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Thanks to Donors and Community - Tina and Shane Rebuild from the Ashes
Everyone loves a happy ending and Tina and Shane’s story turned into one of the 
happiest of my years housing the homeless here at Interfaith. This story started with a 
disaster early last May when an electrical fire burned their rental unit to the ground, 
and they literally escaped with only the clothes they were wearing and their two dogs. 
In fact, the dogs woke them just in time to escape the flames, but they lost everything 
else….their wallet and purse, all their money and documents, all their clothing and 
shoes, their furniture, their vehicle and personal belongings. Tragically they even 
lost their beloved goats in an adjacent shed when that building burned as well. They 
were housed by the Red Cross for a weekend, but appeared at Interfaith after a couple 
days in desperate search for just about everything. We were able to house them in a 
motel and provide food from the our pantry until they received their June disability 
check. With the help of the Housing Navigator we began the search for affordable 
rentals and also filed for new birth certificates and Marion County IDs. Tina located 
an affordable mobile home and we were able to pay the start-up costs through the ESG 
Rapid Rehousing funds.  Our Interfaith Thrift Store provided much needed furniture, 
beds, and household items and slowly their lives were being rebuilt. By the middle of June, Tina and Shane signed a lease and 
moved into their new mobile home in McIntosh.  
This whole sequence of events beautifully illustrates the concept of “It takes a village” to respond to a tragedy like this… resources 
were gathered from at least 8 different programs and agencies as well as the generosity of countless private individuals to allow 
this couple to rise above the ashes of their burned home and begin building a new life. The smile on Tina and Shane’s face says it 
all….and they are the “why” for the work we do with the help of our amazing donors here at Interfaith. 

Peanut Butter & Jelly Man
By Maxi Rodriguez
This sweet man has been donating for over 
15 years, and comes nearly every Monday 
to drop off peanut butter and jelly.  When 
we tried to get his name to send a thank 
you, he said he only wants to be known 
as our “Peanut Butter and Jelly Man.” He 
posed with Maxi, our Warehouse Assistant 
Manager, last week with his latest haul. His 
son came in today to let us know he’s in 
the hospital after having surgery, so he is 
in our prayers. 
God bless this wonderful and faithful 
donor, just like so many others that give to 
help others. This is community.

Tina and Shane’s happy faces 
at their new home

By Gloria Cribben, Engagement Center Coordinator

Legacies of Love is back!  This year will be one 
of our most special events ever held and will 
be a little different than previous years.  We 
are honoring the lives and legacies of some of 
Ocala's best. Among those whose lives we will 
celebrate are Whit Palmer, Carlyle Ausley, 
Toro Townley, and Doug Oswald.  Save the 
date so you can be a part of this memorable 
event Wednesday evening, February 8th 
at the Reilly Arts Center.  If you would like 
to be a sponsor for this event or want more 
information please contact Karla Greenway 
at 352-209-7045.  



From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley-Greenway
Happy New Year!  I hope you all had a memorable Christmas and are looking forward to a good year ahead.  
God has big things in store for Interfaith this year. Soon we will begin construction on a new building 
called the Engagement Center (unless someone wants to make a large donation and then we’ll name it 
after the donor). This building will have two dedicated areas under one roof.  One side will be where we 
house our administration and our daily social services. The other side will be a center dedicated to helping 
those experiencing homelessness. It will serve as a point of entry for anyone who is homeless or facing 
homelessness. There will be dedicated staff and volunteers to make everyone feel welcome and start the 
process of addressing their most basic needs such as showers, clothing, food and making sure they have 
proper identification cards. Then each person will be assessed with a tool used in our county to determine 

the vulnerability of each person. This assessment puts them on a shared list that we use in partnership with the City/County Joint 
Office of Homelessness to prioritize those with the greatest need for housing. From there staff will make referrals to our partner 
agencies that can address other needs such as shelter, literacy, education and training, and employment. The facility will promote 
an atmosphere of inclusion to help those who have been chronically homeless start working on their soft skills such as showing 
up to appointments on time, setting up an email address, socialization, following directions and accountability. Of course the 
long-range goal is to change lives and help people transition back into the workforce and housing. For those who can’t work due 
to disabling conditions we will work to improve their quality of life by connecting them to resources to meet their specific needs. 
While many agencies have worked diligently to address all of these issues, there has never been one indoor location dedicated to 
serving this population. Even without this level of coordination we’ve seen life change in the past couple of years just by having 
staff dedicated to working with the homeless. We know that in partnership with all of the other amazing organizations in Marion 
County, this space could be a game-changer for many lives. If you’ve ever wanted to work with the homeless in a meaningful way 
in a safe environment, this is your opportunity!  We are currently training individuals to help us in this ministry.  If you feel so 
led, contact Gloria Cribben, our Engagement Center Coordinator and she can give you more details about the help she’s looking 
for.  (gloria.cribben@iesmarion.org)
Then keep reading our newsletter where you will read stories about how we are changing lives.  As always, thank you for your 
love, prayers and support. I pray 2023 is your best year yet!

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Jeremiah 29:11

A Night in December to Always Remember, by Michelle Collier, Shelter Manager
Holidays can be tough for our residents (including children) so we always look forward to special community partners and 
friends that go out of their way to make our residents feel loved and a part of something special. This year, all our ladies and 
families were gathered awaiting our ride to see Christmas lights. We had no idea what an extravagant display of lights this would 
be!  Around the corner comes Mr. Jim, our chauffeur for the evening. One of our little girls pointed and said, “Look Mommy - it’s 
Santa, Ho Ho Ho.”

The St. John’s Lutheran bus, as we called our sleigh, had every seat filled. 
The adventure began on a 20-minute ride to Ocala Light Spectacular on 
CR 475, as we sang our favorite Christmas carols along the way. Then we 
entered a field of lights – and as we rode down the narrow lit driveway 
filled with so many festive luminaries we were in awe of the display. 
Once we landed, we were surrounded by all sorts of food and activities 
for all ages. We began by getting a bite to eat as Mr. Jim and his elves 
brought us all over hot chocolate and fresh baked homemade cookies.      
After filling our bellies, we enjoyed all of the activities that surrounded 
us. The children were able to get pictures with Santa, train rides, slides, 
bounce houses, and a lit pathway that led to some Florida snow and ice 
skating. Even though this event was open to the public they made us feel 
like we were VIP.
We gathered at the end of the evening for a photo of our happy group. 
Interfaith would love to extend our gratitude to Mr. Jim Cato and the St. 
John’s Lutheran Church for making this all happen for our shelter women 
and children. Thank you for a night to remember. Residents Enjoying Christmas



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Joe Bradshaw
By: Rhonda & Larry Mack
Wilma Andrews
By: Pam & Danny Pressler
Davis Wayne McDonald
By: Brenda Taylor
      Susan McAllister
      Kevin McDonald Agency Team
      Natalie Burkett
      Kent Adams
      Nancy Bridenstine
      Steven Jones
      Bradley & Cindy Fleetwood
      Barb & Anil Aggarwal
      Rusty Branson
Jason Allen Starling
By: Ann VanDenburgh
      Harrison, Liam, Bailee,
       Joel, Kylee, Jayden
Lee Goodson
By: Alice Goodson
Dr Thomas J Fuller
Mary & Lou Markham
By: Andy & Louann Desantis
Ruth Casto
By: Phyllis Tate
Bobby Richardson
By: Ann Richardson
Helen M Stutz
By:  Linda Robinson

In HONOR of: 
Jan Knorr’s 95th Birthday
By: Rhonda & Larry Mack
Carl & Stella Bergeson
By: Ronald & Charlotte Rozanski
Our Children
By: Rebecca Chauncy

Special Thanks to...
Special thanks for these large donations (in pounds):  
Ocala West United Methodist Church: 2,497; 
First Assembly of God: 333; First Presbyterian 
Church Women: 283; American Panel: 102; Village 
Homeowners: 700; Lumen: 619; St John Lutheran: 
304; Upper Midwest Club: 240; Ocala Women’s 
Club: 231; Countryside Presbyterian: 190; Lake Weir 
High School JRotc: 1,201; First Baptist Church: 201; 
Osceola Middle NJHS: 165; Custom Windows: 401; 
Osceola Middle School: 1,118; Typ Tap Insurance: 
230; Oak Run Country Club Residents: 1,127; St 
Pauls United Methodist: 1,021; Ward Highlands 
School: 893; Cornerstone School: 207; Cumberland 
International: 937; HCA Florida Heart & Lung: 109; 
Cart World Golf Cars: 392; Re Max Premier Realty: 
729; Northside Baptist Church: 176; South State 
Bank: 405; Concentra Medical Center: 779; Aquatic 
Center: 1,981; Twilight Cruisers: 250; Ocala Elks: 
241; Real Truck: 416; First American Title: 702; 
Trinity Baptist: 166; DJJ: 108; and Sav a Lot: 371. 

Also these great donations - Southern Aviation 
Transport donated 35 turkeys; Bob & Christy 
Carlson: 30 turkeys; Dwain & Pat Staton: 12 cases 
string beans; Paradise Ministries: 48 cases of Oatmeal 
and Girl Scout Troop 3615: 118 Birthday Cake Kits; 
M,M&L Holdings, LLC: $300.00 groceries; Vets 
Helping Vets: 6 huge bags of men’s clothing; HCA 
Florida Heart & Lung: 137 pounds of toiletries and 
Re Max Premier Realty: $500.00 in Publix gift cards

Thank you to Marion County Tax Collector’s office 
for their recent donation of $12,014

Honor Someone Special
Give a gift to someone special - an 
honorary or memorial donation 
in their name to Interfaith! 
The person honored (or their 
family) will receive a letter of 
acknowledgement. Please contact 
Kayla at 629-8868 x202 or Kayla.
Hess@IESmarion.org. Mail 
donations to PO Box 992, Ocala, 
FL 34478.

Special Gifts 
In HONOR of continued: 
Jan & Don Poulin
By: Clayton Hawks
DeSantis Grandchildren:
Luke, Jane, Dylan & Jane DeSantis
Ron Catapano
By: Margaret & Paul Visser
Beth & Craig Cannon
Harris Cannon
Alice Cannon
Chris Richardson
By: Ann Richardson
Eugenie Martin
By: Cecilla Flaherty

Ocala Athletix Blesses Food 4 Kids, by Teesha Garcia
Happy New Year from Food 4 Kids! Although we closed the year out strong with the help 
of our amazing volunteers and donors, our work will continue until the end of school.  
And it’s not too late to help volunteer with us – so reach out to Tina (352-629-8868 x210) 
if you can help. 
We would like to give a special thank you to 
Ocala Athletix for choosing Food 4 Kids to 
sponsor this year! I was blessed to attend 
their amazing showcase and saw athletes that 
reminded me of my youth! Some of their 
team even came to our facility and helped 
pack bags for the schools before presenting us 
with a check and a very large food donation. 
Their generous donation will be used to help 
fill the bellies of our Marion County students 
and we simply can’t thank them enough. Ocala 
Athletix staff, owners, and athletes remind us 
that when we work together as a team for a great cause we can move mountains. 

More Thanks...
The Ocala Palms community 
provided a donation of $4,720 
and 6,399 pounds of food! 

Athletix Helps Out in Food 4 Kids
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLI NG
TOLL FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

P.O. Box 992  •  Ocala, FL 34478

High-End Name Brand Clothing at the Thrift Store - Time To Shop!
New year, new you! Have you stopped by and seen what we have in Karla’s Closet?  Named after our fearless CEO, Karla Grimsley-
Greenway, the boutique at Interfaith Thrift Store focuses on donations of brand names such as Chico’s, Lilly Pulitzer, St John, and 
Ralph Lauren.  Staff and volunteers dedicate time into searching for the best items from Karla’s Closet to yours! Stop by 718 North 
Pine and see what we have for you today!

Green Thumbs and Typing Fingers Needed! By Tina Reid, Volunteer Coordinator
We have a beautiful garden area that could use some love. We are looking for someone to take the area on as their volunteer 
project to clean it up and tend to it as the seasons change. If you love to garden, this would be the perfect project for you! We could 
use landscaping help on a as needed basis all year long as well. 
If outside work is not your thing, we have a need inside too! We are currently seeking help to fill a HUGE need with data entry. 
So if you are good with computers, we could really use you!
If interested in helping in these ways, or any other way, please reach out to me at tina.reid@iesmarion.org, (352) 629-8868 ext 210 
or fill out an online volunteer application on our website.

Starting the New Year Off with Positive Change
This time of year we’re often looking back and ahead, assessing and wondering how we can make a difference in the coming 
year. For those that are on the fence about what to do this year to bring a little positive change and energy to our community – 
considering joining Interfaith  - as a volunteer, a donor or even prayer partner. There’s so many ways you can make a difference 
in our community.  Reach out to Tina at (352) 629-8868 x210 for more information and she’ll get you connected. 


