
From Surviving to Thriving in Christ, by Michelle Collier, Case Manager
Nicole came to Interfaith in mid-December from Alabama.  She came to Ocala for a 
fresh start, but things did not go as expected and she found herself struggling to survive 
day to day.  She found herself at the doors of Interfaith with broken plans but a hopeful 
heart.  The moment Nicole was accepted into our program, she demonstrated exceptional 
motivation and determination.  Within the first week of being in the shelter, Nicole was 
able to secure full-time employment due to her diligence and hard work.  In addition 
to her 40-plus hour a week job, Nicole always found time to volunteer, whether it be at 
our Boutique or helping others in our various ministries.  Nicole has an innate ability to 
comfort and encourage others.  She befriended our respite resident and helped bring her 
to doctor appointments, get her medications, and overall day-to-day needs.  Within a few 
months, Nicole showed her skill at budgeting and managed to pay off debts and repair her 
credit. This lead to her to fully graduating our program and entering into a home of her 
own!  Nicole continues to strive to achieve all goals that she sets.  She currently is in the 
process of beginning a second job as an independent notary public.  Nicole credits her 
ability to rise above any and all obstacles to her faith and trust in Jesus Christ.  She serves 
as an inspiration to both the staff and residents here at Interfaith. 
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Caring for Others, by Jody Schaible, Campus Pastor
People do not care what you know until they know how much you care.
One of my favorite jobs I have here is the opportunity to become friends with our clients that come through the shelter or 
use services on our campus. Fortunately, being the Pastor of Church in the Garden for 4 years has allowed me to meet and 
build amazing relationships with those that are commonly looked over in today’s society. A simple smile and a handshake are 
sometimes all it takes to initiate a great conversation, however sometimes it takes time and trust to build these relationships. 
Gary is one of those friends. He was in and out of jail for one reason or another and always found a way to land on his feet. This 
past January, Gary found himself behind bars again and he realized that this was the last time he could do this. With four months 
of sobriety under his belt, he was released and went home to be with his family to try again.
Gary wanted to find his friends and let them see the new him (clean, sober and full of life), at least that’s what he thought.  What 
he found was a good friend shooting up right in plain sight. Gary began to let his friend know of his disapproval. As Gary walked 
away disappointed, he was stabbed in the lower back, puncturing a lung and nicking his kidney, by the man he just finished 
chastising. This happened on a Saturday night and when I found out the following Monday, I knew I had to see Gary. 
During this time of Covid-19, the hospitals have very strict visitor policies so I knew it would be tough to see him, but I had to 
try.  I walked in his room with a surgical mask on and it wasn’t until he saw me that he started crying, not just crying, but sobbing. 
I found out no one had been able to visit him and when I asked why he was crying and he said, “I never expected anyone from 
Interfaith to show up, I know you care, I just didn’t realize how much!”
Sometimes in life a safe haven can be taken for granted as a right more than a gift or a privilege. God gave us all the gift of love… 
give it, share it, send it, however you express it, because when God is involved its magnified exponentially. I greatly value the gift 
God has given me to minister to my friends and family on the street. I cannot get my friends off the streets alone, but I can give 
them the opportunity to begin a walk with God that will show them endless love no matter the circumstances.

Nicole’s beautiful smile while 
working at her new job



From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley
I hope this newsletter finds you all healthy and blessed. I can’t begin to tell of all the amazing experiences 
we’ve had at Interfaith during the past few months.  I have to start by giving a special thank you to a 
group of employees from the Ocala Hilton who stepped up and became our saving grace for thousands 
of our clients.  When we lost our volunteer workforce due to the need for most of them to social 
distance, a group of people who were laid off from their jobs stepped up and came every day for 3 
months to work in the heat and rain. They were the hands that packed the food and put it in as many as 
180 cars each day.  As the number of clients tripled, these faithful volunteers allowed us to keep serving. 
I have to give a special thank you to Maxi, Cap, Tina, Norma, Monica, and Lucretia.  Also thank you to 
Boys & Girls Club staff, Alexis and Trinity and from United Way’s Strong Families’ Program, Meghan 
and Paige.  You have been a blessing to our community. 

I also am so grateful for the incredible outpouring of monetary donations we’ve received! Your gifts helped us purchase the 
additional food we needed. You, our community, our partners and donors have shown God’s love in such a real and tangible 
way.  Because of your kindness we have been able to do above and beyond what we normally do to help people. Thanks to 
our wonderful partnership with United Way, The Marion County Hospital District, and local businesses like Raney’s, DeLuca 
Toyota, Clay Electric, and Babiarz Law Firm we were able to give out over $200,000 in assistance to help with rent and mortgage 
payments.  Also, with grants from Duke Energy and SECO Energy we were able to help with utility bills as well.  Keep in mind 
that while we normally only serve those of low-income, this season has called us to serve people of all income levels.  With 
thousands of workers laid off from their jobs and many going weeks without pay, it was estimated that food insecurity increased 
by 400% in our country. But in the midst of seeing so many people in crisis, the days here have been blessed with some very 
special moments.  One was a zoom meeting we had with COX Communications during which their foundation gave us $25,000!  
It has been extremely uplifting to be able to help our Marion County residents during this challenging time.  There is nothing 
like the feeling you get when you tell a hard-working single mother that she doesn’t have to worry because her rent is taken care 
of for the next 2 months and she breaks out in tears.  Or getting to pray with a young woman who is over-whelmed with anxiety 
because of the uncertainty that comes with unprecedented times and seeing her countenance change.  I wouldn’t trade these 
moments for anything.  Again and again I get to witness how much God loves His people and how he uses organizations like ours 
to be the answer to a desperate prayer. 

Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God; and everyone that loveth is born of God 
and knoweth God.  1 John 4:7

Carmen and Coco Find a Home, By Koya Harris-Beard, Intake Manager
Soon after the realities of COVID-19 began to set in for many agencies across the county, I met a young woman named Carmen 
who was brought here from another county by her boyfriend and left on the side of the road after she was beaten and left for dead.  
An angel drove by and saw her beaten and covered in ant bites all over her body, and picked her up. That same angel took her 
in that night, fed her, got her medical care and then finally brought her to us. Instantly when I met her, aside from her apparent 
physical condition, I knew I needed to help her.
Because we were in the midst of a pandemic, every shelter was full or 
closed for new entries (including ours).  Not only that, Carmen had a dog 
Coco with her, which was all she had left of her life and most definitely 
her emotional support. When trying to place her into safe housing, that 
meant she would have to get rid of the dog. The thought of losing her dog broke her. Many people might say it’s just a dog, but 
to her it was the only piece left of life as she’d known it. Coco was her best friend.  I knew I had to do everything in my power to 
either convince her to allow me to care for the dog until she got settled or find a place that would take her and her best friend.  
After much coaxing, she consented to letting Cocoa come with me. She didn’t want to, but I had gained her trust.  I still felt the 
need to keep looking for her. So the lovely ladies of our shelter jumped in to help me. They began a wide search for appropriate 
temporary boarding for Carmen and Coco. And just when we had been here several hours past our closing time and thought we’d 
just have to settle, we located a place that she and Coco could stay and be together. It was the perfect ending to a long hard day!  

For nothing will be impossible with God.  Luke 1:37

...beaten and left for dead, Carmen 
had no where to go. 



Special Gifts  
In MEMORY of: 

Sally Williams   
By:  Sandra & Kirby Manning
        Randy & Diana Briggs
        John Arline
        Mary Closson
        William & Charlotte Ponder
        William Chambers, Jr
        Georgia Ellison
        Gary & Rebecca Linn
        Marta & Lowell Hughes
        John & Jarl Hagood
        James C & Shirley S Ausley
        Anne & Kenneth MacKay, Jr
        Helen Sturgis
        Victor & Barbara Musleh
        Ann VanDenburgh
        John & Jordan McMichael
        Josephine Foster
        Trusty & Charline Drake
        Terry & Cindy Crawford
        Judith Chambers
        G M & Judith Starnes
        Mark & Stacey Nix
        Dorothy Thompson
        Thomas & Evelyn Weaver
        Susan Greiner
        Linda Paige
        Ann Richardson

Josephine & Irena Lizzo
By:  Thomas & Marian Brown

Virginia Anderson
By:  Walter Anderson

Darian Collins Ferguson
By:  William & Charlotte Ponder
        Trusty & Charline Drake

Jerry Murphy
By:  John & Jarl Hagood

Dr Lloyd Steinberg
By:  Wayne & Frances Birkenmeyer
        Victor & Barbara Musleh
        Terry & Cindy Crawford
        Susan Greiner
        Maury & Susan Berger

Anne Byrne
By:  Beverly Byrne

Millie Massey
By:  Helen Sturgis

Sarah Love Paul Williams
By:  Jim & Jessica McCune

Sheldon Scott
By:  Robert Kuperberg

Many Thanks to...
Special thanks for these food donations (in pounds):  
Downtown Post office: 296; Arnett House: 248; Spruce 
Creek North: 794; Trinity Baptist Church: 1,672; Keller 
Williams: 1,723; Bangladesh Cultural Center:  603; 
Church at the Springs 4,459; Laurel Run: 350.  Also 
– thanks to Centene Corp for 60 gifts cards @$35.00 
each!
Special thanks to Devon Chestnut and her team 
members at Cox. They presented a $25,000 James M. 
Cox Foundation Grant to Interfaith ! Amazing!

DeLuca Toyota presented us with a $5,000 donation to 
support relief efforts due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Frank DeLuca, President/Owner of DeLuca Toyota 
presented the donation CEO Karla and our Board of 
Directors. Steve, Karla and Frank, pictured above.

Adams Water Conditioning, a family owned local 
company, ordered 2 pallets of food and donated it to 
Interfaith! They wanted people to know that they did 
it as unto God as this is His will....that we love one 
another. 

In MEMORY of: 
Linda Porter
By:  Trusty & Charline Drake
Raymond Rozanski, Sr
By:  Raymond Rozanski, Jr
Kathryn “Kathy” Moore
By:  Gerard Moore
Johnny Moore
By:  Terry & Cindy Crawford
Vera White
By:  Charlotte & William Ponder
Tony Azevedo
By:  Susan Azevedo
Michael Wonders
By:  Joyce & Calvin Wonders
Lee Goodson
By:  Alice Goodson
Furio Vidal
By:  Susan & Maury Berger
Robert Weech
By:  Theresa Weech
Dr Ed Anderson
Clarence Wiglesworth
Nicky Albritton
By:  Ann Richardson
In HONOR of: 
Laura Moore’s graduation  
Jeannie Schoeller
By:  Sandra Fuller
Liz Bonifield’s birthday
By:  Roger & Carol Bonifield
Grady Scroggie
By:  Jim & Jessica McCune
Charlotte & Jack Levine’s 
40th Wedding Anniversary
By:  J C & L R Smith
Taber Young
By:  Mrs William J Daugherty
Steve Clem
By:  Scott Hackmyer

A Special Gift
Give a gift to someone special - an honorary or 
memorial donation in their name to Interfaith! The 
person honored (or their family) will receive a letter 
of acknowledgement. Please contact Kayla at 629-
8868 x202 or by email Kayla.Hess@IESmarion.org. 
Mail donations to PO Box 992, Ocala, FL 34478.

Need for Clothing Sorters !
While we have been slowly reopening our services 
we have not stopped needing clothing. And thank 
God we have been getting them. But now we help 
sorting them!! If you have some free time please 
reach out to me at Tina.Reid@iesmarion.org or 
(352) 629-8868 x210.

During these difficult times, we want to 
assure our community that Interfaith 

does not discriminate against race, color, 
religion, gender, sexual orientation, age or 
disabilities. Please pray for each other. At 
the foot of the cross, we are all the same. 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another.  1 John 4:11 

Tina
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLI NG
TOLL FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

Food 4 Kids to Purchase 600 Backpacks! 
by Karen Fant, Manager

Are you looking for a way to help during this pandemic but 
don’t know exactly how? You have some money to donate but 
aren’t sure where it would be of greatest use? Well I have a 
wonderful opportunity for you! 

Food 4 Kids will be ordering new backpacks for the upcoming 
school year very soon. If you are interested in helping a 
student in need, please consider making a donation to help 
us purchase these wheeled backpacks.  (The backpacks must 
have wheels since the students are also carrying their school 
backpack on their backs.) 
Each year we buy 600 (yes 600) backpacks!! We buy in bulk at 
a discounted price of $32.00 per backpack. It’s a great way to 
make a big difference in a student’s life for not a lot of money. 
If you are interested, please mail your donation to Food 4 
Kids, PO Box 992,  Ocala, Fl 34478.  Thank you so much!

Cleaning Out Closets Recently? 
The Thrift Store Can Help!

Have you spent quarantine cleaning, reorganizing, and clean-
ing?  Do you have piles that need to be dropped off with us?  
Good news! Interfaith Thrift Store is open and ready to take your 
donations! We take all gently used and resalable items Monday 
through Friday from 9 am to 2 pm and on Saturdays 9 am until 
noon.  
Have you stopped 
by and seen the 
remodel? If not, 
it's time to come 
by and look at the 
hard work the staff 
has put in to make a 
cleaner, fresher, and 
better shopping experience for you! Make time in your schedule 
to shop at 718 North Pine. You won't be sorry! Shannon

P.O. Box 992  •  Ocala, FL 34478


