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Housing Provided for Mom and 5 Kids, by Gloria Cribben, Engagement Coordinator
Casaundra was my living proof of Ephesians 3:20 that says, God is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think.
I first met Casaundra in May of 2022 when I visited her mobile home in Ocklawaha at the invitation of Marion County Housing 
Navigator, Brittian Schulz. Casie is the mom of 4 children and the foster mom of one more, ranging in age from 9 to 18 years old, 
the youngest of whom presents with special needs. Brittian had warned me Casie had moved from homelessness to this mobile 
home in the midst of the Covid pandemic and the living conditions were definitely substandard, but we were totally unprepared 
for the actual situation. Sadly, the family was sharing their home with rats that had chewed their way into the kitchen from the 
roof. The walls were crawling with roaches, a dead rat was found in one child’s clothes hamper, some electrical outlets were 
sparking, several bedroom windows in the residence were nailed shut preventing exit in case of a fire and, of course, no functional 
smoke detectors were found anywhere.  The list could go on and on, but I had seen enough to know this was a disaster just waiting 
to happen. 
My job at Interfaith is to house the homeless and even though the family was technically 
housed, the safety issues alone for these children made this case an immediate priority. 
Casie and her oldest son were working at restaurants, barely paying their bills, so the 
number one priority was better employment.  I reached out to a partner agency, Career 
Source, to work with Casie, and we learned she had prior medical assistant experience. 
They polished her resume and practiced interview skills, and Casie took her first step 
toward success and landed a job as a medical assistant! With her employment underway, 
next I turned my focus to finding housing for the family. Here is where Ephesians 3:20 
kicked into gear in a mighty way!  I had been watching every apartment listing and 
finding absolutely nothing Casie could afford. Before I could despair, Brittian worked 
her magic and started calling every prior landlord contact in her entire address book. 
God blessed us with a kind hearted landlady willing to accept below market value for 
her property because she was touched by Casie’s story and true to His word of blessing 
beyond what we could imagine - this home had 5 bedrooms! Now the older kids no 
longer needed to share a bedroom, some for the first time in their lives. While the 
house did need some work, Casie and the kids jumped in and tackled it. They officially moved to their new home on NW 3rd St 
in Ocala in mid-August, and they were recipients of furniture from the Interfaith Thrift Store for all their extra space.
Has Casie’s story been totally rosy? Absolutely not. Casie has had to find additional employment (but she did it) and currently 
struggles with a vehicle that needs major repairs, money she simply does not have in the budget.  Actually, the vehicle needs to 
be totally replaced but that really isn’t in the budget. This is a recurrent theme among many of my clients.  The cost of car repairs, 
like everything else, has increased dramatically and can derail a successful housing if there is no way to get to work to earn rent 
money.  However His word reassures us in 1 John 5:14 “God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 
With His abundant help and blessings these tough cases truly can have happy endings!

Miley’s first room of her very own

Black Friday at the Thrift Store
We invite you to come celebrate our Black Friday sales, featuring all of your favorite new to you 
Christmas items, including trees, vintage ornaments, and gifts for the loved ones in your life.  Shop 
local and support the many ministries of Interfaith! Can't wait to see you!  Stop and shop at 718 N 
Pine, Ocala. 



From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley-Greenway
Thankful, grateful, blessed.  This is what is printed across the t-shirt I recently purchased at one of our local 
fall markets.  This is what these words mean to me:
Thankful - every time we receive a donation from people in our community who care about those we serve.  
Whether it be a pair of socks, a few canned goods or a monetary donation of any amount, I am so thankful 
for those that make it possible to bless our clients who come to our doors and in doing so, offer them hope.
Grateful - to God for the incredible staff He has blessed me with, the incredible volunteers that work 
alongside of them, and the special friends I’ve made on my journey here at Interfaith.  Some of those who 
have the least, have added so much value to my life as I see them persevere and overcome hardships that I 

can’t even comprehend.  It’s amazing how you find inspiration working with those less fortunate.  It sure helps me keep things 
in perspective and appreciate all that I have and especially the people in my life. For my family, my husband, my friends and 
colleagues, I am grateful. 
Blessed - to live in a loving community and the greatest country in the world. I often remind myself that even our most poor are 
rich compared to many people around the globe. It’s not fortune or luck that I was born in America.  It is truly a blessing that I 
never want to take for granted.    
There is one other thing worth mentioning but I don’t have a word to ascribe to it.  That is the grace and mercy that I have found 
in Jesus, my Lord and Savior.  There simply isn’t a single word in our language that can adequately express what He means to me. 
I pray that as we celebrate Thanksgiving this year, you take inventory of your blessings and consider what makes you grateful and 
thankful.   

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every 
good work. 2 Corinthians 9:8     

It Takes a Village, by Yanique, Shelter Case Mgr
When we see our brothers and sisters in need, our immediate 
reaction is to help, to find a solution and make the problem 
disappear. We help if it’s within our powers and capabilities or we 
network with others to make it happen. In this story, you’ll hear 
how a small village came together for a resident at the shelter. Our 
newest resident, Nirah, came to us already employed. She works 
for a local fast food restaurant a few miles away from the shelter. 
The problem started with transportation to and from work each 
day. To be honest, public transportation in Ocala is difficult and the 
distance between the shelter and the restaurant is too far to walk, 
especially late at night. The last bus runs at 10 PM, moreover, there 
is no bus on Sundays. When your shift ends at midnight, the bus 
wont get you home. 
Well,  the solution to this dilemma started in a community called On 
Top Of The World. A resident of the community was moving away 
and left a bicycle. Our Board Member Anne Parker heard about the 
bike and knew she wanted to donate it to Interfaith’s shelter. Our 
Campus Pastor Jody, has a bike ministry where he fixes bikes for the 
homeless to get around town, so he was able to get the bike ready 
with reflectors, a vest and made sure the bike was safe. Now Nirah 
is able to get to and from work and keep her source of livelihood. 
This may seem like nothing, but for a homeless individual working 
towards being housed and self-sustainability, it’s everything. 
As the good book say in Luke 12:48, ‘to whom much is given, much 
is required.’ But how can you require much, if you don’t give much? 
We at Interfaith give 100%, along with partnering with a community 
that cares so much! Thanks to all who made this happen for Nirah. 

New Leader for Food 4 Kids 
The Food for Kids Program has been very busy, and we 
are loving every minute of it! We sadly had to say goodbye 
to Ms. Delores as she has moved into retirement. We 
are all praying for her future journey and for God to 
guide her steps.  God provided us with a special person 

to take her place. We are 
excited to welcome a 
new Food for Kids 
Manager, Teesha Garcia. 
You may remember her 
as the former Volunteer 
Coordinator, and because 
of that past experience, 
Teesha understands the 
value of strong volunteer 
and donor relationships. 
Please say a prayer for her 
as she settles into this new 
position. 

We have also added several new schools and are blessed 
to be able to help many new children. With the current 
school count of 31, we are up to 1,054 children that we are 
blessed to help feed.  
Food for Kids would like to thank all our amazing 
volunteers that keep this program going. We would not be 
able to do what we do without them. We are always looking 
for volunteers to help pack or deliver the backpacks. Let’s 
make this an amazing school year!!

Meet Teesha



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Wilma Andrews   
By: Rich & Vicki Billings
       Ashlee Laramore
       David & Sheryl Pealer
       Casius & Gwynn Pealer
       Mary Closson
       Randy Williams
       Gary & Christensen
       Dr Larry & Dr Ellen Goode
       Bonnie Goulard
       Douglas Sullivan
       Jessica & Jim McCune
       Margaret Bowman
Charlotte Ponder
By: Betty Cluster
Joe Bradshaw
Ann Louise Drake
Mary Caroline Galloway
By: Victor & Barbara Musleh
John Mataya
By: Sara F Anderson
Allene Jackson
By:  Thomas & Patricia Patrick
Kay Drake
By: Mark Debolt
Darlene Drake
By: Anne & Buddy MacKay

In HONOR of: 
Karen & Dick Reddinger  
By: Lucille Belanger

Special Thanks to...
Special thanks for these large donations (in pounds): First 
Congregational United Church of God: 251; Renasant 
Bank: 347; First Baptist Church: 265; Marion Landing: 
121; Antioch Baptist Church: 127; Twilight Cruisers: 
373; Ocala Lions Club: 151; First Presbyterian Church: 
1,281; Corvette Club of Marion County: 350; American 
Panel: 145; Vanguard High School: 407; Cross Pointe 
Church: 735; Jamie Espinosa: 170; Silver Springs Shores 
Moose Lodge: 115; The Circle 24/7 Inc: 142; Cornerstone 
School: 266; Countryside Presbyterian Church: 332; First 
Assembly of God 276; and Ocala West United Methodist 
343. 
Also: Silver Springs Bottled Water: 20 cases of water; 
Paradise Ministries: 30 cases of food & 2 cases disposable 
gloves; Beta Sigma Phi: 400 items for Food 4 Kids; and 
Glenda Vietinghoff: 200 pairs new socks
Special thanks to White Furniture for their recent donations of furniture for our Supportive 
Housing ministries. Our tenants, many of which this is their first home, have brand new 
bedroom and dining room furniture and many more items.  Thank you for being a blessing! 

Honor Someone Special
Give a gift to someone special 
- an honorary or memorial 
donation in their name to 
Interfaith! The person honored 
(or their family) will receive 
a letter of acknowledgement. 
Please contact Kayla at 629-
8868 x202 or Kayla.Hess@
IESmarion.org. Mail donations 
to PO Box 992, Ocala, FL 
34478.

Intern Chooses Public Health for Career Path
Last summer we had the opportunity to have a medical intern with us at Center for Life.  
Grace was attending John Hopkins and they were closed for covid so she landed here as our 
intern for the summer.  Grace worked on our Diabetic and Psychotropic education folders 
and did an outstanding job researching, editing and laying out the contents in an easy to read 
document for our clients. 
After the summer, Grace went back to school but has been in touch with us on her studies.  
We never know the impact we will make on someone just while we are serving others. I 
recently got a note from her that I wanted to share.
This is Grace, your intern from summer 2020. The time I spent at the Center for Life left a deep 
and lasting impression on me. It was also one of the important experiences that impacted my 
decision for my future. After one year at medical school, I realized that my passion lies in the 
public health aspect of healthcare rather than being a physician. This decision was one that 
was reached after much praying and soul-searching. Currently, I am planning on applying for 
a master’s in public health and eventually earning a PhD. So I’ll be pursuing a doctorate, but in 
a different capacity. 
Center for Life taught me the importance of public health and caring for our community. Public 
health encompasses such a broad array of disciplines, but to me its main focus is working to 
provide healthcare for both the physical and non-physical, while partnering with our surrounding 
communities. When I was thinking back on all my meaningful experiences, Center for Life was 
a recurring reminder of why I am choosing public health.
We wish Grace continuing success in her public heath endeavor and know she will be such an 
asset in delivering compassionate healthcare to so many.  We were blessed to have her in our 
organization even if it was for a short time. We know our journey together will carry forward.

Temple Beth Shalom 512 pounds

Celebrating our Volunteers - the Heartbeat of Interfaith
In October we hosted our annual Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast. We are truly thankful to have the opportunity to celebrate all 
our amazing volunteers. And a special shout out to Erica and Eric with Freedom Health for supporting our volunteer ministry 
financially! Without them we would not be able to host this breakfast every year. We hope all in attendance enjoyed this time of 
fellowship and felt our appreciation!



Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #243

Ocala, FL 34478

IES BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kent Adams
Alejandro Arango
Craig Baggs
Monica Bryant
John Bradish
Quinnette Durkin
Winn Keeton
Mary Beth Nealy
Rebecca O’Connor
Anne W Parker
Vern Shukoski
Wally Wagoner
Wesley Wheeler 
Karla Grimsley-Greenway, Chief Executive Officer

Check out our website at
www.IESmarion.org

Return Postage Requested

MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLI NG
TOLL FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

P.O. Box 992  •  Ocala, FL 34478

Honoring 
Paulette 

We have to say farewell 
to Paulette Millhorn, 
Board Member and 
President, who is 
terming out after 8 years 
of dedicated service 
to Interfaith.  Paulette 
has been a quiet force 
behind the scenes and 
has contributed to the 
solid foundation that 
our board provides.   
While we know her 
heart is still with 
Interfaith, her presence 
will be greatly missed.  
Thank you, Paulette, 
for all of your faithful 
service.

Looking Good at the Boutique
Our Free Clothing Boutique is getting better and better thanks to our generous 
donors. And we are so grateful to be able to provide clothing to our clients – 
thanks to you!

“I want to look good,” are words from a frequent Boutique customer we now 
affectionately call Mr. Clean.  Often when I saw him his head is down, he would 
barely speak or smile. Today, he came into the Boutique and requested help 
putting together an outfit. He said he wanted to look sharp. Boutique volunteer 
Tracey, took the time to go through items that had been donated to us to create 
his ensemble. He was so excited he could hardly wait to put it on. After he 
changed, he modeled for the volunteers and clients, and boy was he a show 
stopper! I couldn’t get him to stop striking poses. He had just one more request 
to complete his look and that was a pair of reading glasses. After he saw himself, 
he could hardly contain his joy. He said, “Miss Koya I look good!” I replied, 
“Yes you do; now we have to call you Mr. Clean.” Participating in moments like 
this brings me so much joy. Something like clothing, that many of us take for 
granted, literally gave him so much confidence! So thank you to our donors! 
Men’s clothing is rarely donated to us, so having donations to choose from was 
a huge blessing. If you would like to continue blessings like this one, donations 
can be made Monday-Friday to our drop box located at 435 NW 2nd Street, 
Ocala. We are in need of men’s clothing and underwear. 


