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Julian’s Journey, by Gloria Cribben, Engagement Center Coordinator
Usually when I write the monthly article for this newsletter, it is to share a “happy ending” story, but I am coming to you 
with two different purposes in mind today….one part is to share with you the day to day life of the homeless on the streets 
of Ocala, and the second part is to make a very specific request. I am purposefully not including a picture of Julian because 
I want him to represent the face of every homeless man, woman and child in this country.
Julian was brought to my attention several months ago by the Joint Office on Homelessness. Briefly his story reads much 
like so many of our homeless clients... he lives on the street usually near the Marion Theater parking lot and that is where I 
first found him.  Julian usually keeps to himself, staying in the shadows,  and seems to have few if any friends or family. My 
first concern was for his physical health…his right foot was without a sock or shoe since it was swollen to at least 3 times 
the size of a normal foot. I tried to convince him he should go to the emergency room, but he refused my offer to drive him 
there. This is generally true about the homeless. Upon first contact they lack the trust needed to do anything suggested for 
them, so I wasn’t surprised. Julian has lived on the streets for many years and not trusting people has become a survival 
skill, so it takes a few contacts before significant progress can be made toward housing. As it turns out, Julian receives a 
small Social Security Disability check each month but nowhere near what is needed to cover the expenses of an apartment. 
Over some sandwiches and coffee at Wawa, Julian shared that he has lost all his documentation….no birth certificate, no 
Social Security card, no Identification Card, no Insurance cards, basically nothing, and of course all these items are needed 
for housing, so we had lots of work to do.  What Julian did have was a sincere desire to be housed, so he met with me day 
after day as I took him to the DMV, the Social Security Office, the Health Department and made medical and mental health 
appointments.  Slowly his file was getting thicker with all the paperwork we needed.  Things were going so well, until they 
weren’t! One day in November we had arranged to meet so I could take him for his mental health evaluation, but I couldn’t 
find Julian. As it turns out, he had been arrested the night before on a warrant for failure to appear in court on charges 
related to trespassing the previous summer. Julian had no idea when the court appearance was even scheduled. How could 
he? The homeless do not have an address to receive mail, so those court papers never reached him. He was released after 26 
days, and I considered it a blessing from the Lord since his foot infection received some treatment during this time and he 
was in a warm place for the cold weather we had around Christmas.  Upon Julian’s release, I was able to present him with 
his new Lifeline cell phone….a luxury he hasn’t had for years, and we were able to resume the pathway to his housing. We 
completed the 56 page application for an Emergency Housing Voucher from Ocala Housing Authority and hopeful he will 
receive a voucher that will help him pay monthly rent because his disability check is only a few hundred dollars.
Julian’s journey is still far from over, and the toughest part lies ahead. Even with a housing voucher to help pay rent and all 
his documents in place,  Julian still needs a cooperative landlord willing to give him a lease. In our competitive housing 
market here in Ocala, it is tough for our homeless to compete since they lack many of the social skills the rest of us take 
for granted. This brings me to the request part of this article. I know we are a prayerful community, and  I am asking for 
everyone’s combined efforts for a happy ending to Julian’s journey. My prayer is that our community at large will see the 
homeless as real people with all the accompanying needs and dreams of any person.  Specifically I need your prayers for an 
affordable little apartment and a receptive landlord with a heart for our homeless willing to give Julian a chance.  
We are told in James 5:16  “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results”. I am 
claiming this promise for Julian and I look forward to writing the sequel to this story showing Julian with keys to his very 
own apartment!



From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley-Greenway
This month we host our annual Legacies of Love event. This event honors individuals in our community that 
have made significant contributions through volunteering, leadership and philanthropy.  The last time we 
held the event was in 2020 just before the pandemic took over. At that event we honored Jeffrey and Clover 
Lovell by naming our shelter dorms after them; Clover Hall and Lovell Hall. When we started considering 
nominations for this year’s event we realized that over the past 2 years our community has lost some very 
special people. One such individual was Nick Nikkinen who was serving on our Board of Directors when 
he was taken by Covid. Another was Carlyle Ausley who served in our prayer room as a volunteer prayer 
warrior. Therefore we decided that this year’s event should allow us to pause and celebrate the lives of people 
who made our community better, but were no longer with us. So on February 8th at 7:00 p.m. in the main 

theater of the Reilly Arts Center we will be celebrating the lives and legacies of these gentlemen as well as Toro Townley, Doug 
Oswald and Whit Palmer. If you knew any of these individuals we hope you will join us. Tickets are $40 and can be purchased on 
the Reilly Arts Center website. The program will last a little over an hour and we hope everyone in attendance is inspired to leave 
their own legacy by contributing to the community in some way. This Ocala Marion Community truly is exceptional because of 
the people who live here and we should celebrate them as often as we can. Here is the honor roll of previous honorees:
2013 - Kevin McDonald, Lynette Vermillion & Daniel Hightower
2014 - Cory Pool & Dr. Michael Jordan
2015 - George Albright and Ron & Phyllis Ewers
2016 - Toni James & Jim Kirk
2017 - Dr. Hank Harrell, Jr and Frank & Naida Rasbury
2018 - Beth McCall & Gail Cross
2019 - Frank DeLuca, Mary Britt & Dr. Norm Anderson
2020 - Clover and Jeffrey Lovell 

Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord and who 
admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

Coleman Family Successfully Housed, by Michelle Collier, Shelter Manager
It takes great courage to reach out and ask for help. It is especially humbling to contact a homeless shelter when you feel you have 
nowhere else to turn. One principle that we instill in everyone that has been accepted into our Shelter Program is that God has 
brought them here for a reason. This story proves that the Lord above definitely led this family to Interfaith. 
The Coleman family, which includes a mother of two adult children, came to our shelter after being displaced due to unfortunate 
circumstances. As we all know, the inflation and cost of living is becoming an epidemic throughout our community that we are 
experiencing more and more every day. When the Colemans arrived, they had little income, definitely not enough to sustain 
them. They needed a reboot.  A chance to take a breath and start over. Once they were offered a safe place to stay, to save money, 
and receive case management and mental health resources, this family got on board and did what it took to make their dream 
of success a reality.
The two daughters were able to gain employment within the first few weeks they arrived. 
Mom had succumbed to many health issues, but was able to take care of herself and heal 
while they had a comfortable and safe place. 
Our program typically lasts about 3 months for most families, and as the Coleman family’s 
time approached, we could see they were working hard to pull it off.  Taking advantage of 
the housing resources we provided during their stay, they were able to secure a home for 
their family. They are pictured here with part of the Shelter Team, signing their lease. We are 
so proud of the determination, perseverance, and hard work this family has demonstrated. 
Having a safe space to focus made all the difference for this family.  A place of comfort to work on their personal needs, learn to 
budget and save their money, and work with our Case Management team was instrumental in their success. All these things are 
offered because of you, our donors, that support our shelter and the lives of families like the Colemans. Thank you for providing 

Tickets can be purchased at the 
Reilly Arts Center in person or 

https://www.reillyartscenter.com/events/legacies-of-love/



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Sally Williams   
By: John & Jordan McMichael
Thomas E Schrecengost
By: John & Diane Glenn
M Lee Arnold
By: Gloria Arnold
Charles & Juanita Murray
By: Robert & Miriam Murray
Dr Tom Fuller
Dr Bobby Richardson
Dr H Kairab
Whit Palmer
By: Sandy Fuller
Gail Shuford
By:  Mitzner Family
Wayne McDonald
By: Terry & Cindy Crawford
Greg Gordon
By: Linda Gordon
Buddy Patrick
By: James & Barbara Patrick
Nadine & R E Nettles, Jr
By: Dr Greg & Marsha Bowen
Rachel Buttermore
By: Victor & Irma Buttermore
William & Ann Fischer
By: Benno Fischer
Betty Hall
Willa French
By: Betty Rodebaugh
Dan & Wilma Andrews
By: Mac & Becky Andrews
LaVerne Stinson
Eleanor Gamble
By: James & Virginia Gamble

Special Thanks to...
Special thanks for these large donations (in pounds):  
First Baptist, Ocala: 462; Ocala Women’s Connection: 
480; Prime: 724; Marion Charter School: 944; Ocala 
West United Methodist: 3,487; Gainesville Ocala 
Women’s Tennis League: 305; Trinity Baptist: 89; 
Happy Feet Dance Club: 455; Florida Credit Union: 
1,003; Gibson Kustom Motorcycle Repair: 286; First 
Assembly of God: 354; Chewy: 420; South State 
Bank: 622; First Presbyterian: 97 and Ocala Elks: 
198.  Also these donations: Linda Groff: 77cans 
food; Glenda Vietinghoff: gloves and canned food; 
Fit Forever Club at Summer Glen: towels, socks, 
underwear & shower needs; Hospice of Marion 
County: 6 boxes food; Paradise Ministries: 48 cases 
food, hats, gloves, hygiene, toys; Christine’s Blankets: 
100+ new blankets and Capstone Academy: 2 bins 
food/dry goods.

Thank you to Ina A. Colen 
Academy for your collection 
of hygiene items!  And thank 
you to the amazing team 
American Outlaws Baseball 
11u for your donation! The 
hygiene items they collected 
will help so many and we are 
truly grateful! Outlaws Pictured right. 

Honor Someone Special
Give a gift to someone special 
- an honorary or memorial 
donation in their name to 
Interfaith! The person honored 
(or their family) will receive 
a letter of acknowledgement. 
Please contact Kayla at 629-8868 
x202 or Kayla.Hess@IESmarion.
org. Mail donations to PO Box 
992, Ocala, FL 34478.

Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of continued: 
Gus Galloway
By: Lillian Sturgis Updike
Donald Edward Sanderson
By: Paul Lilko
Rodney Gause
By: Timothy & Lyn Shanahan

In HONOR of:
Tom & Dominque
Tim & Lou
Dennis & Anita
Jane & Kim
Mike & Jan
Mike & Kim
Kris & Diane
Jerry
Tim, Katy Jo & JR
Bob, Jamie & Rex
Steve, Cathy, Michael & John
By:  Judy & Wayne Davis
Chris Armstrong Family
Scott Armstrong Family
Tom Powers Family
Wane & Judy Davis
TJ & Ann Cottingem
Joe Beloite Family
David & Connie Witter
Max & Bea Newhart
By: Lou & Tim Petty
Beth &Craig Cannon
Alice Cannon
Harris Cannon
Ann Richardson
By: Chris Richardson
Sid & Carolyn Varner
Louann & Andy DeSantis
By: Sandy Fuller
William & Janet Brueckner
By: William Brueckner
       Beth & Richard Arndt
Bob & Patti Barto
By: Janet Brueckner
Denise Yearwood
By: Theresa Weech
Mrs William Casey
By: Annette George

Fall in Love at the Thrift Store
Love is in the air and what better place to fall in love with all 
over again but Interfaith Thrift Store?  We have gently used 
items including sofa, sectional, and  LOVE seat combos, 
dining room table and chairs, and china cabinets!  Our truck 
goes out into the community 4 days a week for donation 
pickups so the store always has a brand new face, each and 
every time you come in! We would LOVE to see you! Come 
by 718 North Pine and fall in love with Interfaith.
Getting new furniture or appliances and want to donate the 
old? We can pick it up!  Give us a call at 352-351-3541.

Smiling Faces Needed...
Our Center for Life is located right on Pine Ave so 
many times people looking for services start there. They 
may also be coming in for services the Center for Life 
provides such as medication vouchers or meeting with 
an advocate. We are looking for volunteers to greet 
clients and point them in the right direction. If you are 
interested in this greeting position please contact me, 
tina.reid@iesmarion.org or fill out an online application 
on our website.
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLI NG
TOLL FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

P.O. Box 992  •  Ocala, FL 34478

Social Services Team Ready for the New Year by Koya Harris-Beard
It’s a new year and I declared that this year would not be like last year. 
Last year had its share of highs and lows. Sometimes the lows seemed 
to outweigh the highs, but God never changed His mind or His plan. 
He saw us through. This year in the national news and even in our 
local community has started out a little rough. I almost started to say, 
oh no not a repeat, but even if God continues to allow the storms to 
come we are anchored in Him and He will see us through. 
 So far the Social Services team, our Boutique, and Satellite Pantries 
are off to a great start and I can say that’s thanks to you, our faithful 
donors who helped us end the year with resources left to give. With 
the cold weather, brings requests for blankets, jackets and warm 
clothing, which thankfully we were able to provide. 
Today as I was swarmed (literally) with clients who had needs that 
I just couldn’t meet, which is sometimes the case. But a sweet lady 
wrote this note and handed it to my receptionist to give to me. That 
was my grounding moment to pause, breathe and thank God for 
what He is able to do through us and you. So I’m sharing this note 
with you. Thank you for everything. You are all appreciated. 


