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My Journey to God
I found Interfaith through a prayer and a phone call.
My name is Ricki. A year ago, I lost my son in a car accident on his way to work. My life slowly fell apart and I fell farther and 
farther from God. After losing my son, I came to Ocala to fix my relationship with my mom but instead I found myself in the 
middle of chaos, drugs, prostitution and homelessness. I knew God did not want me in that world. I was not meant to be there. 
It was a long and devastating week in a place I had never been and I was scared and alone. As I lay in a hotel bed, left alone in a 
city I did not know, I begged for his help. I went to the Centers and was able to regain my strength after being severely dehydrated 
from no food or water for several days. When I got out, my family disowned me and called me a junkie. 
After getting out of the hospital I was still homeless, going from hotel to hotel. I ended up at a man’s house, someone I had met 
during “that week”. He was kind but I felt like I was paying for room and board with myself. 
I came to Interfaith for food and saw the amount of homeless people and I knew God’s hand was there. On a whim, I reached 
out to Chris whose card I was given. After talking with me, he set me up with their Case Worker, Andrea. She immediately saw 
my needs and got me back into therapy and we were able to get me into my own safe place to live.  She is amazing. She asked me 
where I would feel safe and at home. No one has ever really asked me that question. Now, thanks to Interfaith, Chris, Andrea, 
Gloria and everyone else who had a part in this, God gave me a home. Now, my one and only grandson has a place to visit his 
Grandma.
I was so happy to get my key to my new home that I had a special charm made to go with 
it. The charm holds my son’s ashes as a memorial that I keep with me. Now, both he and 
God,walk with me wherever I go. I shared a picture of the charm, with my favorite scripture... 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7
I have seen God’s love, mercy and grace through this journey. I know He had to humble me 
to see that He and He alone provides. I just give Him all the glory for placing the wonderful 
people and Interfaith in my life.  Because of God’s work through Interfaith and God’s love 
in the heart of the people there, I have a home, a job and counseling again. Now I can work 
through the process of my son’s death and find out who I really am. I am learning and 
seeing how very much God and God’s people love me.  That is my family.

There is a special part of my soul that is touched every time I go to Interfaith and see the 
homeless and although I cannot give monetarily, I plan to give back to them. Another 
miracle God gave me is, along with working full time, I am excited to have the time to be 
able to volunteer to give back to His people.

The charms holds her son’s ashes 
and the key to her new home

Help our Homeless Prevention Team 
We have been so blessed to receive funds for homeless prevention services. Our staff on the Homeless Prevention Team are 
amazing. They have been making great strides in housing people (like Ricki above) that have found themselves homeless or who 
are on the brink of homelessness. But they could use your help! Our team is looking for volunteers to help with returning phone 
calls, making appointments and other various secretarial type tasks. The need is great, but we know our community is up for the 
challenge! Email me if you're interested in helping. tina.reid@iesmarion.org



From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley
One of the things I love about working for a non-profit in Ocala/Marion County is the kinship we have 
among all of the various charities and ministries.  Truthfully, we accomplish so much more because we 
collaborate and support each other.  When you look at many of the people that we serve at Interfaith 
and especially those who have found themselves experiencing homelessness, you can’t help but wonder 
how they got here. It’s obvious that our country is experiencing a severe lack of strong male role models 
and I often wonder how their lives would have turned out if they had experienced one person who was 
there to guide them and show them a different way. This is why I’m dedicating my article this month 
to introduce a relatively new non-profit that I believe will impact the number of people who need our 
services in the future. I met Jamie Gilmore while visiting one of our local partner churches, where we 
both had information booths. When I learned about his ministry/mission, I was impressed to say the 

least.  So I’ve asked him to share a little about his ministry called Kut Different with the hopes that some of our supporters might 
feel a heart-connection and consider partnering to help them as well.  I truly believe that this ministry will prevent some from 
ever needing Interfaith’s help.  This is what they are about:

Kut Different (KD) is a school & community-based male 
mentorship/student support & youth development organization 
that creates a school-to-career pipeline with exposure to positive 
role models. In our communities it is evidenced that the lack 
of education, motivation, and love can lead down a path of 
destruction. Our belief is that if we can reach young men and the 
community by giving G.A.M.E (Guidance, Attention, Motivation, 
Education) it will change the mindset of many individuals.

KD gives young men exposure to positive role models and services/
careers that they did not know existed. We are building future 
leaders of the community connecting them with the right resources 
to be able to afford them the opportunity to have thriving careers.

Our goal is to build a school-to-career pipeline in Ocala/Marion 
County, where we can not only build and nurture homegrown 
talent, but also retain that talent to become future leaders within our community. We believe that the earlier we introduce and 
expose our youth to the opportunities that are available to them, we can lead them on a path to success.

If you are looking to make a difference and help us guide young men to own their greatness. Please do 
not hesitate to reach out!

For more information or to support Kut Different’s mission, visit their website kutdifferent.org, 
Facebook: @kutdifferent. Contact info - email info@kutdifferent.org or call (352)559-4997.

Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm. Proverbs 13:20

Learning the Ropes, by Delores Bulgin, Food 4 Kids Manager
As the new manager of Food 4 Kids, I’ve loved learning the ropes with my co-workers, Daphne and Tina.  Since I was a volunteer 
for the program already, it was an easier transition thankfully. Now, I’m learning about how to schedule volunteers when problems 
arise – someone goes on vacation, gets sick, or wants to change a school they serve.  It’s no problem for us – we sit down, sharpen 
our pencils with our schedule and get to work. We are blessed with amazing volunteers that are flexible, as well as kind.  
Recently we had a slot open up that needed to be filled, and God found us the perfect person! Our Volunteer Coordinator, Tina 
Reid, gives tours to folks that are looking to volunteer, walking them through each ministry, and explaining what each of us do. 
Her recent tour produced incredible fruit – as we were blessed with Donna, who discovered our backpack program and said 
“Yes, I would love to help the kids!” We are grateful to have her with us! God knew what we needed and answered our prayers. 
We’ll be packing our last backpacks for Food 4 Kids this month, but don’t forget about us. We’ll be around planning for next 
school year and praying for each child that our program helps. 



Special Gifts  
In MEMORY of: 
Marjorie Renfroe  
By:  Sandy & Robin McBride
Lillian Curington
By:  Michael & Katherine Radcliffe
Pam Hatch
By:  Charlotte & Carswell Ponder
Lynn Foster
Julia Klein
By:  Ana Dunwoody
Keith Duncan
By:  Ralph & Suzanne Priest  
Bill Wood
By:  Annette Holland
Pat Birkenmeyer
LaRue Hickman
By:  Thomas & Patricia Patrick
Cindy Morse
By:  Nathan & Patricia Gilman
Rose & Ray Negron
By:  Mary Chang
Young Joe Simmons
Becky Nation
By:  Cindy & Terry Crawford
David Gilbert
By:  Benjamin & Helen Hayes
Helen Stutz
By:  Linda Robinson
Peggy Cash
By:  Frank & Pamela Stafford
Lexi Williams
By:  Marjorie Williams

In HONOR of:     
O’Brien, Annabelle, Jack, Mary,
Paige & Henry
By:  Marsha & Greg Bowen
Robert Smith
By:  Maxine Hume

Many Thanks to...
Shout out to our Cornerstone School NJHS students who spent Saturday morning at 
Interfaith, handing out treats and throwing a birthday party for the children living there. 
Great work everyone!
We are so grateful to the members of Central 
Christian Church for helping Interfaith during their 
Love Ocala 2021! An incredible team of people came 
and spent the morning beautifying our landscaping, 
painting bathrooms, pressure-washing and more! 
Pictured right.
Thank you for these donations of food, in pounds: 
College Park Church of God: 205; Hospice Cates 
House: 310; First Assembly of God: 657; Palm Cay 
Homeowners: 2,807; Silver Springs Shores Moose 
Club: 165; American Panel: 81; First Baptist Church of Ocala: 185; Grace Episcopal 
Church: 664; and Tyla Kennedy: 157 containers of milk and Ocala West United Methodist 
Church: 60 pounds of food and hygiene items

Thank you so much to our local Dollar Tree Distribution 
Center for this generous donation of 10 pallets of Sunny 
Delight! And thank you to our local CEP for connecting us 
to this great partner. We love Dollar Tree and Sunny D!!!! 
(10 pallets pictured left)

Special thanks to the nursing students from University of 
Florida that are partnering with us to help spread awareness in hopes to increase the 
supply of specific medications and medical equipment for some of our clients in need. 
They created flyers and a video to help spread the word.

A Special Gift
Give a gift to someone special - an 
honorary or memorial donation in 
their name to Interfaith! The person 
honored (or their family) will 
receive a letter of acknowledgement. 
Please contact Kayla at 629-8868 
x202 or Kayla.Hess@IESmarion.
org. Mail donations to PO Box 992, 
Ocala, FL 34478.

God Always Provides When we Need it Most
My husband Billy has been going on about a new refrigerator for months. We are slowly 
remodeling the kitchen and the color scheme is a nightmare. Everything matches except 
the fridge, which is an 80’s color. He wants all stainless steel, and while I agree with him, I 
cannot get behind the plan that we need to spend over $1,000 on a new fridge just because 
he doesn’t like the color. That is one of the reasons I manage a thrift store.  I’m frugal, cheap 
if you will. However, every time Billy would go look at refrigerators, everyone one of them 
was backordered – for months due to COVID. He was told the same thing.. 3-4 months.  
Last weekend, the ugly old fridge gave up the ghost - all my Ben and Jerry’s was slowly 
melting away. My husband finally gets his wish. I saved what I could and then reached out 
to a friend with 4 teens and offered the food to them – the food was a blessing. 
The next day, Billy is like a kid in a candy store. I told him that God knew exactly when our 
fridge was going to die and that there would be a new one waiting at the store for us and 
would be delivered timely. He wasn’t convinced. I told him that his worry was doubting 
God’s ability to provide what we need, exactly when we needed it.  There was no doubt in 
my mind that when he went to the store on Saturday, the fridge we needed would be there, 
within our budget, and delivered timely. And it was.  
God knew that we didn’t need a new fridge 6 months ago so he blocked the way with 
ridiculous time limits, inflated prices, and a silly delivery schedule but when we were truly 
in need, He made a clear and present path. And I like my new fridge! 
By the way, if you’re remodeling and your fridge or other appliances are in good shape, 
the Thrift Store can pick them up – then they can be a blessing to others! Call me for more 
information at (352) 351-3541. Shannon Pickering, Thrift Store Manager



Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #243

Ocala, FL 34478

IES BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kent Adams
Alejandro Arango
Craig Baggs
Brittany Beall
John Bradish
Quinnette Durkin
Winn Keeton
Cindy MacKay
Paulette Millhorn
Anne W Parker
Lisa Sheilley, Secretary
Vernon Shukoski
Carlos Tobon, President
Wesley Wheeler 
Karla Grimsley, Chief Executive Officer

Check out our website at
www.IESmarion.org

Return Postage Requested

MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLI NG
TOLL FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

Shower Ministry Provides Dignity, by Phillip Alexander
On a given day our Shower Ministry Program averages about 20-25 showers. 
Showers are provided to anyone from the hours of 9am-3pm. Clients receive 
a towel, wash cloth, and hygiene supplies each time they shower. Our Free 
Clothing Boutique is right next door, so I direct them to check it out if they have 
the need.  I am always very happy working with the homeless. I treat everyone 
with kindness and dignity. When clients receive a shower, they say they feel 
brand new!  
One day, as I was greeting people with a smile, a gentlemen that I had assisted 
with a shower handed me a $20 bill. I was very surprised. I asked him what it was 
for and his reply further confirmed why Interfaith is here. He said, “You treat 
everyone so well, like we’re human beings.” I was so moved by this experience. 
Of course, I didn’t take the money, but I was just as blessed by his expression of 
gratitude. 
We are still in need of towels, wash cloths and travel sized hygiene. And we are 
always in need of men’s clothing and shoes. 

You can drop off your donations Monday-Friday from 8:30am 
- 4:30pm at 435 NW 2nd Street, Ocala FL 34475.  

P.O. Box 992  •  Ocala, FL 34478


