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Coming Together in Prayer Brings Huge Blessing for Resident
by Jody Schaible, Campus Pastor
A few months back I was talking with one of our residents, Ingrid, who needed a mechanic to work on her car. I 
suggested we pray about it, and we were just about to start when Andrea, another resident, came up and said, “What 
are we praying for?” When I responded with “We are about to pray for a mechanic to fix Ingrid’s car,” Andrea said, 
“Mechanic? I need a car!”  So of course, I said “lets pray for you too!”  I prayed for a mechanic for Ingrid and a car for 
Andrea. Not a glorious car (being her budget was $600, but a safe, reliable car to get her to work and help her get onto 
the next stage of her life. 
A few days later I was leading devotions for the residents, which 
they have every morning. I asked if we had any praise reports or 
prayer requests before we started. Andrea raised her and with tears 
in her eyes she proclaimed our prayer came true! Larry, one of 
our devotion pastors, had heard about her need for a car. The day 
we prayed, he had run an errand which put him outside the city 
and in a very rural area of Marion County. While driving there, he 
made a wrong turn down a dead-end road. At the end of the road 
was a nice 2009 Toyota for sale. Larry knew of Andrea’s budget 
and inquired about the car. Surprisingly the owner really wanted 
the car to go to a good home, and Larry knew what he had to do. He offered her $600 for the car and amazingly 
she accepted! The next day, Larry took Andrea to get her new car. As Andrea told me this story, it made me realize 
how God never fails to amaze me in how he uses us to fulfill our prayers. All of us are part of this beautiful miracle. 
When we allow ourselves to be led by the spirit, beautiful things happen. On a side note, we are still praying for that 
mechanic. If you know of someone that can help, or wants to donate towards repairs, please call me at (352) 629-8868.

 Andrea proudly poses with her new car

Behind the Scenes at the Thrift Store, by Shannon Pickering, Manager
When you donate clothing, shoes, and furniture, you may not give a second thought 
to where these items go after dropping them off. Here at Interfaith Thrift Store, there is 
more than meets the eye when it comes to donations. Last month, Interfaith held the 
annual Walk a Mile fundraiser for our homeless shelter. 
Through your generosity, we were able to send over 200 pairs of gently used sneakers, 
flip flops, and walking shoes to this event (pictured left). Walkers must use these shoes, 
which helps to highlight the plight of how much our homeless friends walk in donated 
shoes for one mile, that often times are not the correct size. At the end of this event, 
all the shoes were sent to our free Clothing Boutique at Interfaith. Not only do your 
donations help fund the prescription drug program through sales at the store, they also 
go to directly assist the homeless with shoes and clothing at no cost. To find out more 
about donation processes at the store, please call Shannon at 352-351-3541. And don’t 
forget to stop by and shop at 718 N Pine Avenue, Ocala.



From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley-Greenway
As we roll into the holiday season with Thanksgiving around the corner, I’d have to say that next to God’s 
grace, I’m most thankful for our donors.  I know I say it often, but Interfaith wouldn’t exist without people 
who genuinely care about their fellow man and share their resources with us. And whether a donor gives 
a can of food or a $1,000, it truly takes every gift to meet the need, so every gift helps. I’m sure that people 
wonder if their gift makes a difference, so I want to share some of the difference you have made...  

A single father hit a rough patch and was forced to leave his rented apartment. Because of you, he and 
his little boy have a safe place to sleep while he saves enough money to get another place. 
Because you gave a monetary donation, a man who has been homeless for over 30 years was able to get 

an evaluation which revealed that he has an intellectual disability. Now he has a Case Manager and is connecting to the services 
that are available to him. Because of people who care, he will have a place to live by Christmas.  

Because some donations help us pay our utility bill, those dealing with homelessness have a place to shower. And because 
many of you have donated your gently worn clothes, they have clean clothing to put on after their shower.  
Because someone out there tossed some cans into a food-drive bin, a senior citizen that just can’t quite make ends meet on 
her social security check can come and get enough groceries to get her through the month.  

While the staff and volunteers at Interfaith are the ones who get to receive all the kind “thank you” and “God bless you for this”, 
those expressions of gratitude from our clients really belong to our donors. In a world where there is so much pain and suffering, 
I hope you will pause and smile because you make the world a little better for someone here in Ocala.  God bless you for your 
kindness is my constant prayer.  Happy Thanksgiving!

“All these things are for your benefit. As grace increases to benefit more and more people, it will cause gratitude to increase, which 
results in God’s glory.”  2 Corinthians 4:15

Thankful Words from our Shelter Team
During this time of thankfulness, our Shelter Team wanted to reflect on the volunteers that bring so much to our ministry.  We 
cannot have the success we do in our shelter without each donor, team member and volunteer. 
I would like to thank the United Way for partnering with us through Strong Families, Kid Central for helping with a virtual parenting 
class, our Shelter Committee and all the shelter donors. Thank you for helping us help others.  Jessica, Director of Ministries

I am so thankful to two very selfless women, Maritza and Christine, that have volunteered countless evenings and weekends at the 
shelter - from babysitting, supervising dinner, to praying and encouraging our residents. To all 32 groups of faithful dinner providers 
- bringing food every day of the month so the entire shelter always has a hot dinner.  Angela, Resident Assistant

                           What better way to start your day or end the week than with a word from the Lord? It sets the 
tone for the day or week ahead, providing us with the tools we need. It also gives one a firm 
foundation upon which to stand when trials and temptations come our way. Thank you to 
all our devotion leaders and Memorial Baptist Church for shining the Lord’s light for all to 
see. We sincerely appreciate the love, time, resource, encouragement, and teaching that you 
all have bestowed upon us. Thank you for making this community and the world a better 
place.  Yanique, Case Manager

We would like to extend our hearts full of gratitude to 
Gabriele for providing our residents the beautiful and 
healing practice of yoga. And a big thank you to Miss Kassie 

for bringing her time and talent, teaching our residents the gift of creativity and 
expression through art therapy. Dawn, Mental Health Counselor 

I’m so thankful for the special people the Lord has led to Interfaith. Kathy shares her creative talents 
by doing crafts with our resident children. Marc is a loyal servant sharing the Lord’s word in bible 
study each Thursday evening. Mrs. Sue has shared her time and expertise by teaching life skills to 
some of our duplex ladies.  Michelle, Case Manager



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Stephen Head
By:  Vernon & Gail Shukoski
Grietje Lewis
By:  Paul & Christy Czarzasty
Carlyle Ausley
By:  Edward & Ann Anderson
        Roosevelt & Jacqueline Scott
        Bette Leeward
        Lynn Sorrentino
DeWayne Presnell
By:  Dr James & Virginia Gamble
Sandra Neel
By:  Bette Leeward
John Currington
By:  Michael & Katherine Radcliffe
Mrs Harriet Drilling
By:  Mrs Chantel Ginzberg
       Larry & Deborah Beitel
       Sarah Louise Witt
       Laura Brown
       Stone Creek Senior Health LLC
       Wayne & Nicole Cypen
Frank Holland
By:  Annette Holland
Walter Harold Donahue
By:  Pam Hamilton
Dr Harry Edwards
By:  Wagdi Faris, MD
        William & Charlotte Ponder
Malcom “Jenks” Dunn
By Frank & Pamela Stafford
Dennis Wicklein
By:  Tim & Lyn Shanahan
Madeline Bowman
By:  Patsy & Jack Harward
Jeffrey S Lovell
By:  Clover Lovell
Dr Jean Morse
By:  Ann Vandenburgh

Special Thanks to...
Special thanks for these large donations (in pounds): 
College Park Church of God: 330; Ocala West United 
Methodist Church:  228; Marion Landing:  452; American 
Jewish Club: 239; Marion County Democratic Precinct 
1590: 300; Stone Creek Golf Club:  685; American Panel:  
156; and First Assembly of God: 252.  Also received: First 
Presbyterian Church: 1,398 pounds of food & hygiene; 
Roberts Real Estate: 12-15 packages of diapers and 
Paradise Ministries: 70 cases of food. 

Special thanks to all our supporters from our Walk a Mile 
in My Shoes event in September.  We raised over $8,000. 
Winners for the event were:  Individual Champion (and 
Board Member) Quinnette Durkin, who raised $3,075 of 
our total!  And our Team Champions were Alina Stoothoff 
and crew from the Mental Health/Drug/Veteran’s Court!  
We love and appreciate you!

Special Gifts 
In HONOR of: 
Wally Wagoner & 
Anne Chiulli’s wedding
By:  Cathy & Bill Hamilton

Marty & Chip Hurst
By:  Lane Olives

Anna & Gordon Parker
By:  Jane Brutton

PW at First Presbyterian 
Church, Ocala
By:  Elizabeth Diener

A Special Gift 
Give a gift to someone special - an 
honorary or memorial donation in their 
name to Interfaith! The person honored 
(or their family) will receive a letter 
of acknowledgement. Please contact 
Kayla at 629-8868 x202 or Kayla.Hess@
IESmarion.org. Mail donations to PO 
Box 992, Ocala, FL 34478.

KARLA WITH KARLA WITH 
WALK  A  MILE WALK  A  MILE 

WINNERSWINNERS QuinnetteQuinnette

Alina’s CrewAlina’s Crew

We Need Your Smiling Face!
We are still in need of volunteers, especially in our Social Services office. 
When people in need come into our main office for services, a volunteer’s smiling face is 
the first they see. Unfortunately, we have very few smiling faces to greet our clients these 
days. We need YOU! It only takes 3 hours, once a week. 
If you are able to help please contact me! Tina.Reid@IESmarion.org, (352) 644-9196 or 
you can fill out an application at www.iesmarion.org/volunteer.

News From Food 4 Kids, by Delores Bulgin, Manager
This year at Food 4 Kids, we’re off to a bit of a slow start. Unfortunately, COVID 
has again made everything difficult for our schools as they start the year, which has 
delayed many schools in beginning our program. We are doing our best to help get 
food to children in need and look forward to having all 38 schools on board. 
We welcome our new Food 4 Kids Assistant Sandradene Bulgin. She previously 
helped in the program as a volunteer with her sister Delores (me) by delivering food 
bags to two elementary schools. We look forward to working together this school 
year!  And as always, thank you to all our many supporters and volunteers which take 
the time to sponsor food drives and to come and deliver the backpacks to our many 
children in the program.
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLI NG
TOLL FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

P.O. Box 992  •  Ocala, FL 34478

Shoppers and Donors at Thrift Store are Life-Savers, by Diane Coleman, CFL Manager 
Did you know when you donate to the Interfaith Thrift Store it helps us in assisting 
individuals in obtaining their medication?  
We are funded through the Hospital District for two categories only:  Diabetic 
Medication/Supply and Psychotropic drugs.   When clients have a prescription that is 
outside of these two categories, we pay them from our Thrift Store proceeds.
On a Friday afternoon we had a young man named Tom come to the Center for Life, 
needing very expensive medications.  These medications would literally save his life. 
However, the cost of both medications came to $3,700.  After much creative thinking 
to see how we could provide assistance, and realizing this was a one time need, we all 
agreed this cost would come from our Thrift Store funding.  
Without the Thrift Store proceeds we would not have been able to assist this young man.  I cannot describe the look of gratitude 
when we told Tom we could help him.   We had to order the medication and I still don’t think he really believed it was happening 
until it arrived and was in his hands.  Tom was incredibly grateful and couldn’t say “thank you” enough.  
I left him that day feeling very blessed that Interfaith has a Thrift Store where the blessings far exceed someone finding a great 
deal.  Our Thrift Store saves lives.  Make no mistake, while we are stewards of the blessing, it is clear that they don’t come from 
us.  Thanks to our supporters, and above all Jesus for making these miracles happen! 
Next time you consider donating or shopping at our store, please think of this young man and the impact that your donated 
goods could have on someone in his situation.  We are blessed to be the hands and feet of Jesus and equally blessed to have a 
means to assist those in need.  
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