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Honoring one of Ocala’s Angels
Ocala is losing an angel.  The Marion County Tax Collector, George Albright, 
was an Interfaith board member in its earlier days.  Although he’s no longer 
on the board, his support has continued on.  The employees of the Tax 
Collector’s Office have raised over $183,000 over the years through their 
charity committee!  This special committee was led by a champion by the 
name of Louann DeSantis.  She has been the driving force planning events, 
rallying the staff, and connecting with local charities for years.  She would 
even coordinate tours of Interfaith so that the newly hired employees would 
know why they were working so hard on these events that they dedicated 
countless volunteer hours and effort to execute.  From BUNCO events to 
flower sales, car shows and donation jars at every window...her heart and 
spirit were behind them all.  Every holiday season she coordinated with the 
grocery stores to provide a large donation of turkeys. 
Sadly we said good-bye (for now) as she moved to the Carolinas to be closer 
to family members in December. We pray that she enjoys some rest and 
being with her grandchildren.  Even more we hope she knows how much 
she will be missed. As a final show of appreciation, the employees surprised 
her with a massive donation of food in her honor, her last week in the office.  
Pictured is Louann with the “loot” and another with Mr. George Albright.  
Thank you, both!  And God bless you in your retirement, Louann.  You have 
a special place in the hearts of everyone at Interfaith and the community.  

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! Matthew 25:23

Thanks Burlington! 
by Koya Harris-Beard, Social Services Manager
It’s jacket season again. For the past several years, Interfaith has partnered with 
Delivering Good and Burlington Coat Factory to bring jackets to those who do 
not have the means of acquiring one. The 15th Annual Burlington Coat Drive was 
another great success. Giving is always in style and providing a warm coat to those 
without is a blessing! Many of our friends who are experiencing homelessness 
have a need for more than one coat because they cannot wash their clothes – so 
their jackets get wet on a rainy day or filthy from sleeping on the ground. Your 
donation ensures that no matter the reason for their need, they will always have 
something to keep them warm through the winter season.

 Tax Collector George Albright shares a heart-
felt moment of appreciation with Louann above, 

and below, Louann poses with the ‘loot’



From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley-Greenway
Happy New Year!  I don’t remember another year going by as quickly as 2021 did.  But what a great year 
it was for Interfaith.  God’s blessings were abundant, and we are so grateful to those in the community 
that support us year after year.  One faithful group is the Ocala Palms Community and specifically their 
worship community. Over the past 5 years, volunteers in the neighborhood have collected 16,500 pounds 
of food for our pantry!  As if that wasn’t enough, since 2003, the members of the neighborhood have also 
donated $173,162 to support our ministries. They’ve consistently done 2 big food drives for us each year 
and regularly take up monetary collections. They hope to inspire other communities to do the same, as they 
will tell you that it blesses them as much as it does Interfaith.  Of course, these events don’t happen without 
a Champion.  Gary and Sandra Nelson rally the neighborhood every year to keep this support coming.  

And then we have the Marion County Commissioners, with Commissioner Kathy Bryant as the spearhead, continuing with the 
Bring the Harvest Home food drive on the downtown square every December.  The most recent one was over the top with a 
surprise gift from Stan and Martha Hansen for $40,000!  Ocala is so blessed to have this generous couple in our community who 
support many local charities and also inspire others to give.  We also have another local champion in Mrs. Clover Lovell who 
makes very special donations to Interfaith to honor her late husband’s legacy.  I could go on and on.  There are so many giving 
and generous people in our county.  Many of you send your gifts faithfully each month and you make it possible for us to serve 
the less fortunate year-round.  I just want you all to know that you inspire me!  Whether it’s a monthly $10 donation or a one time 
large donation, you constantly restore my faith in humanity and refresh my faith in God.  I hope each of you has someone that 
inspires you.  If not, make it a point to look for the good in people.  It’s all around if you pause and take a gander.  If you can’t find 
any, come on down to Interfaith and I can show you some beaming examples.  I pray that you all have an inspired and fruitful 
new year!  
One who is generous will be blessed, because he gives some of his food to the poor.  Proverbs 22:9

Passing Along Blessings, by Sonya Tyler, Director of Operations & Development
As 2021 closed out, the staff at Interfaith were busy as usual. And although it can be stressful and we feel like we’re running 
around at 100 mph, there’s a certain joy to all that happens. Some would say that it’s magical, but we know better – it’s pure 
blessings from our Heavenly Father.
How else can you explain… 
Helping a donor unload a box full of new shoes and socks, and as they drive away, you have someone approach you barefooted, 
with bleeding feet, that find a pair of sneakers in that box that fit them. The gratefulness on their face is priceless. 
Or how about the elderly couple, living on a shoestring budget, that just learned the owner sold the home they’ve been living 
in for 15 years?  The same day you talk to them, you’re sitting in a community meeting, and someone announces an affordable 
apartment that’s just become available that fits their budget. Now they don’t have to face being homeless. 
And then there’s the brand new ‘floor model’ large-screen televisions that were donated from a local retail store, that we were able 
to pass along to bless some of our non-profits in the community. It’s pretty awesome to make the call to a busy director of a local 
shelter to say, “How would you like a new 75” TV for your shelter or classroom?” 
At the Thrift Store, Shannon has stories all the time about receiving gently-used appliances from donors because they’re 
remodeling; and that same day, a single mom comes in desperate for a refrigerator because hers just died. Not only could she 
not wait the 2 months to get a new one, she couldn’t afford it anyway. Now the Thrift Store is delivering her refrigerator and it’s 
within her budget. 
And for our homeless friends that sleep on the ground during these cold nights, do you know how amazing it is to offer them a 
hand-made sleeping mat, made by a Sunday school class this past weekend? And inside the mat, when they open it tonight, they’ll 
find a warm blanket and hygiene items. 
These are the blessings that we get to be a part of. God lines up the gifts, and uses you and Interfaith to pass them along. To be 
the hands of feet of Jesus is truly a blessing to us, as it is to those we pass along the blessings to. We are so grateful to our donors, 
each and every one, that make each of those miracles happen. Every dollar, every pair of shoes, every can of beans and even the 
prayers that keep us going – thank you!
ps. If you’d like to be a part of passing blessings on - it’s easy to do! Donations can be made by mail at PO Box 992, Ocala, FL 34478 
or online at www.IESmarion.org.  Karla our CEO, is always happy to give you a tour of our facilities so you can see it first hand; give 
her a call at 352-644-9209 or Karla@IESmarion.org.  



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Ed Anderson
By:  Ann Anderson
Betty Dowse
By:  Alpha Delta Kappa
        Fidelis Kappa Chapter
Margaret Camp Murphy
By:  Shirley Ausley
Lee Goodson
By:  Alice Goodson
Alphonso & Clotelia Lindsey
By:  Virginetta Myers
Wade Davis
By:  Frank & Pamela Stafford
        Ben & Helen Hayes
Bob Quackenbush
Joe Coomes
By:  Ben & Helen Hayes
Larry Miller
By:  Theresa Smardz
Helen Stutz
By:  Linda Robinson
Jerry Dale Lindsey
By:  Thomas & Marian Brown

In HONOR of: 
Susan Bailey
By:  Sara Anderson
Eugenie Martin
By:  Cecilia Flaherty
Janet & Donald Poulin
By:  Clayton Hawks

Special Thanks to...
Special thanks for these large donations (in pounds): Northside 
Missionary Baptist Church: 301; Ocala West United Methodist 
Church:  2,660; Concentra Medical Center: 413; First Presbyterian 
Church: 1,370; College Park Church of God: 160; Marion County 
Tag office: 2,846;  Countryside Presbyterian Church: 116; Trinity 
Baptist Church: 425; Upper Midwest Club of Oak Run: 263; First 
Assembly of God Church: 170; Hardwood Trails: 321 pounds 
of food; First American Title: 149 pounds of food; First Baptist 
Church, Ocala: 262; and Cumberland International: 325. 
Also:  Spruce Creek North:  567 pounds of food & 10 bags of 
clothes; Walmart #1874:  695 pounds of food & blankets Costco: 
15 turkeys; Hospice of Marion County: 12 turkeys; Paradise Ministries: 20 cases of food; 
ReMax Premier Realty: 65 bags of food, $250.00 in gift cards; Central Christian Church, 
Women’s bible study: 60 shower kits and American Panel: 72 turkeys & turkey breasts, 240 
pounds of food.  

Other awesome donations include: Greater Ocala 
Womens Club and Beta Sigma Phi $700 on diapers 
and wipes; Rhett Counts: 1,084 pairs of socks; Crafty 
Christians: 10 bedmats, 4 afghans & 2 scarves; Pam 
Reynolds: 25 hygiene bags; Lockheed Martin:  $160.00 
in Publix gift cards; and Intimacy House of Prayer: 2 
pallets of hygiene bags.
We are so grateful to the staff at Real Truck for collecting 
409lbs of food and hygiene for our food warehouse!

A Special Gift 
Give a gift to someone special 
- an honorary or memorial 
donation in their name to 
Interfaith! The person honored 
(or their family) will receive 
a letter of acknowledgement. 
Please contact Kayla at 629-8868 
x202 or Kayla.Hess@IESmarion.
org. Mail donations to PO Box 
992, Ocala, FL 34478.

 ReMax Premier Realty

Real Truck staff dropping off

Twilight Cruisers Provide Christmas for Shelter 
Families, by Michelle Collier, Case Manager
Once again, Steve Hawter and 
the amazing Twilight Cruisers 
have blessed our shelter children 
with a Christmas to remember. 
On December 4th, the Twilight 
Cruisers hosted their annual 
meet at Don Garlit’s Museum 
and through their generosity, we 
loaded a box truck full of toys 
and gifts, and received a check for 
$5,000!  
This year we were able to take 
care of not only the children in 
our shelter, but the families in our 
outreach community and some 
of the families that have recently 
successfully transitioned out of 
the shelter into their own homes.  The Shelter Team set up the toys on display so the parents 
can ‘shop’ for their kids (for free Christmas gifts).  There’s always lots of fun, including a 
wrapping party and hot chocolate. 
We are forever grateful to the Twilight Cruisers for their compassion to always come through 
and bless our ministry!

Christmas shopping is all set up for parents to take 
toys and gifts for their kids for Christmas

“Write it on your heart that 
every day is the best day in 
the year.” 
Ralph Waldo Emerson
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLI NG
TOLL FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

New Year - New You!
by Shannon Pickering, Thrift Store Manager

Welcome to the New Year! 2022 should prove to 
be a prayerful, amazing year. Are you cleaning 
out the house and want to donate?  Remember, 
the Interfaith Thrift Store does pick-ups in your 
home! All items should be in gently used and 
in resellable condition and major appliances in 
working order. Give us a call at 352-351-3541 
and let’s get something scheduled.  

Ready to add a new look to your home?  
Stop by and see what we have for you 
today at 718 North Pine near beautiful 
downtown Ocala!

Our Volunteers Are 
Appreciated!
In December, thanks to our sponsor Freedom 
Health, Interfaith honored our volunteers at 
a Christmas Breakfast. We are so grateful 
for their time and talents they bring to 
Interfaith so that 
we can help our 
community. Two 
of our volunteers, 
Fran and Leslie, 
pose at Volunteer 
A p p r e c i a t i o n 
pictured right.

To our Volunteers - we wish you many 
blessings and good health in the New 
Year! Thank you for your hard work and 
dedication in 2021! Bring on 2022! 

by: Tina Reid, Volunteer Coordinator

P.O. Box 992  •  Ocala, FL 34478


