top of the World Active Singles, Marion County Homeless Council, 
Edwards Construction Services, Inc. and the CFL Marlins Swim Team 

We are looking for hosts to help fill our 2020 calendar. If you and 
your group are interested in hosting a breakfast one month next year 
please contact Tina Reid at tina.reid@iesmarion.org. 
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MISSIoN STaTEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.
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oTC Meds Needed
At the Center for Life, we are 
experiencing a great need of over 
the counter medications and 
vitamins. With the cold weather 
fast approaching, many clients are 
unable to afford cold medicine, 
cough drops, really anything 
pertaining to cold weather. 
This ministry sees an average 
of 200 clients during the winter 
months, with most showing signs 
of flu-like symptoms. 
If you can assist us in preparing 
for the cold weather, we would be 
ever so grateful. Stop by anytime 
as we welcome any unopened 
donations like these. Our hours 
are 9am – 4pm.  

Volunteers remembered, by Steve Clem, Warehouse Manager
Here at Interfaith, we’re constantly made aware that the folks who grace our departments 
as volunteers are the lifeblood of what we do, day in, day out.  Now as you could probably 
imagine, if you stick around long enough, you’ll see a great many of them come through 
here.  And each one becomes a friend we all get to know and appreciate.  
Recently, our warehouse family lost three of these extra-special friends.  Their names are Jim 
Wittren, Chaplain Ray Wells and Steve Frost.  
Their presence is so sorely missed, we have taken measures to preserve their personalities.  
This is why in the food pantry, just above the freezer, we have erected a tributary shrine of 
sorts in homage to our friends we’ve lost. 

Jim’s trademark fedora (the one he wore to our 
facilities four afternoons a week) lies to the far 
left.  Next to that sits a jar of Steve’s (a/k/a “Chili 
Pepper”) favorite hot sauce.  And to the right 
of that, an (empty) box of donuts, just like the 
countless ones that would always accompany 
Ray.  It’s people like these who bring a blessing 
and substance to our departments.  We will 
never forget these workers who served their God 
and fellow man until their dying breath.  

our shelf made with love Thank you!


