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The Best Gift is to Listen, by Jody Schaible, Campus Pastor
As Campus Pastor and Facilities Manager, I get to interact with many of our 
volunteers. One Monday morning we had a volunteer set up to do haircuts for the 
men in our community. I sat for a moment listening, as Ramon clipped and cut, 
all the while having wonderful conversations with those in the barber chair and 
praying with these men. 
The morning went on and he completed eight haircuts. As the last person got 
ready to leave, I noticed it was one of the gentleman that I knew to be homeless for 
many years. As Ramon talked with him, the gentleman divulged that he had family 
in the area. He said he had 8 daughters, 17 grandkids and 6 great grandkids. Wow. 
Being homeless can be an extremely empty feeling, and many times means being 
away from family (for whatever reason). 
As staff and volunteers, we try every day to listen and love the best we can. But 
sometimes just sitting and listening is all that matters. And although I thought the 
barber giving haircuts was great that day, the biggest blessing was listening. 

Food 4 Kids Provides 32,640 meals to Hungry Kids, by Teesha Garcia, Food 4 Kids
Interfaith’s  Food 4 Kids program has so much to be thankful for! We are so humbled by the 
tremendous support we receive from groups, organizations, churches and individuals in 
Marion County that want to help our program. Food 4 Kids staff was recently moved to tears 
as we were blessed with a large monetary donation from the President of the Corvette Club 
of Ocala. Their donation will feed 160 children for an entire month!! God bless you Corvette 
Club of Ocala for your giant hearts and amazing gift to Marion County children in need. 
We wish to thank every single donor that gives so much to help us to do the work God has 
called us to do. Thankfully, we have so many incredible donors that give us food donations, 
monetary donations, and their personal time to pack and deliver the food directly to the 
schools - that it would be hard to name them all. Please know that we see every single 
donation, no matter the size, as a gift that directly helps us put food in the bellies of the 
children. JUST LAST MONTH we were able to provide 32,640 meals to children that may 
not have been able to eat on the weekend.  
God continues to bless our ministry with staff and volunteers that keep the wheels turning 
and the food going straight to the schools. Food 4 Kids wishes to welcome Carissa Gibson 
to the program as the new Assistant Manager. Carissa has a heart to serve and a love for 

children that has guided her path for many years. We are so thankful God has sent her to us and look forward to seeing the work 
she will be able to do in the Name of Jesus!  Please keep Food 4 Kids ministry in your hearts and prayers as we try and reach our 
goal of NO CHILD HUNGRY. 

Interfaith extends a special thank you to the friends and families of our 2023 Legacies of 
Love honorees for joining us for a very special tribute to Carlyle Ausley, Nick Nikkinen, 
Toro Townley, Doug Oswald and Whit Palmer.  



From the Chief Executive Officer: Karla Grimsley-Greenway
I want to start my letter to you this month  by saying “thank you” to everyone  who lets me know how 
much you enjoy reading our newsletter.  I’m sure you’ve noticed that we don’t spend a lot of money on the 
production with glossy colored photos and such, but I believe we make up for it in content.  I confess that 
I, too, look forward to reading our newsletter every month because I don’t see the articles that my staff 
contribute until it’s published.  And every month, like many of you, I am moved to tears to read stories of 
lives impacted for good and for God’s glory.  I’m so thankful for the team of employees and volunteers that 
we are blessed with here at Interfaith.
Each day while getting ready for work I enjoy the morning show on the local Christian radio station, The Joy 
FM.  It just starts my day on the right foot.   I’ve listened year after year to one of the hosts reveal her “word 

for the year”.  This is a word that guides her thoughts and actions throughout the year. It generally has to do with her spiritual 
growth.  This year God impressed on me as I was praying early in January, that my word for the year needs to be “confidence”.  
Not confidence in myself, or my staff, or donors, or government, or any other entity; but confidence in  God.  It might come as 
a surprise to some, but I am prone to worry...a lot.  I worry about our finances at Interfaith, our fund-raising events, whether we 
are doing our best job for the clients, if I’m meeting the expectations of my board of directors, and how we’re going to be able to 
keep up with the demand as inflation keeps pushing people our way.  Basically, I carry a great deal of weight with me.  But the 
truth is, God always comes through.  ALWAYS. So it just seems absurd to worry over these things for which I have no control.  So 
my word this year is “confidence” in the one who does.  And yes, I’ve already been tested and may not have remained as confident 
as I should have been in one or two situations.   But I encouraged myself with these words, “This is not yours, it’s God’s and He is 
in control”.  And of course, a peace came over me even before the answer to the problem arrived.  This ministry, (all of it) is His 
and He cannot fail.  So if you see me out and about and I appear to be fretting over something, I give you permission to walk up 
to me and just say the word “confidence” to keep me in check. 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. Romans 11:36 

A Prayer for You, by Koya Harris-Beard, Social Services Manager
In lieu of sharing a story about one of our clients, I wanted to offer a simple message of encouragement to anyone in the helping 
professions, caregiver to a family member, church leader, parishioner, or you simply just have a heart for mankind like me.
As I sat in a leadership team meeting last week, we began to discuss the critical needs of many of the members of this county. 
I remember feeling weighty and emotional. As an empath it is very difficult at times for me to reserve from trying to save the 
world. And sometimes it is difficult to focus on the here and now when there are so many heart-breaking stories. I see them 
in my office and over the phone, daily. It can be really draining. But I want to share with you what a very wise woman told 
me one day, in hopes that it will encourage you. Wendy, one of our previous case managers, was a blessing. We often would 
talk about the heart-breaking cases that people would refer to us and we would encourage each other. One day I remember 
just being at my wits end that there was no funding available in the county at the time for families who just needed a hand up 

and no affordable housing. Single moms and dads working 2-3 jobs, spouses who 
were recently widowed now without that additional income while trying to care for 
special needs children, couples whose rent tripled when they were already struggling 
to make ends meet - and the list goes on. Wendy said, “Koya you can’t save anybody 
- that’s not your job - it’s God’s job. And the moment we can recognize that, and give 
our client’s situation to God, he always has a solution.” Her words were life to me 
and I hope they give you life too. We are helpers one to another and God gives every 
man a certain measure to work with. Anything outside of that, He does.  We’re here 
to stand in the gap for them because right now in their distress they don’t have the 
words or even the strength to pray, but we do. 
So Father, I lift up every reader to you. I ask you to be their strength, guide them, equip 
them, empower them to operate in the measure of grace that you have given them. 
Please multiply their resources and enlarge their territory. Those who have resources 
and don’t know where best to use it, lead them to the person or organization that they 
should connect with. Bring comfort and peace in times of uncertainty and strain. I love 
you Lord and I thank you that you are always mindful of us, and when we need you, 
all we have to do is call upon your name and you will answer. It is in Jesus Christ’s 
name that I pray. Amen.Koya praying with client



Special Gifts 
In MEMORY of: 
Greg McNeal     
By: Kathy McCormick
Ann Simpson
By: Arthur Simpson
Ben Hayes
By: Donna & Val Krieger
       Bonnie Quackenbush
       Wayne & Elena Marshall
Cindy Stafford
By: David Stafford
Ray & Rose Negron
By: Mary Chang
Nick Nikkinen
By:  Vern & Gail Shukoski
Jimmy Jackson
By: Tomas & Patricia Patrick
Russ Mantel
By:  Sandra Mantel
Jerry Pogue
Marilyn Rose Smith
By: James & Virginia Gamble
Peter Cobb
By: Carol Cobb

In HONOR of: 
Keith Knorr   
Celine Mack
By: Larry & Rhonda Mack

Special Thanks to...
Special thanks for these large donations (in pounds):  Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority: 1,823; 
Countryside Presbyterian: 127; Hardwood Trails HOA: 170; Martin Schwartz: 80; Ocala West 
United Methodist Church: 48; Ocala Elks Lodge #286: 323; American Panel: 118; Top of the 
World: 316 and First Presbyterian Womens Group 450.  And Paradise Ministries: 66 cases of 
food.
Thank you so much to West Shore Home 
Ocala for 451 pounds for our food pantry!  
Special shout out to Leadership Ocala 
Marion for their 300 pounds of food. Each 
year the newest LOM group takes a tour of 
Interfaith (along with many other non profits 
and businesses) to learn all about their 
community. We are grateful for the CEP’s 
support of this program and Interfaith!

Honor Someone Special
Give a gift to someone 
special - an honorary or 
memorial donation in 
their name to Interfaith! 
The person honored (or 
their family) will receive a 
letter of acknowledgement. 
Please contact Kayla at 
629-8868 x202 or Kayla.
Hess@IESmarion.org. Mail 
donations to PO Box 992, 
Ocala, FL 34478.

God’s Timing, by Shannon Pickering, Thrift Store Manager
Being good stewards of donations and funds are a high priority at the Interfaith Thrift Store. 
Without quality donations from you, our store cannot exist.  All of the appliances used by 
volunteers and staff in the working areas of the store are donated, like a refrigerator for keeping 
drinks cold and a microwave for heating lunches. For a while, it seemed as if the microwaves 
would only last a few weeks before becoming unusable and at one point, the staff went for a 
couple of weeks without one at all.  I reached out to Jessica Rodriguez, Director of Ministries, 
and asked if we could purchase a new one.  It’s not money we had ever spent on a minor 
appliance before so it was a pretty big deal to buy one. It may sound silly, but we pinch our 
pennies because we want our funds to go to clients, not a microwave.  In the 5 years I’ve been 
here, we have always relied upon donations and it’s worked pretty well.  Jessica gave permission 
to purchase a new microwave and I made plans to go to Wal-Mart to get one. Within 5 minutes, 
a donor drop off a microwave. 5 minutes! God heard our prayer for a need and provided in 
His time. We are so very grateful to the donor who felt the “God nudge” and brought it to us. 
By the way - Interfaith Thrift Store picks up donations from local homes and businesses, but 
did you know that we offer delivery on in-store purchased items to your home?  For a small fee, 
we are able to bring your purchases home to you!   Stop by 718 North Pine Avenue today and 
see what we have that’s new to you! 

Over the Counter Meds Needed, by Cherie Galloway
The Center for Life needs donations of ‘over the counter’ meds - ibuprofen and cold medicines 
are the biggies, but we are also in short supply of muscle rub, anti-fungal cream, antibiotic 
cream, and sunscreen.  If you have new and unopened bottles of non-prescription meds, we 
can put them to good use. Also, if you have a Medicare Plan that allows you to order free 
non-prescription items each month, please keep us in mind and consider donating them to 
the Center for Life. 

The Ladies High Tea is April 22nd.  The only way to attend is to be a sponsor, a host-
ess or the friend of one!  Please call Sonya for more information at  352-644-9202. 
Who will win the Golden Teapot this year?!  

Ladies High Tea
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Interfaith Emergency Services is a community of faith called by God to 

offer emergency assistance without judgment to all persons in Marion County.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLI NG
TOLL FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

P.O. Box 992  •  Ocala, FL 34478

Shelter Has 88% Success Rate for 2022
Looking back at 2022, we had a very successful year for our shelter. 
Over the past year we had over 1,580 phone calls for people seeking 
assistance for some type of shelter. From that number we were able to 
give shelter to 95 households over the year. Of those 95 households, 83 
of them graduated and transitioned out of our program successfully. 
This gave the Interfaith Shelter Program a success rate of 88% for the 
year 2022.
For the first 2 months in 2023, we have already successfully transitioned 
16 individuals into their new homes. Our ladies have begun the latest 
Strong Families classes which last 18 weeks. This is a skill building class 
through United Way.  We also have a new budgeting class that takes 
place on Wednesday nights. This year we also pray to obtain a new 
parenting class along with a health and nutrition class for our residents. 
We would love to extend a special thank you to all of the volunteers, 
our community partners, donors, and our outstanding community in 
general that without each and every one of you, none of this would be 
possible for our shelter.  

Volunteers for Boutique
Our free clothing boutique is a vital resource 
of clothing for a lot of our clients. We have 
a few openings in the boutique that we are 
looking to fill. Boutique workers help our 
clients pick out clothing and keep the bou-
tique tidy. If interested please contact Tina 
at tina.reid@iesmarion.org or fill out an on-
line volunteer application on our website.


