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From Tears to Smiles, By: Koya Harris-Beard, Social Services Manager
When James arrived to Interfaith from Arizona he was distraught, weak, confused, and 
depressed. James admitted to me that he was just ready to give up and end it all. From the 
moment I saw him he touched my heart and I knew that I couldn’t give up on him. James 
is 76 years old, homeless, no family whatsoever. When he came he had been robbed of his 
debit card, ID, social security card and more. He couldn’t even get into the only shelter that 
was available for men in this county because he needed an ID. We could easily help get him 
food, but the rest was difficult. Because his information was stolen and his ID was from 
another state, he couldn’t get a Marion County ID without a birth certificate. All this red 
tape was very upsetting for him. 
Sometimes it takes all hands on deck to help pull our clients out of the fire, and for this I needed the assistance of our Homeless 
Services Team. His birth certificate was ordered and was supposed to take 90 days to arrive. Without it our hands were tied. I 
prayed and prayed that God would do something quickly because it was breaking my heart to see him in so much distress. To 
make a long story short, his birth certificate arrived much sooner than anticipated! He was able to get an ID, apply for his social 
security card, get a new debit card, get his phone turned on and some other time sensitive financial business squared away. He 
was so happy he cried. Through my almost daily efforts with James his faith was restored and his hope increased. Even before the 
good news arrived he started to change the way he spoke about himself.  At the end of the last conversation he and I had, he said 
“You know, I was so worried that I’d have to end the year on a bad note and begin the new year in a dark hole, but now I can see 
the light, and I know God loves me.” Now James is staying in the men’s shelter at Salvation Army and is working towards getting 
a place of his own. We are all grateful that God found a way to bring peace to James and allowed us to be his hands and feet.

Koya, James and David pose 
with James’ birth certificate

Family Finds Jesus at the Thrift Store, by Shannon Pickering Thrift Store Manager
Man, let me tell y’all, when God nudges, sometimes He shoves in such a way there is no denial that He wants you to do something. 
A family came into the store looking for clothing. I could tell the mom was upset, and I felt the nudge to stop what I was doing 
and help. I brought mom into my office, got her some water, and found a charger for her dead cell phone. Her story and tears 
poured out of her. They had been paying the mortgage on a home but the homeowner was pocketing the money and the house 
went into foreclosure. They were now living in a local motel with 2 kids and the mom said they had no chance to get anything 
out of the home before they were forced to leave. As I got the clothing sizes from mom, she told me that she knew she needed 
God in her life.
At that moment, in walks Jody, our Campus Pastor. He had decided to stop in to work on something for me. I introduced him to 
Mom and asked him to pray for her while I pulled clothing and other essentials they needed. 
Jody later told me that while he was praying, he felt an inner heat, a peace that he hadn’t felt before, and told the mom that God 
told him everything would be okay and work out for her family. He just knew. He felt the peace that passes understanding. 
Angie felt the nudge to pray for them to, so out from the register she came and prayed over this family. If you haven’t been part of 
her prayers, let me tell you, she is a warrior. While this was happening, Jody was talking with the husband who was looking for a 
job. Jody made a call and within an hour or so, Jody had a job lined up a job as an electrician starting tomorrow.  
Can you believe that? All of the things that had to come together for that family and Jody to meet at that intersection, at that 
moment in life, must have monumental odds - except that God made it happen, and not by chance but by divine right. 
I’m so grateful for those little nudges that God provides for us, and especially thankful to Jody for his perfect timing for those in 
need. 



From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley-Greenway
I hope this newsletter finds you enjoying the holidays and feeling grateful for the reasons we celebrate!  
I’m often asked about our faith-based status.  We are often confused with another local charity known 
as the Interfaith Alliance, that exists to promote tolerance and understanding across different faiths.  I’ve 
attended some of their events and have found them very enlightening and the people very kind.  Practically 
all of our values are exactly the same.  I think one of the most beautiful things about Interfaith is that we 
openly welcome people of all faiths to come and serve together.  We also serve people of all faiths without 
discrimination. With that said, we are fundamentally a Christian based organization. We do our best to 
align our efforts with guidance provided in the Holy Bible and believe in the holy trinity.  I personally hold 
my salvation through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ as my most precious gift ever received.  What I find in 

common with other faiths and is also the greatest commandment in this faith is to love others.  Other than God, the Bible doesn’t 
tell me exactly  who to love, which tells me that I’m to love ALL people;  all races, all genders, all ages, people of all faiths and 
people from all walks of life, people who believe like me and people who don’t, and yes, even people who can be difficult. Some 
find this to be a daunting requirement.  When I think of my Savior who took on all of my sin and shame and sacrificed himself 
because He loved me before I existed, I don’t know how I could possibly not love others.  He did the same for everyone.  To not 
love someone that Christ loved enough to die for seems like an insult to Him.  I don’t have to love someone’s behavior, but I pray 
all the time that God helps me to see people the way that He does and to love them because He does.  This is why I love Christmas 
so much.  Not for the gifts, or the holiday festivities, or even that I get to spend time with family.  It’s to celebrate this gift of Christ. 
For me, HE is the reason for the season and the reason we serve others through the ministry of Interfaith.  I pray that you and 
your loved ones have a wonderful holiday season and enjoy the things that make it so special to you.  To my Christian friends, 
Merry Christmas.  To my Jewish friends, Happy Hanukah.  If you’re of a different faith, I also wish you blessings! 

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. However, for this reason 
I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. 
Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to [a]God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. Timothy 1:15-17
Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before men, him will I confess also before My Father who is in Heaven. Matthew 10:32

The Life of an Engagement Specialist by David Nune, Jr. 
My name is David Nune Jr. I am a US Navy Veteran, serving over 3 years in Yokosuka, Japan. During my tour of duty, alcoholism 
played a major role in adjusting to being away from home. Upon returning to the States, I fell into a deep depression and was put 
on the psychiatric ward in San Diego. I witnessed a fellow shipmate’s suicide which sent me back to seek more psychiatric help. 
From there I was honorably discharged from the United States Navy. When I got home, I reunited with my family, but was not 
the same. I had some addiction issues that followed me. This carried on for a few years, and my addictive behavior eventually 
contributed to my homelessness. During my addiction I lost my youngest brother in 2012 to AIDS. Over a period of time, I was 
incarcerated and lost a really good job. Through treatment centers and my probation, I continued to use and spiral, but finally hit 
my rock bottom. God sent me a message and that was when I surrendered to the courts and was again incarcerated.
I was accepted into Lifestream Rehabilitation Center and spent 5 months in rehab finally getting and accepting the help that I 
needed and was successfully discharged. I was accepted at the Ritz Veteran Village in Ocala. From there I continued to work on 
myself and joined a 12-step program, got a sponsor, and started working the 12 steps. A little over a year later I was accepted in 
the HUD/VASH program where I was put in an apartment and am currently still maintaining. I fared well through the COVID 
pandemic even though I lost my job. CareerSource got me hired with Vets Helping Vets where I was able to help homeless and 
low-income veterans find resources for food, and to help pay utilities and housing costs. When the funding ran out on that 
position, God had another plan - He brought me to Interfaith. Now I sit across a desk and help those who’s journey I have walked 
myself. I feel their hurt and needs, and understand. 
My goal in life is to help those in need and to hopefully show them that there is hope, by providing them with resources in our 
community. Providing a hotel room when shelters are full with special funding, diverting them to family and friends that are 
willing to house them, or just lending an ear to listen to whatever they need to get off their minds, I am there for them.
Through the Grace of God, I am able to make it to 4 years December 26, 2022!  It has been a learning experience and I have grown 
spiritually with Interfaith and have met so many amazing people. The compassion, love, and support they showed me and my 
family through my mom’s hospitalization and her passing last year, is unmeasurable. So, I want to thank God, Interfaith, and my 
12-step fellowship for helping me to grow and become a better brother, father, uncle, friend, employee and coworker.  This is my 
last month here at Interfaith, cause God has other plans for me, so I have to let go and let God do his work.



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Gus Galloway
Durlene Drake
By: Victor & Barbara Musleh 
(correction from last month)

Durlene Drake
By: Anne & Buddy MacKay
      Walter & Mara Elliott
      Anne Berman
Yvonne “Blue” Montsdeoca
By: Ruthanne & Tim Mizner
Jean Koterba
By: Annette Holland
Joe Bradshaw
Kay Drake
Charlotte Ponder
Allen Jumper
Perry Bryan Lovell
Gus Galloway
By: Walter & Mara Elliott
Scott Hubbard
By: Jean Bendula
Wilma Andrews
By: Gerald & Nancy Gallery
Mack Dunwoody
By: Ana Dunwoody
Jeffrey Lovell
By: Clover Lovell
Tabatha Yandle Wolter
By: Julie Moody 
      Cindy Fleetwood
Thelma Kuperberg
By:  Robert Kuperberg
Glen Schore
By: Bruce Hutchinson

In HONOR of: 
Rosemary Naas’ Birthday
By: Rose & Raymond Rozanski      

Kayla Hess
By: Karla Greenway

Special Thanks to...
Special thanks for these large donations (in pounds): Arc: 179; First Baptist: 507; Trinity Baptist: 
1,346; Countryside Presbyterian: 187; First Assembly of God: 76; Temple Beth Shalom: 512; 
Ocala 200 Lions Club: 228; John Horner: 3,484; SSS Moose Lodge: 111; Ocala West United 
Methodist: 238; First Christian: 402; Ocala Elks #286: 436; Spruce Creek North: 430; Central 
Christian: 462; The Way Independent Christian: 667; Hospice: 418; OTOW Softball League: 463 
& SAB College of Central Florida: 83 jars of peanut butter
Also received: Christine’s Blankets Inc: 61 winter bags; 
Paradise Ministries: 70 cases of food, 2 large boxes of 
toiletries; Silver Springs Bottled Water: 84 cases; and 
Gateway to Hope Ministries: 12 Bicycles
Special thanks to Patty and her team at Lumen for their 
donation of 500 jars of peanut butter for our Food 4 Kids 
program. Patty did such a great job with the food drive 
that her team surprised her with a ‘Jiffy crown’ for pictures 
(pictured right).

Honor Someone Special
Give a gift to someone special - an honorary or 
memorial donation in their name to Interfaith! 
The person honored (or their family) will 
receive a letter of acknowledgement. Please 
contact Kayla at 629-8868 x202 or Kayla.
Hess@IESmarion.org. Mail donations to PO 
Box 992, Ocala, FL 34478.

By Shannon Pickering, Thrift Store Manager

Patty and her team at Lumen

Speaking of the Thrift Store...
It's the most wonderful time of the year! Santa's elves have been working hard in 
the store Workshop, collecting Christmas donations throughout the year. Budget 
minded shoppers can find trees, ornaments, gently used new-to-you gifts,  and 
a whole host of holiday spirit. Stop by 718 North Pine to see what we have holly, 
jolly, and bright for you! 

Volunteer Opportunities Available
We are looking for volunteers to greet and help our clients in our 
Free Clothing Boutique as well as greet our clients coming into the 
Social Services office. We need help most weekdays from 9 am to 
11:30 am or 1 pm to 4 pm. The job is simple, the need is great, the 
blessings for giving back are yours to be had! Be one of the happy 
volunteers like Jason (pictured right) who loves being at Interfaith!
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact me at tina.
reid@iesmarion.org or visit our website, iesmarion.org/volunteer 
to apply.

Help Needed for the Holidays
The Shelter Team is gearing up for the holidays. This time of year we are always blessed with 
everyone’s giving spirit. 
We are seeking donors to adopt our residents this year – not just at our homeless shelter 
here at Interfaith, but also our sweet ladies at our duplex and the individuals and families in 
our Permanent Supportive Housing Program at our 14th Street Apartments. This can mean 
purchasing a couple presents, providing a Christmas tree and decorations for those with their 
first home, or just some gift cards. 
We also have some residents that have successfully transitioned out into their first home from 
our shelter this year, that might need help for Christmas for children or even a turkey dinner. 
To find out all the ways you can be a blessing this Christmas, please reach out to Michelle at 
352-644-9199. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.
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P.O. Box 992  •  Ocala, FL 34478

The Donut Story, by Steve Clem
For 16 years, I’ve dropped by Tas-T-O Donuts on the 
boulevard every weekday to pick up donuts for our 
staff and volunteers. Because they always serve their 
donuts fresh each day, the owner, appreciating the 
work Interfaith does, always gave me whatever left 
overs they had from the day before – usually a dozen 
or so. And even though they offered them for free, I’d 
always give them $2 as a thank you. 
One day recently as I walked up to the window, they 
told me they didn’t have any, so I hopped back in my 
truck.  A man suddenly tapped on my window. He 
asked what had happened. So I told him the story of 
the Interfaith donuts and that they happened to be 
out today.  He told me to hang on and he went and 
bought 2 dozen fresh donuts and handed them to me. 
As I was thanking him, I set them on the passenger 
seat, turned back to him, and he was gone. I’ve 
wondered if an angel decided to bless us with donuts 
that day. We all know blessings come in all sizes – 
even donuts.

Hygiene Needed for Shelter
Interfaith’s Homeless Shelter helps individuals and families from all 
races, religion, background, and ethnicities. Oftentimes, when these 
individuals come to us, they have little to no personal belongings. Here 
at the shelter, we provide love, a safe place to stay, food, clothes, and 
personal hygiene products. Everyone that comes through our doors is 
unique and the situations that bring them to us varies. However, there 
is one thing that they all have in common, the need for the basics such 
as toiletries, clothes, and food. Our greatest need at the moment is 
hygiene items. We are in need of shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, mouth-wash, body wash (adult, children and babies), 
deodorant, razors, shaving cream, sanitary napkins, lotion, wash cloths, 
towels, and hairbrushes/combs. Over-the-counter medicines are also a 
need – cough and cold medicines (adult and children), benadryl, and 
pain relivers like Advil or Tylenol.
When these residents go out seeking employment, we want them to 
present their best self and to be confident in their approach. Having 
what they need to help with their personal hygiene will increase the 
probability of landing a job. Please help our residents to put their best 
foot forward.


