
Food 4 Kids Finishes the Year Strong, by Karen Fant, Food 4 Kids Manager
Even with Covid-19, Food 4 Kids still managed to finish the school year strong. It is heartwarming to think of the students that 
were provided for this year due to the support of caring individuals, businesses, organizations, and churches. 
Thanks to this support and to the many volunteers who gave more than 2,200 hours of their time, Food 4 Kids provided food 
to a total of 1,974 students enrolled in the program. Backpacks were filled over 8,500 times to provide 178,932 meals. Special 
thanks to all the Guidance Counselors at 39 schools in Marion County for their hard work in making sure the backpacks got to 
the students. Even after schools were closed for the Coronavirus, with the help of the Marion County School Board and a very 
successful food drive, we were still able to provide food for students for several weeks.  We are already planning for the upcoming 
school year so if you would like to get involved here are ways you can help:

*  $25.00  will feed one student for a month
*  $35.00 will buy one backpack (we purchase 500 backpacks a year)
*  $100.00 will provide a months worth of food for 4 students
*  $250.00 will buy 1 weeks worth of Mac and Cheese
*  $700.00 will buy backpacks for 1 school 
*  $1,000.00 will feed 40 students for 1 month 

Or if you would like to discuss other options for how you can make a difference in a student’s life, please contact me at Karen.
Fant@iesmarion.org or 352-620-8239. We are looking forward to the start of the new school year and how God will bless Food 
4 Kids. 
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Faith over Fear, by Koya Harris-Beard, Intake Manager
Wow, what a season we have had so far! If there ever was a time we needed faith, the time is now. There is no room for fear in this 
hour, only faith! Fear cripples us. It depletes our ability to think straight, hear instructions from God, and act. I have witnessed 
Interfaith embrace faith over fear! When it looked like we wouldn't be able to feed the community for very long, our faith kicked 
in that God was going to show up. Not only did God show up, but He showed out! When this first began and we shifted gears to 
doing a drive-thru pantry, I left the office setting, put on my sneakers and got busy with packing 
food and loading cars with the Warehouse crew. I loved it! I don't recall a moment where any of 
the volunteers and staff that were out meeting the needs in the blazing sun ever feared catching 
COVID-19. We knew we had a purpose designed by God and as long as He kept on providing 
through people like you, we were going to keep going! So, we showed up, prayed, put our armor on 
and went to work! 
Our community stepped up in such a huge way to support the efforts of feeding our County. It was 
mind blowing! The “Faith over Fear” signs, crosses, cups, t-shirts, car decals, etc to support us was 
just overwhelming. Donations came in each day at the Warehouse – even those that had never given 
before. We never ran out of food.  Not with God in control! 
Our donors are amazing and I cannot thank you enough for your support! And it just keeps on 
coming! I want you to know that every dollar and every donation made to us is accounted for and 
used for what it is intended. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

…Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe. Mark 5:36

A cross gifted to us from 
Hiers-Baxley to remind us 
to choose Faith over Fear



From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley
The word of the month around Interfaith these days is… “wow”.   Not just an average, monotone “wow” 
but more like an “I’m amazed” big-time “WOW!”   Every time a new group delivers tons of food that a 
church, business or neighborhood has collected we say “wow”.  Every day that the line of cars coming 
in need of food goes as far as the eye can see I say “wow”.  Then at the end of every day when I walk 
through the warehouse and somehow it’s not empty, we say “wow”.   Every week when I review the 
deposits and see so many people who have never given to Interfaith before, making a contribution to 
help the community during this crisis I say “wow”.  Every day that the staff and volunteers show up even 
though the work is much harder and every day has a new challenge, I say “wow”.  When we found out 
that we had a client in our Center for Life that ended up testing positive for COVID-19 but because we 

had such solid safety measures in place, none of us were affected, I said “wow.”  
Now to be honest, sometimes the “wow” might be substituted with an “incredible, unbelievable” or “fantastic”, but they are always 
followed with a “thank you, Jesus”.  What a crazy but incredible season we’ve been in!  If you don’t believe that in general, the 
hearts of the people in this community are good, then you need to come down and spend some time with me.  One day around 
Interfaith when this community is in crisis and you will see hundreds of selfless acts of kindness and generosity.  I challenge you 
to come take a tour with me without saying “wow”.  If you can, lunch is on me!  We at Interfaith could never thank you all enough 
for your support and response to the need during these few months.  If you tried to reach out to me and didn’t get a response, 
please accept this apology and understand that we’ve been busier than any time before and there’s been such an outpouring of 
help and concern that I simply haven’t been able to keep up!  With that said, I am still so appreciative for every call.  Let’s continue 
to love and support each other, Ocala, and someday we will look back on the season and say “wow, we got through it.”    

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:7

Sandy Trauthwein
We wanted to take a 
moment to honor Sandy 
Trauthwein, who went 
home to be with the Lord 
on April 10 after a long 
fight with cancer.  She 
was a retired employee 
of the Marion County 
Tax Collector’s office after 
over 23 years of service 
to the community. We 
were told by her co-
workers that Sandy was 
a well-loved supervisor 
of the Highway 326 office 
and she loved Interfaith!  
She served on the Marion County Tax Collector’s Charities 
Committee and won many awards of distinction throughout 
her career. No matter the call for help, she answered it. Recently, 
the Tax Collector’s office sponsored a food drive in her memory 
which netted 1,501 pounds of food and over $1000.00.  Sandy 
was a very good friend to Interfaith, a faithful servant, and an all 
around lovely person.  She will be missed. 

Sally Williams 
Many people are surprised to learn how long Interfaith 
has been in existence.  It was 37 years ago that a group of 
concerned pastors and citizens organized this ministry and 
launched Interfaith’s mission to help those in need.  On April 
29th, we lost one of those founders, Sally Williams.  Sally 
was a very special person who did a great deal for this local 
community in addition to her involvement with Interfaith.  
She served on the Habitat for Humanity Board, the Vision 
Board which became Meals on Wheels, and was the first 
President of Children's Home Society which assisted her in 
the adoption of her three children. She also served on the 
FAFO board, the Ocala Housing Authority Board, was a 
member of the Pioneer Garden Club, PEO, and a local Book 
Club, She was an active member in the First Presbyterian 
church of Ocala where she served as a teacher, a deacon, an 
elder, and a devoted member for 62 years. Sally was well-
loved in this community and her legacy lives on in all of 
these organization and programs that she impacted.  We 
are so grateful for her leadership and offer prayers for her 
family and friends for their loss.  To those who have made 
a donation to Interfaith in Sally’s memory, we are so very 
grateful.  What a beautiful way to acknowledge a life so well-
lived by continuing the work she started.   Thank you.

In Memory of... 

Louann and George

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. John 15:12



Special Gifts  
In MEMORY of: 
Dr Bobby Richardson
By:  Flo & Bobby Wilkerson
        Deb & Tommy Bond

Dick Marr
Millie Massey
By:  Ben & Helen Hayes

Genova A Bettie “Nicky” Albritton
By:  Sandra Owens
        Kay Marks & Family

Mike Balbas
By:  Robert Kuperberg

Ray & Rose Negron
By:  Mary Chang

Larry Gray
Jack Hurse
By:  Eddie & Beth Lewis

Dr Ed Anderson
By:  Dr Edwin & Lillian Updike

Alvena Shergalis
Rita Scheibner
By:  Michael & Irene Reilly

Buddy Michael
Leon Rogers
By:  Deb & Tommy Bond

Robert B Campbell
By:  Shirley Campbell

Lloyd Steinberg
By:  Wade & Vivian Davis

Sally Williams
By:  Dr Brett Baudin
        James & Katherine Yancey
        Wade & Vivian Davis
        Mr & Mrs Brents Bullock
        Bob & Pepper Ellinor
        Herb & Rick Ellinor

Many Thanks to...
Thank you Scot 
Quintel of Marion 
County United Way 
for getting us an 
incredible donation of 
Toilet Paper! (Security 
posing with boxes for 
scale) 

Thanks for these large 
donations (in pounds):  First Christian Church:  278; 
First Baptist Church:  658; Marion Landing: 302; Trinity 
High School:  144; Twilight Cruisers:  289; Sewing 
Gals:  365; Marion County Tax Collector’s office:  1,511; 
Saddle Oak Communities (truckload); On Top of the 
World:  7,396; and 
Ocala Palms:  3,712. 

Special thanks to 
Crossroads Alliance 
for the donation 
of 2,100 pounds of 
cereal.  Pictured right: 
Warehouse Manager, 
Steve

Wow, OTOW! Your 
community stepped up 
in a major way! Thank 
you for donating 8,000 
lbs of food and $10,000 
to support our efforts. A special thank you to our Board 
Member, Anne Parker and Kari Roehl for coordinating 
this effort! Pictured below. 

In MEMORY of: 
Beth Shergalis
By:  Irene & Mike Reilly

E L Foster
By:  Casius & Gwen Pealer
Jayne Carlberg
By:  Alpha Delta Kappa
        Fidelis Kappa Chapter
Elfrieda Anderson
By Dale & Steven Silver

In HONOR of: 
Karla Grimsley & Staff
By:  Anonymous
Angie & Art Ponder
By:  Timothy Shanahan
James & Melodie Williams
By:  Sarah Anderson
Barbara Wood’s birthday
By:  Kelley Frohlich
Jodie & Rebecca DeSantis
By:  Andy & Lou Ann DeSantis
Shirley Hankinson & “all the moms” 
by Russell & Mary Dingman

Sandra Trauthwein
By: Andy & Lou Ann DeSantis
     Marion County Tax Collector & Staff
     Douglas Murphy
     Sandra Fuller

A Special Gift
Give a gift to someone special - an 
honorary or memorial donation 
in their name to Interfaith! 
The person honored (or their 
family) will receive a letter of 
acknowledgement. Please contact 
Kayla at 629-8868 x202 or by 
email Kayla.Hess@IESmarion.org. 
Mail donations to PO Box 992, 
Ocala, FL 34478.

Gwen Crenshaw
By:  Patsy & Jack Harward

Charles Shark
By:  Robert Kuperberg

Dr Thomas Fuller
By:  Andy & Lou Ann DeSantis

Whit Palmer, Sr
By:  Pamela Pittman

We were honored to partner with 
Tri Eagle Sales for Hospitality Day 
in April. Tri-Eagle sponsored local 
restaurants to provide a hot meal for 
restaurant workers that have been 
laid off due to Covid 19. Restaurants 
include Mojo’s, Charlie Horse, Pronto 
Pizza, the Dugout, and Bubbaques 
(and included $25 gift cards). Also 
thanks for the extra support from 
Wind-FM and K-Country! Car line 
pickup pictured right. 



Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #243

Ocala, FL 34478

IES BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Craig Baggs
Brittany Beall
Bill Bender
Steve Christopherson
Quinette Durkin
Winn Keeton
Cindy MacKay
Paulette Millhorn
Nick Nikkinen
Anne E Parker
Lisa Sheilley, Secretary
Vernon Shukoski
Carlos Tobon, President
Matt Villella
Wesley Wheeler 
Karla Grimsley, Chief Executive Officer

Check out our website at
www.IESmarion.org

Return Postage Requested

MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLI NG
TOLL FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

The Thrift Store Cant Wait to See you!  by Shannon Pickering, Manager
I miss my people. The regulars who shopped every day, looking for the latest treasure, the best deal, a new trinket.  The fashionistas 
who came in to search Karla’s Closet for the best brand names. The donors who gave selflessly. Our treasured volunteers who 
came for the love of what Interfaith does - helping those who need it most. And my staff that is ceaseless in their efforts to make 
our store the best. My team.  
In the time that we have been closed, our staff has been moved to other ministries in the Interfaith family so no one would be 
unemployed or furloughed through this time of uncertainty.  Angie, our hugger, the face of the store has been assisting at the 
Food Warehouse, helping to make food boxes for everyone who passes through the gates. Brentley, Jody, and Randy have been 
at the Warehouse, tirelessly directing traffic in the drive-thru pantry, greeting clients and loading food boxes into cars, day after 
day, in the rain, in the hot sun, in all kinds of weather. Sherie has been at the Center for Life answering phones and working as 
receptionist. I was able to assist Marion County residents that had been terminated from their jobs due to COVID with funds for 
rent, mortgage, and utilities.  In this time, we have all learned so much about the other ministries, how they operate, who they 
help, and how deeply they care. Thank you Steve, Koya, and Diane for opening your hearts and your offices to our staff. 
Also while we’ve been closed, we had a little remodeling done at the store. I’m really excited for you to stop by and see what 
we’ve done.  Our floors have been done, the walls painted, and we’ve rearranged the entire store for better flow and visibility!  
Hopefully, by the time you read this, the Thrift Store should be open again! (That was the plan as I wrote this but as we all well 
know, everything can change in an instant now). Give us a call before you come to make sure we’re open at (352) 351-3541.   We 
will be so happy to hear from you!  I pray you all are safe and healthy.  

P.O. Box 992  •  Ocala, FL 34478


